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NOTES ON HAITI. 



CHAPTER I. 

First diflcoTery — Cacique goTernments — First town built bj 
Colombus— Incursions of baccaoien — Conquest of tbe W^tt 
by French^Boundary fixed — Characters of the' two colonies, 
and their population — Animosity of castes in the French 
colony — Rerolution in France — Effects in colony — Applica- 
tion of coloured people to National Assembly-^Effects— 

- Violent acts of Assenxbly. 

When Columbus on his first voyage had vi- 
sited the Bahama islands and Cuba, he acci- 
dentally discovered the island of Haiti, on the 
5th of December, 1492. He gave to it the name 
of Hispaniola : it was subsequently better known 
under that of St. Domingo; but since the es- 
tablishment of independence in 1803, the ori- 
ginal designation has been resumed. 
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ItB greatest leogihy firom east to west, is 
about one hundred and sixty leagues ; and its 
greatest breadth, from north to south, nearly 
forty leagues; while its circumference, inclu- 
ding the sinuosities of Ae coast, is estimated 
at three hundred and fifty, but the actual line 
of searcoast does not .fall far short .of. sixi hun- 
dred. The surface is calculated to extend over 
two thousand four hundred and fifty square 
leagues. 

Three principal chains of mountains (from 
which emanate smaU^ mountain arms) run 
from the central group of Cibao. The whole of 
these are > described as fertile and susceptible of 
eukivstien, even to. th^ emtaoi^, affoidiiig 
great' vari^ of cKmate, which, contrary to 
what is the fact in the plains, is remarkably 
healthy. The.soil of the plains is, in general 
*a very rich vegetable mouldi exceedingly fer- 
tile and well watered. There are several large 
riversi. and an immaase nianber of smaller 
stseami^ 9ome tahutary and otfasn indepen^ 
dfiutt Tbe pcorta.iaj^ numiKrouft: and good* 
Timberik)f ;the.fiii^ descrij^io^'ia ii^ abun-< 
dm^^andlwimiQligol^^ ^lver> copper^ tin^iron^ 
wA : rock>: salt^. besides, other mineral:, produfur 
tioiiSy are s«id n0tdfcOibe.wwtk»g. . TheiFrenob 
are, therefore,ittUy^baKfia<)«iy nxlfisigpa^g :thi9 
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magoifioeat ishad.^^ La.Btiiie da* Antilies." 
T3iexe are alao tfafee.conadenUft inland iakiM. 

Several islands mmwidkitdy adjacent toHaki^ 
Sttch asv Gkman^e^ Tortnga^ Uk des Vcu^ies/ 
Saona, and otbera, mdiich wre eidier wholly or 
Dearly uaiiihafaited, focm the depeudenoieft of 
Ae republie« 

At the tune of the discovciy^ the- island is 
dsscribed to Imre: been: divided into five inde- 
pendent kingdoms^ each under the* govammeiit 
of ajcaeiqney to whom the Indians yielded im- 
{dicit obediaioe« It . doea not &11 within the 
SQope of my preaent design.to saymote of these 
pe^le and their institutions, juk my objeet is to 
delineate moape reeent ei^ents, for die right wi'* 
4erstanding of which it is only neeessary to 
give a very rapid sketch of tibe. progress of the 
several Europeim eatabliahmeBts that have been 
fordied in the island* 

Columbus' first restablishment was the city 
'^ La laabeUa/' on the ncHih sidex>f tbe island, 
and so named in. honour (^ his. royal patroness. 
At a subsequent period, though not l<mg s^ter, 
his brother Di^o founded the city of Santo 
Domingo, which, on the abandomnent of Isa*- 
bella, became the capital. I have already no- 
ticed the change in the site of thia city from the 
left to the right bank of the river- Ozama. 
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. Various tovfJis were successively built by the 
Spanish goyembfs, notwithstanding the almost 
constant internal dissensions that prevailed, 
even from the period of its first discovery ; but 
with the exception of some ravages by the 
buccaniers/ by Drake and others, no systematic 
or successful permanent inroad appears to have 
been made' before 1625, when a formidable 
body of their previously transient enemies, the 
buccaniers, commenced a series of attacks, and 
in 1630 took forcible possession of the island 
of Tortuga, from which they expelled the resi- 
dent Spaniards. This island, which lies about 
two leagues to the north of Port de Paix,/wk8 
a most advantageous poet for the fi'eebooters, 
who continued their unsanctioned depredations 
until 1665, when a formal settlement with the 
authority of the French government was effected 
by the same description of men, under the com- 
mand of a French gentleman named Pogeron. 
From that time to the end of the seventeenth ^ 
century, the warfare between the two neighbours 1 
was incessant; in the course of which, however, ' 
the original aggressors gradually extended their 
possessions to the larger island; and as the 
rights of coast were. Undefined, the collisions 
were so frequent, that it became necessary for 
the courts of Versailles and Madrid to determine 
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tfaeboundaryof the two colonies. This wa» done 
in 1776, by the " Traits des Lumtes.^' By this 
treaty it was decided that the boundary point 
to the south should be at ^^ Anse k Pitres/' and 
to the north in the bay of Mancenille, between 
which two points an undulating Une passed by 
Valher/ San Raphael, the Black Mountain, and 
the Salt Lake; so that, with the exception of 
a small portion, the French colony no where 
extended more than ten leagues from some part 
of the coast, .while the sea Une was not less 
than two hundred and thirty leagues in extent. 
The facilities of access to the coast were con- 
siderably less in the Spanish portion of the 
island. 

The Spaniards possessed nearly two^thiids of 
the surface, while their neighbours boasted of 
a population nearly six times greater than that 
of the more extensive region?) 

Besides these differences, there were others 
fully as remarkable in the constitution of the 
society, and in the objects of pursuit. The 
Spanish court had, at a very early period, aban- 
doned this its first American colony to its own 
resources ; the French government and nation, 
on the other hand, regarded their portion as 
their most valuable colony : - and while de- 
pression and langour pervaded the one, activity 
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and nches distingnmhed the other; yet both 
were dave odkHueg, diflfering, however, very 
esaentiaHy m the refaitive proportions of the. 
different classes of the ooimmmity, as well as 
in other circimmtances. The'^e' Spaniards, of 
all oompIexiGns, nmeh^cceeded the nnmbef of 
slaves; while the French riave population very 
largely predominated^ imd there seems to have 
existed as marked a diflbrence in the treatment 
of the subordinate caistes by the dominant one, 
€Sk the two sides of the boundary. 

The Spanish slave laws are well- known to be 
oigularty i^d ; and there does not appear to 
hkre esstcld any desire on the part of the pro* 
prietors to contravene them. From all the 
evidence I have been able to coUect, I am sa* 
iisfied that, (in spite of very strong prejudices, 
which the native historian Valverde appears 
to have considered.very praiseworthy, since he 
deemed it necessary to assert their existence,) 
the treatment of the subordinate castes was 
remarkably humane : no practical distinction 
founded on the colour of the skin Of the indivi^ 
dttal, prevailed; and I have been assured by 
a very distinguished officer of high rank in die 
British navy, that he has seen, not many 
years ago, respectable white masters occu-^ 
pying with their guests the npper part of 
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Ibe nlaUe» while tiie slaves sat '^ bdbwtke 
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Hie straogest &ct that "^iras ever stated to me 
n eonfirmatiaii of the mildness of the oourse 
pmmied, waa^meodcNaied bya^ Spanisb resident 
in Santo Donungo, and afterwards cortoborated 
hjr othexs^ Haitians -m wellas foreigaets. AI- 
iboagh SpaoishjiDeichaQts wlore in the habit of 
tiidng>iiiieir>4daves with iheo^ when carried by 
basiness infto.tenitoiies of the neighbimring re- 
pablic^ there; isnainstafBoe of' any one of the 
lattert havii]^ :abaiidc»ied his master, altiiough 
the moment: he pessed the frontier, he was^ 
'* de-facto/' feee* 

TkeFreaieh, on the o&er hand, are said not 
to have heme diedr faoidttes wil^ much meek*- 
ness io theiralaves* In fipite of the protecting 
provisions of the 'Code noir, the practftce is re*^ 
pcffted not to have* upheld the rights so pro? 
tected; and tales. of cnietty unparalleled, except 
p^haps in die axmals of the Frendi revolution, 
or ]n.&ose of the invasion of Spain m 1808, are 
ff^eorded, winch would be deemed mere fabri- 
•cations, wai^e it not from the frequency of their. 
i«petiti<m» Colonel Malenfant detafls some re«- 
-^ting ciremnstances, eqieciaUy connected with 
a certain M. Caradeux, an extensive proprietor 
4n the Cul de Sac ; Jand Vastey, in his '^ Syst^me 
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Colonial J)6yoi16/' devotes thirty-fiye pages to 
celebrate the atrocities of above one hundred 
proprietors, especially named. Indeed, in. all 
Haitian accounts of French cruelty before 
1788, there are very ample details of a similar 
description. 

M. Caradeux and others are described as 
having ordered ofTending slaves to be thrown 
into burning furnaces ; but I never, however^ 
met with any person who could of his own 
knowledge declare that such was a hct But 
I have been assured, on authority of respect* 
ability, that among the ruins of the buildings 
places of frightful solitary confinement may still 
be traced. After making every allowance for 
the exaggeration to which excited passions give 
iHrth, there is too much reason to believe that 
too many of the French proprietors in St. Do- 
mingo were as foolishly and irregularly indul- 
gent to their slaves in moments of relaxation, 
as they were harsh and unrelenting at other 
seasons. Such a system necessarily encouraged 
angry passions among the serfs, whom it pecu- 
liarly fitted for being acted upon by tiipse whft 
chose to avail themselves of their excited feel- 
ings. Nor was this excitation likely to be les- 
sened by the large yearly importations of these 
unhappy people from Africa, which were con- 
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tinued even after the revolu^on had begun its 
courie. 

The(6ondition of the firee-coloured population 
was, if possible, worse than &at of the slaves, 
although, by the fifty-seventh article of the 
code noir, even foreign-bom slaves, on being 
manumitted, were entitled to enjoy the advan- 
tages of natural-bom free subjects.* It is de- 
scribed by various persons as tmly degraded. 
Although individually free, all coloured persons 
were considered public property, and, as such, 
exposed to perpetual insult and humiliation: 
they were governed by a set of local laws appli- 
cable only to them. As soon as they had attained 
the age of manhood, they were obliged to serve 
three years in the^^^mar^chauss^e,'' a kind of 
, militia, to keep the runaway slaves in check: 
they were besides compelled to serve in the re- 
gular militia. During a considerable portion of 
the year, they were subject to a corvee for the 
maintenance of the roads : they were excluded 
from all public employment, as well as from any 
of the liberal professions : they could not even be 
scbbolmasters or apothecaries ; and lastly, the 
mixed races were not penxiitted to bear the 
names of their white progenitors. The number 

* See Appendix, note (Q.) 
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of tins clavftof diepoptdaticm at the commence^ 
ment of the French revolution, was not &r short 
of thirty thousand ; and as many of them, even 
among tiie free blaeks, had enjoyed all the ad- 
vantages of European education, these disquaK^ 
fioations pressed witii great severity, end gave \ 
rise to a spirit of remtanoe) which it must be 
acknowledged to have been perfectly natural* 
The infliction of physical injury will be respited 
by tile most rude as well as the most enlight- 
ened ; but the privation of political and personal 
rights will be the move keaily felt and resisted, 
in proportion to the mental improvement of the 
individual suflTering from it. 

The constitution of the white population also 
appears to have been singularly fitted for 
disorder : they were divided into two grioat 
classes — Europeans and Creoles, or natives of 
the island. Hie former were generally public 
functionaries or the military, who r^arded them- 
selves as holding the frist rank in the commu- 
nity, over which they are said to have exercised 
much' petty tyranny. The remainder of the Eu- 
ropeans were merchants, some few proprietfirs, 
and adventurers in every trade and professi<Hi. 
The lower order, who ^^erallyexercisedtheme-^ 
chanical arts, and carried on a large share of the 
retail trade, were called the ''petitsblancs,"and 
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&€y pwrticidflily distinginshed themselves by 
&€ir oppofiitum to the firee people of colour. 
Hie resident creole-wlBtes coottdered them* 
selves the iidys of the soil, and lived piincipallj 
on their estates ; some few bdng merchants, or 
piffsning some other professiim besides planting, 
lived in the towns as well as the great bulk of 
the Europeans. It seems to be imderstood on 
all hands that great jealousies existed among 
the whole of the whites; and to add to tfadr dis- 
union, the events of 1789 in the mother coun* 
try came in aid, and gave birth to an additional 
dktmctioi^-^that of royalist tmd republican* 

Thus, though there were ostensibly three, 
parties ^r castes, each in a high state of exci-*- 
tation, there was another subdivision, which 
eventually thought about Alliances between par- 
ties that under, ordinary circumstances would 
have beenmost hostile to each other; and also 
brought /into collision those who otherwise 
would have had but cme comuKm interest.''^ 

The political changes which had begun to 

* " Un esprit d*^iflme,.d'orgiieU, et de vanit^ r^gnait dans 
toutes les classes : les grands plantears m^prisaient les petita 
blancs ; lea petits blancs m&prisaient les hommes de coulear et 
mnrs affrancfais, et ceax-d, & lenr tbur, les malheuretix es- 
/daTea." Esaai aur lea CaasM de la RivolatioD, &c. Par ht 
Barea Vastey, p. 4. 
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develop themnelves in Fnnoe, in the course of 
1788, had excited an ahnosi feyeiish state in 
the cciaaj ; and that was carried to its height 
by the lesolution of the States General, on the 
27th of December of that year, to admit into 
that body a number of the " Tiers Etat," equal 
to that of the other two orders. The colonists 
claimed a right to participate in the represen* 
tation; and in spite of the exertions of the 
govemor-general Duchilleau to moderate the 
popular ebullitions and to prevent the formation 
of parochial assemblies, they were organised in 
all parts; and they unanimously voted that the 
colony had the right of sending deputies to 
the States General : accordingly eighteen were 
elected ; and without being summoned by the 
government at home, or authorised by that of 
the island, they embarked for France, They 
arrived about a month after, the formation of 
the National Assembly ; but only six of them 
were allowed to verify their powers and to take 
their seats^ 

It is said that the society of the ^' Amis des 
Noirs" was established about this time, for tbe 
purpose of ameliorating the condition of the black 
population in the West Indies : its leading mem- 
bers were Brissot, Petion, Mirabeau, Claviere, 
Condorcet, and the celebrated Abb6 Gregoire. 
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The planters of St. Domingo, on the other 
hand, formed the '^ Clab Massiac/' so named 
from the hotel in which they held their meet- 
ings, for the avowed purpose (I state this on 
the authority of Placide Justin*) of supporting 
the revolution ; but in reality, only to do so when 
such support was calculated to give them weight 
against the authorities in the colony, who were 
supposed to favour the principles of an equality 
of rights among all the free population. This 
society is also described to have contributed,' 
by its correspondence with secret societies in 
the colony founded, on principles similar to 
their own, very largely to unsettle the minds of 
the population. 

* The capture of the Bastille ' acted so power- 
frdly on the feelings of the colonists, that they 
became the aggressors, and demanded from the 
intendant-general Barb6 Marbois an account 
of his official acts, for which he was responsible 
only to the king. As resistance might have been 
hazardous as well as unavailing, this officer, 
by the advice of the governor-general Peynier, 
who had succeeded Duchilleau, did not await 
the proposed investigation, but withdrew to 
France. 

Whatever was emblematic of the revolution 

* Hifltoire d'Hayti, pp. 176, 17T. 
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badtd with tnaBpoxt in theooioiiy; the 

mtwrnl coloms woe adopted with enthufflaam^ 

md the lalitia awiinihted to the national guard 

ofRaaoe. But in the midst of all this transport^ 

there woe appiehenaioiis of insurrection; and on 

a ndioaloas ramoar <^ the rev<dt of three thou- 

aand a^roea, the national guard marched out 

fnxn the Cape, and letomed shthout having 

aeen an a^my. This report was injurioos, as 

it suggested to the slaves the possibility of the 

reported evei^ being realised. 

The tr e e p o o|Je of colour, thoiigh peaoefU, 
were not iwattpntive to passii^ eyeais: tEey^ 
sent a depntation to France, to daim th^ na- 
tural rights fiom the l^islatore. That depu- 
tation ai^ieared on the 22d of October, 1789, 
at the bar of the National Assembly, with a 
stat eme nt of their grieyances — presented six 
m il l i on s of liyres to Franee*-and declared their 
oonstitufflits to be ready to contribute one-fifUi^ 
of their property to liquidate the national debt. 
The President of the Asciembly assured them 
'* that no part of the nation ever reclaimed, in 
▼ain, their rights from the Assembly of Repre- 
sentatives of tbe French peoide. " 

It was about this time that M. Charles de 
1-ameth, one of the deputies, made his well- 
known declaration :— 



i 



coNTiKttBD rxcrreicENT. 16 

^^ I am cnoie of tibe greatest proprietors in %ti 
DomiBgo; but I declare to you tibat, ymte I 
to lose all I possess^ I should prefer it, mther 
than not recc^nise the principlai Aat jiwtiee 
and humamty have consecrated: I declare my-» 
self in favour of the admisBicn of the .mized 
races into the administrative assemblies, and of 
the liberty of the blacks." 

Such declarations appear to have inspired 
confidence in the coloured populaticm, who, 
thenceforward began to press their claims in 
the colony itself, though with little success; 
for one of their number, one Lacombe, was 
executed at the Cape for having signed a pe- 
tition beginning, '' In the name of ike Moat 
Holy Trinity;'' and in the west, M. Fenand 
de Baudiere, who had been seneschal of the 
Petit Goave, was murdered in a popular se- 
dition, because he had drawn up a petition for 
his coloured neighbours, daiming political pri- 
vileges. The '^ petits blancs" had their full 
diare in these transaiCtionB, according to general 
report. 

Some parishes, however, did concede to llie 
free-coloured population the right of ^assisting 
at the primary assemblies; but on its being 
required that, in ad<]tition:tothe dvic oath, they 
i^ould take unother to respect the whites, a 
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refusal was given and arms taken up ; tran- 
quillity was, however, re-established witiiout 
bloodshed. 

Scarcely was the public irritation allayed, 
when it was again excited by the decree of the 
National Assembly of the 8th March 1790. By 
this decree the general principle of self-legisla- 
tion was conceded ; but there being no men- 
tion of the mixed races, they were excluded-by 
a limited interpretation of its import. At the 
time of its arrival, two hundred and thirteen , 
representatives of the colony had met at St. 
Mark's, and created themselves into a General 
Assembly ; and one of their first acts >was a 
declaration that all the whites would prefer 
death to sharing, political rights with ^^ a bas- 
tard and degenerate race; '/and they voted 
themselves the only lawful representatives of 
the colony. . On the 28th of May they issued 
a declaration of ih&x rights, which many mo- 
derate members refiised to sign; and withdrew. 
Freed from their embarrassing presence, they 
proceeded to organise committees of war, of 
marine, and even of diplomacy ; and ventured 
to summon the heads of the colonial govern- 
ment. 

The governor-general Peynier, finding his 
authority to totter, endeavoured to uphold it by 
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secretly encouraging the coloured party, who, 
under such sanction, did not omit to press their 
pretensions. 

From these dissensions there arose two go- 
vernments ; one consisting of the governor-gene- 
ral, assisted by the superior council of Port-au- 
Prince; and the other of the General Assembly. 
The latter attempted to settle the dispute by 
voting their opponents to be traitors, opened 
the ports to all nations, and organised troops, 
holding out inducement to those in the king's 
service to abandon their colours. They also 
succeeded in corrupting the crew of the Leo- 
pard, a fifty-gun ship, then in the bay of Pprt- 
au-Prince. 

These acts of violence induced the governor 
to dissolve the General Assembly, alleging the 
treasonable acts as the cause of doing so. Vio- 
lent proceedings on both sides followed, and at 
last the Assembly embarked in a body on board 
the Leopard for France, to lay., their grievances^ 
before the Natign^l Assembly. On their de- 
}>arture the governor convoked the primary 
assemblies ; but some did not meet, and others, 
re-eleeted tiieir . old deputies. 
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While the effeels of these evei^ were still 
agitotiBg tile pablk mind, a new characta' 
was given to the dksenakms by die appearaoee 
at Cape Fraii9ois of Vincent, or as he is qalled 
by some, James OgL This individual was 
one of the ocMnmissioQ^s sdeeted fitnn thar 
body by the people of colour in St Domingo, 
and sent to France to urge their political 
claims. Failing in this expectation, and 
dnven by pecuniary difficulties, he came to 
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London, whence he proceeded to' the United 
States, and finally landed at Cape Frangois, un- 
der thename of Pdissac, with (as the French wri- 
ters allege) tfie rank of lieutenant-colonel, and of 
knight of the order of the Lkm;* both of which 
he had purchased from the Prince of lim- 
bourg. His proceedings had been so watched 
by the agents of the chib 'Massiac, that they 
were all known to the local authorities, and 
e^en ..his portrait had ' been transmitted, to 
▼erily ^his* id^tity. He proceided,- on landtng, 
to I>bHdon,'his'natite place, and joined a per- 
eon of his own caste named Chavane, and 
coUeeted a force of two hundred men, wttb 
w4iich- Aey iftarehed upon ^* Grande Rivike/' 
There 'he established his head-barters, from 
which he addressed a letter to the President of 
tile Assembly, ealUng upon that body to recog^ 
niser&e decioe of the 28th March. In this 
letter there was much feebleness and vanity': 
but cfne* addressed to the military commandant 



* The'French wiiten allege a partidpatioxi, in sending out 
€^ for reToiutiottary ptffpofM^ to the Paris and London com* 
ttinea for tlio abolition of 4lie«bve trade^ and an aotLve agoa^ 
to Mr«)Clark8on. On the application of a common friend» that 
gentleman was ao obliging as to fomish me with the moit satis* 
factory refutation, in four letters, which in justice' I give. 
-See Appendix^ note (Rk) 
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was short and energetic. The only reply from 
either of these parties was to send out Colonel 
Mauduit with a body of six hundred men^ who 
were completely routed. Colonel Cambefort, 
with one thousand five hundred men, suc- 
ceeded in defeating and dispersing this hand- 
ful of insurgents. Og6, with his brother and the 
two brothers Chavane^^ed into the Spanish 
territory ; but on being claimed by the French 
authorities^ they were surrendered by the 
Spanish governor^ Don Joachim Garcia. Afr 
ter a trial which lasted for two months, these 
mihappy men were convicted and sentenced to 
be broken aUve upon the wheel, and their pror 
perty confiscated. This cruel punishment was 
carried into effect in the front of the cathedral/ 
on the 9th of March, 1791, in the presence of 
the Assembly ; and it appears to have destroyed 
all confidence between the white and coloured 
people. 

Partial insurrections took place in the west 
and south, nearly at the same time with that 
of Og^ ,• but they were speedily repressed. It 
was in that of Cayes that Rigaud, who event- 
ually played so conspicuous a part in the 
subsequent contests, first appeared. 

During the progress of these operations, the 
members of the General Assembly who had 
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etnbarked in the Leopard, reached France, and 
had been summoned to the bar of the National 
Assembly, that the charges against them, and 
their defence, might be heard. After a pro- 
tracted- discussion, it was decreed, on the 12th 
of O*ctober, 1790, that the General Assembly, 
having been guilty of unconstitutional acts, 
^Mras suppressed ; that the members were de- 
prived of their seats in the Colonial Assembly, 
for which a new election was to take place ; 
that their decrees (including those affecting the 
free persons of colour) were annulled ; and to 
enforce obedience, among other precautions, 
the king was requested to send out two ships of 
the line, and a sufficient number of troops of 
the line, to maintain order in the colony. 

The arrival of this decree in St. Domingo 
was a signal for fresh commotion. Many of the 
primary assemblies refused to recognise the 
abolition of the General Assembly, and re- 
elected the expelled members. But the chief 
difficulty arose from the right given to the co- 
loured population to vote. 

While these passions were most active, the 
two ships of the line, " Le Fougueux" and " Le 
Boree,^^ with two frigates, arrived at Port-au- 
Prince with the second ba|j|talions of the regi- 
ment of Arto^s and Normandy. Blanchelande, 



\ 

\ 

s 



22 NOTE9* ON' HAITU 

who nowBzereiaBd the fiiactiQiia of govemGar> 
vmB desirous of. landiftgr the troops at C^pe 
Nicholas Mola^ on thecgvouod that no piqaa^ 
ration had been XDisde:£br their fooeption. at 
Port-au-Piince* His real object was: to avoid; 
the contagion, of popidar: feeling.; but emissary 
ries from the sfaoie^got accesHi ta:tha troopsHr: 
and by circulating a. fabricated, do^ee. of the 
17th of December, nvhich, if .eonect^. wovdd- 
have rendered that of the. 12th;t>£October:per- 
feetly migatory^ promoted..80 mutinous a ^piriit 
among thez tnxqpfi^.that they sent a.deputation 
to. the governor to inquire into the causesrof 
his haYUig ordered, them to the Mole^ and so; 
thonnighly subverted vma all discipline^ that: 
to convince . the deputatimiithathet was acting, 
under ordersfrom Fxanoe, he was weak enough 
to exhibit his see]:et instiructiQni^ granting at the 
same time a. delay of three days^ previous to 
sailing to the pla(^. of their destination* This 
delay was fatal : . open, mutiny was the conse* 
quenoe; for the troops landed in spite- of the 
governor, and refused to act with those soldiers 
known to be devoted to the government. The 
provincial asaomblyof the west resumed its sit- 
tings^ under the title of the NeWi Municipality. 
Mauduit, altematelj the. idol and the object of 
detestation^of the populaise, recommended. the t 



flight of BteMlidwde^ .aild TMituved afame^ ta 
€|^pis>ae^l^8toiQi ; but notwtthstandmg hk gal* 
laatx3r» Ui low^^'viir^erftceei, aod th^- veoemliQii 
with which he had been regarded .by all paitias^ 
m : ti^: hQ(9r> of trial ha \f$B ^dda^rted .1^ his 
ofm aoldi^rp^ nho yiiih impamUali^ audadty 
catted ja{)!iiiL him.to<$kpolag^ onhig knees to the 
iiAtioj»$d.ig»«rdy fim hmng. at acone previoua 
tiaiiQ d^pi^Tedotbmt of c tbcir coloimEr. > He gaw 
<if»aiiQwer^:biit[lisriAg.hi8)>reaaty exposed it to 
thf^timHiiiide: heifej^^jnet^eed.wtth athongand 
wjoaftdftAWd^ in daapit^pf the efforts of many 
raapedable. indindaafey . his mntUitted ranains 
w)5re: wulla^r.andjtojrn to piio^es by afeipciqua 
papulacie.:, Tb^, only honour paid to hia jneBQiory 
waaby^hiffivitbftii black servant Pierre^ which 
ImsL boenr aii^ady- reeorded. Snch an aet per* 
fonn^id by ja Romaic would have placed poor 
Pierre^ amosig tbci^bj t^^of gf^eial admiration ; 
bat his.tale is scarcely known, even within the 
sGctie.of its action; nor do I know that it has 
eyer . a^akeined; ani^»g the. mawkish sentim^it- 
alista of thesday^ a i^le regret for this .high- 
n»nd^ thi»%gh imtatoiied man* 

Mi. GamleiHEy who has been already men- 
tioned, , after, tha melancholy fi^te of Maudnit^ 
uanrped t]a# authonty of Gener&J Blanchelande, 
aad^aBsumed ib^ titl^ of captain-general of the 
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national guard ; and the functions of all the 
different public officers were also usurped by 
adventurers, among whom was one Pralato, a 
Maltese sailor. 

Owing to some ambiguity in the instructions 
that had accompanied the decree of the 8th of 
March, 1789, the free people of colour had 
been excluded from any share either in the 
elections or in the representation; and even 
after the decree of the 12th of October, 
1790, they were only admitted to the primary 
assemblies. The Constituent .Assembly of 
France, ignorant of the weakness of the colo- 
nial executive, and determined at any risk to 
realise their views, removed every doubt that 
existed respecting the rights of the coloured 
caste, as defined the preceding October; and on 
the 15th of May, 1791, decided that men of 
mixed blood, of all shades, bom of free per- 
sons, should be admissible to the colonial as- 
semblies. This decree, while it gratified the 
party benefited, excited the most marked ex- 
pression of disapproval from their opponents. All 
the parishes protested against its execution, each 
rivalling the other in the vehemence of their 
language : the civip oath was rejected, and the 
colony was, in short, in a state of actual revolt. 
The parish of Gros Mome went so far as to 
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put forth a highly inflammatory paper, pledging 
the inhabitants to repel by force any attempt 
against what they deemed their rights. 

Blanchelande, who had retired to the Cape^ 
in order to propitiate the Assembly of the 
North, made known to that body a letter from 
him to the minister of marine, in which he had 
stated his intention to suspend the operation of 
the obnoxious law imtil he should receive defi- 
nitive orders. 

These contradictory measures essentially pro- 
moted the heart-burnings of the conflicting 
parties. The local assemblies suspended their 
proceedings, and a new colonial assembly was 
^convoked, to which the deposed members of th€ 
former meeting at St. Mark were re-elected. 
The new assembly met at Cape Francois, and 
M. Cadusch was chosen its president. 

The seeds of discontent that had been so ex-> 
taisively sown, now began to germinate : the 
coloured party, though silent, appear to have 
felt deeply, while the slaves were led to reflect 
m their own condition. Various insurrectionary 
movements in the west broke out; but they 
were soon quelled, and were followed by very 
sanguinary proceedings, M. Caradeux particu- 
cplarly distinguished himself in this work of 
death. . General Lacroix gives an extract of a 
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letter charootBriwng the mail :*^** Si 1V« est 
.embafrasfl^ par cooper les tdtes, ob appellera le 
citoyen G^4ral Caradeoz (Comnandsuit dee 
districts du Port*-au*Prince)y qui en a fait sauter 
me Cinqnaiitaine siv i'habitalictt Anboy, dans 
le terns qu'il en itait fennier^ et qm, afin qu'bn 
n'eii igiiQr6ty les fichait stir des piqiMs, le long 
das luocs de son habitation, en gense de pal* 
mienu"*-^A wretched pse-eminenee in atrocity \ 
Scarcely was this insiBrrection oppressed, 
when another of a more formidable cbaiaeler 
beoke out in the North. At first one estate was 
bumt^ and the white overseer of another miir* 
deted ; but muDsediately after the moie matured 
{dan was camed into effect on the estate named 
Turpin, under a negro from one of the British 
West India Islands, called Boukman. On the 
same night (22d of August^ 1791) the slaves 
on four other estates rose and joined this \ 
leader, and that melancholy night devoted to 
death the sleeping whites without distinction 
of age or sex, and destroyed the plantations by 
£re. The inhabitants of the Cape were ap- 
]^ized of the work of destruction by the co- 
lumns of fiame, and as if to countenance the 
horrora that were transacted without the walls, 
they assassinated several people of colour. The 
Assembly provided places of refuge for the sur* 
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iHiVgn, all of whom called for ainM, to be em- 
fi&yeA a^dnat -tbeir ^omwoa aiemy. In four 
4ay»fl;/thud.of the prOYinee of tke North was 
<mJy-a beap.of jmoB. / 

It iaimposaibie here to detail aU the eontests, 
or the disgnic^il «caaes that ocoiurred; it ig 
enoi^ to f^icofiy thai/ ike same dieoord pre- 
vaUed whmre Tmaimmaty iras so essaitial, and 
the aame junlnal distrast' which had so power- 
fdtty iCpitthicad'to the deatruction of the two 
leading patties; 

llm new asaeidbl^ asdnmed the style of the 
GoloiaalAflflemblyy refttsedto communicate the 
-tiOjsUes to^ the mother cefws^tttfy and appealed 
to the Earl of Effingham, the governor of Ja- 
maica, for succour. The assistance obtained 
from that -quarter was smaller than was ex* 
pected, owing to a want of means. Mr. Bryan 
Edwards, who had visited Cape Francois, 
on his return to Jamaica, attempted to raise a 
loan &r the relief of the French colonists, 
though without suecess. In the paean ^me the 
dissensions^ instead of being calmed, became 
more vehement, and the black forces acquired 
force and consistency: they designated them- 
selves ** Gens du Roi;'- and the negro-general 
Jean Fran9ois took the title of Grand Admiral 
of France, and his lieutenant Biassou, that 
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of generalissimo^ of the conquered countiy; 
General Blanchelande attempted to reclaim 
them; but they replied^ in a letter of consider* 
able lengthy that " it was too late/' It is as* 
serted that the Spanish colonists, and some 
refugee French loyalists, encouraged and as*- 
'sisted these projects ; and, in support of this 
opinion, a letter is quoted by the French writers, 
vritten by a Spanish functionary, and found 
on the plantation Gallifet, when the negroes 
were expelled from it. The atrocities committed 
on all sides during a succession of sanguinary 
contests are dreadful; but as they do not 
throw any light on the progress of the revolu- 
tion, I gladly omit the details. The priests are 
accused of having sanctioned the murderous 
proceedings, of the negro chiefs, and sever^ 
were execjuted. The spirit of dissension did not 
confine itself within the French lines: Jeannot, 
who had acquired considerable reputation for 
his military achievements as well as for his cru- 
elties, was attacked by Jean Fran§ois, and put 
to death. Boukman also fell; but though 
success appeared to attend. the measures of the 
government, the seeds of self-destruction were 
daily planted by the internal jealousies of the 
planters and the functionaries. An evil inter- 
pretation was given to whatever was done, for 
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the complaining parties seem only to have acted 
from the impulse of passion. Fixed principles 
yyere never thought of, and every passing event 
afforded a fresh topic of discontent to men pre^ 
pared to be dissatisfied. The dissolution of a 
society so circumstanced and so influenced be- 
pame inevitable. 

. The coloured party in the West and South 
acted more in concert, and placed themselves^ 
under the orders of General Beauvais, who had 
at an early period distinguished himself by his 
talents : Croix des Bouquets was their principal 
post. To disperse this assemblage, parties of 
armed men were sent from Port-au-Prince, but 
they were disgracefully routed. 
. This defeat led to conferences, which termi-t 
nated in the signature, by the respective chirfs, 
of what is called the " Concordat de Croix dea 

• 

Bouquets," by which it was agreed that thence- 
forward the garrison of Port-au-Prince should 
be composed of equal numbers of the two par^ 
ties; that the Colonial Assembly should be; 
decomposed on the principles of the decree of 
die 15th of May preceding ; that any opposition 
to this should be overcome by joint force; that 
the judges of Og^ and his fellowHSufferers 
9hould be voted infamous. This was signed on 
(he 23d of October, 1791; and in conformity 
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wiiEh it, on the following day General Beanvflkiy 
at the head of fifteen hundred of hid troopB, 
entered the city, accompanied by M. Oaradexiat 
and his oflScers. 

The Assembly had sought aid from Janmiea; 
but {hat being granted on a small scale/ re*^ 
course was hstd to Martitnque', from whicirnd 
supplies couM be proceed, as' the dispod^ble 
troops had been sent back to Prance* oiily it 
few days before. 

White these transacticMfis wefe feoitag 6fa ih 
the colony, the legislatArt! in France, witk sfA^ 
gularimprottdence and dlsre^rd of <ionsisteiicy, 
again changed their views of colonial adminis-* 
tration, and on the 24fli of September repealed 
the decree of the I5th of May, tn which the 
colonifits were on the ere of acqtri^scing. Th6 
disputed questions -were again agitated ih the 
local assembly; arid in despite of the efforts of 
some of the most eininent thembers, it was de- 
termihed to suspend the fulfilmeait df thfit 
engagements until after the coloured party 
" should have conduced by all the means in 
their power to the extihction of rebellion/* 
On the other hand, the execution of the con- 
cordat was vigorously urged; and thl^ee but rf 
the four sections of Port-au-Prince had agrei^ 
to complete their engagements, wheto discowl 
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was ^^;aim excited by a qmurrel between scmie 
artiUery-men^ and a free black: the latter was 
tiJ^ento {MrisoD^ from which he wasconTeyed by 
die soldiery, and hanged oa a lamp-post. This 
was reseated by his comrades, who fired upon 
aad killed or wounded an artillery-man^ when 
passing their bairacks : the iadiyiduals impli- 
cated in thisi were demanded^ and General 
Beanvais cefreed to giye tlpiem up* After some, 
fruitless discussions, force was meditated, and 
Bea^vais retired to themomMiai&s; and the im- 
fortunate city w»| nearly destroyed by fire* 

The Croix des Bouquets once more became 
^ scene of addYity, and the concordat was for- 
mally renewed with seveinl of the communes 
that had formerly concurred in it Some at- 
tempts were made to engage Port-au-Prince to 
eomply; but the negotiation was suddenly 
broken off on the arrival of three commissioners 
from Francci Mirbecki Roume^ and St« Leger, 
who were deputed by the government of France 
to maintain good oider ; but the inadequacy of 
tl^r powers soon became evident^ and their 
authmty despised, notwithstanding their at- 
tempts to obtain popularity, and consequent 
n^uence with the local legislature. They then 
published a decree pf die SI8th of September, 
which ipcanted a general amtieaty to all free 
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persons. This was uiged by the insurgent 
chiefs, and rejected by the Assembly, wader 
the pretext that that body could not commmuv 
cate with men armed in yiolation of all law«* 
Outrage was threatened by the revolted diie6/ 
and some conferences were brought abou4 
through the intervoition of the commissaries ; 
but to no purpose. The defects €>f their xsom-^ 
missioli were detected by Toussaint L'Ouver* 
ture, who then first appeared in a conspicuous 
point of view. 

The Assembly, not satisfied with die di£Bcul-^ 
ties of their situation, seemed resolved to 'in* 
volve themselves in others of greater ma^u*) 
tude. An order was given to disarm the whole of 
the coloured population — a population which, in 
the language of a French historian, '* had tothal 
moment fought against the blacks with all the 
teal that the interests of property can inspire.'' 
The immediate efieci was, that all the parties 
affected by this impoUtic decree threw them-< 
selves (with the exception of those at the Cape) 
into the negro camp, and the work of deathr 
and destruction recommenced with new forces' 
But all warning appears to have been lost ; foU^ 
instead of applying to the emergencies of th6 
period, the assembly employed themselves in 
idle discussiojis respecting the vahdity of th« 
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powets of the commissioner*/ and resciniied the 
ccAireation of Ae Crotx des BonquelB* The 
e3q>editions sent out to clear the county were 
ineffectual^ and Mirbeck, with St* Leger, find- 
ing* themselves without asy fiower^ returned te 
ikance. Romne alone reinaitted* He was a 
man of talent ; but from thr eoncijfflrent tesd* 
moay of vaneijw perdo&B/ his>5i«i«onal history 
was one dontiRued motistrdsity in morals. He 
fnrofessed to remain for the ptitpose of counter* 
acting counter-revolutionary plans. 
. It will he reeoUeeted tlMt«th€»e had been 
passed/ by the National AsdOTiMy in France, 
a decree extending - civil privileges to* all free 
persoik9— 4;hat'that decree had b^^en abrogated, 
and that there, had been -ja' corresponding 
spirit at work in the ooloiiy itself. A new 
attempt was made by the legislature of the 
mother country, to inttetfere in the dissensions 
which had been kept alive by her own vacil- 
lating councils. A decree of the 4th of April, 
1792, renewed the equality of rights to aU 
freemen, and revoked that of the 24th of Sep- 
tember, 1791. It would haVe'^ been vnse to 
have steadily legislated, and> i]^intained the 
law when enacted ; but the clmiiging of prin- 
ciples and law so frequently within fourteen 
nionths, must have shaken the confidence of all 
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parties. The iiiwnedi»te effect of this kst pp^ 
eeedingwsH a hoUow aiceoamrodmiiaa betvrecsi 
the two leading parties by Blafichelende and 
Roume, through the means of Pinehitmt, a 
coloared mah of considerable tal^its^ ^i^o was 
the president of the Cooncil of Peace and 
Union at St. Mark. 

Although the coloured party were satisfi^ 
with this restoration of the first laW^ conceding 
to them political privileges^ they did not enter 
into the plans of attacking the revolted slaves 
with the enthusiasm that was anticipated. 
They desired, as preliminaries, that peace 
should be established ; that the Assembly of the 
West should be dissolved, and its principal 
members " deported;" and that the garrison of 
Port-au-Prince should be disbanded, and their 
place occupied by the coloured militia. These 
conditions were accepted by the governor and 
the commissary. Alarmed at this, the infamous 
Caradeux fled to the United States with sixty 
slaves ; Borel, who was called to succeed him, 
very narrowly escaped with his head ; and the 
regular government was re-established at Port- 
au-Prince. About this period the practice of 
emancipating the leading revolters was adopted, 
thus giving a premium to insurrection. 

General Blanchelande next proceeded to the 



4Soiith, mih a view of propitiating the party 
headed by General Rigand ; but doubts being 
oitertai&ed of the goTenMur's sincerity owing 
to his previous conduct, he failed ; and after 
an unsuccess&l attack on the Platons near 
CayeSy he was obliged to quit the South, leaving 
it a prey to blood and spoliation. On reaching 
the Cape, he found the insurrection raging to 
the East, where it was said to be fomented by 
the neighbomring Spaniards. 
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♦ 

On the 19th of September, the succours 
which had been promised by France anived, 
accompanied by two new commissioners, Pol- 
verel and Ailhaud, who were associated with 
Sonthonax. Their powers were unlimited ; and 
their first declaration before the Colonial As- 
sembly was, that they would recognise only 
two classes of inhabitants in St. Domingo ; free 
men, without distinction of colour, and slaves. 
This declaration gave confidence to the new 
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citizeiid ; while the arrival of six thousand ef« 
I ficient troops assured the proprietors that their 
properties would be protected,' These circum-* 
stances were favourable, and the colony might 
have been saved ; but the commissionerSy pro-* 
bably influenced by personal motives, instead 
of acting with vigour against the insurgents^ 
allowed them to gain* a head, and occupied 
themselves with comparatively insignificant 
matters. They hstened to recriminatory com-* 
plaints from different parties, expelled General 
Blanohelande, and dissolved the Colonial As- 
sembly; while, by a fortnal arrfit^, all its mis* 
deeds were excused. 

The intelligence of the melancholy events 
of the 10th of August gave rise to fresh disor^ 
ders. The royalists aimed at a counter-revolu- 
tion ; but during their hesitation to direct the 
troops that they had ^ned, the commissioners, 
at'the head of eighteen hundred men from Mar- 
tinique, decided their conduct, and thus de-* 
stroyed the plans that had been anxiously formed^ 

The commissioners then named the too cele- 
brated General Rochambeau as governor. Ex- 
peditions were sent against the rebels; each 
of the worthy agents of the republic- had aQ 
allotted fort ; and before separating, in order 
to prove their claims to having prepared lists of 
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pMBcribed peraonSy many of wkom, tiumgh 
moit estiinable, were theie inwoibed because 
ihey were aiu^cted of a seeiet leaning to the 
ancient regiiiiey-^Soatlioitax and Folrerel re« 
mained m the iskuid, the one in the pio?inoe of 
the North, the other in that pact of the West; 
but Ailhaud bad scarcely^ visited the sonthy 
when he embaiked for Fmncey froln the ^ow^ 
▼iction, it is supposed, that his powevs, as wdl 
as those of his coUeagoes, were inadequate to 
the wrdubus duties assigned to them* 

From the time Aat'Sonihonax ^Mid Polver^ 
were invested with foil authority, their pohcy 
was decided. They formed a commissi<xi, 
which they called ** Intermediaire/' consisting 
of twelve members, six of whom were white, 
and six of colour. This council supplied the 
place of the colonial assembly, and filled up 
all vacatticies, whether military or civil. A 
slight commotion among the whites at the Cape 
being suppressed, the united efforts of the 
two leading parties were directed to the over- 
throw of the common enemy and the revolted 
blacks. The first attempt was successfol at 
the '^ Platons,*' where Blanchelande had been 
routed by a party of soldiers under the com- 
mand of Commandant Harty, who forced the 
intrenched camp. 
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Roehambesii haying left St. Domingo to 
some the commaBd at Martinique, General La- 
TeanXi a noUeman of old bmilj, waa appointed 
by thfe coiintiisaioneFB ooinmander4n-chief. The 
vigoiouB measures c^ this officer restored a tem- 
poraiy calm ; but discredit tms thrown on this 
success fay the arrest of the Abb6 de la Haye, 
the cur6 of Grande Rivi^, and of his brother 
cur6 at Doiukm, and the meditated execution 
of both, on account of having officiated as 
almoners of the^ leaders of die rev<dt. Notwith- 
standing mudi urgency, Sonthonax was merci- 
fill, and for once wise ; for by the i^ency of 
those whose lives he had saved, he obtained an 
extensive influence over the insurgents. 

While these proceedings were in progress, 
Borel usurped the supreme authority at Port- 
au-Prince. This was however soon inter- 
rupted by the combined efforts of Generals 
Lavalle and Beauvais ; and the commissioners 
entered the city without capturing Borel, at 
whose escape they are suspected of having con-^ 
nived, lest it should have been necessary to 
have made an example of so turbulent though 
influential a person. 

The risings in the North and South, in spite 
of several pacific overtures, gained ground imtil 
the month of May, 1793; when Rigaud, 
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who had been flent to tespteas the movements 
among the whites at Grande Anae, was de* 
feated* At Uiis coiqmM^taie Galbaud airived^ 
invested with the chanicter of oommandaiit* 
general ; and finding the authority of the 
eommissioiiera to be wayering, he endeavoaied 
to subvert it entirriy. This atten^ led to san^ 
gninaiy cimteBts, which terminated in the ooor* 
flagration of the Cape^ and the expnkicni of 
Galband. The c^Mkmiissioners called to ikeir 
aid, not only all the fMons in the prisons^ but 
the black insurgent chiefe I^enpot and Maoaya* 
Having been thus fersucceaslul, the comims- 
aioners aimed at a permanent union with their 
leaders ; but although the latter became the 
medium of cornmumcation with Jean Francois 
and Biassouy he resolutely resisted ail the 
blandishments of Pcdverel ; and in reply to all 
the seductive allurements held out to induce 
him to range under the republican banners, he 
is said to have uniformly used the following 
exquisite jargon : — 

*^ Je suis le sujet de trois rois; du roi de 
Congo> mattre de tous les noirs; du Roi de 
France, qui repr^sente mon pfere; et du roi 
d^E$p9gne, qui repr^ente ma m^re* Ces trois 
tois sont les descendans de ceux qui, conduits 
par une ^toile, ont ^te adorer THomme Dieu« 
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Si je pafisots au senricie de la repnblique, je ae- 
X!om peat«^tre entraioe a faire la guene contra. 
me& frheesy lee sujeta de ces trpi9. vcia, si qui j'ai 
promig fid^Ute." * 

It was fiupposod by General Lacroix that 
e^pBliiy l^d no channs in the eyea of these 
nten, cm ^qbci be aseerts the 'Spamdi go^em^ 
ineat had heaped htmours and military rank. 
h has been said that Jean /I^hui^ois was raised; 
to the rank of a grandee .of gftain, and that he. 
died a few y^ars ago in JVIadrid ; whether true: 
QC not, I 'do not know ; but: it .has been denied 
by some hi^ly respectably jSpaiaards to whom. 
I hare applied for infonantioA^ 

The affairs of the conn^ssiooerB becqming, 
QKire involyed, Sonthoiiax, finding himself, 
hemmed in at the Cape with only one thou- 
sand eigHt hundre^^men, by about thirty thou-> 
aand insuigents, proclaimed the general eman-*, 
oipation of all the slaves. Delpech (who had 
been appointed successor to Ailhaud) and Pol* 
verel disapproved of this measure ; but oq the 
death of, the fcnrmer, the latter published in the 
S<with a proclamation to the same effect with that 
of his colleague, and shortly, afterwards issued 

* M^moires pour serrir a^ l^istoire d© la Revolntion d© 
St. Domingo, pur 2e Gen. Baron Pamphile de Lacroiz» torn, i; 
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Yam regwlatinmi for enfiweiiig labMr ; of wlach^ 
seme nolioa will be given in « sdbaeqnent chapter 
Tliett meaflwei serioiialy affectdd tlie attex^* 
ment of many of tl&e colonial pnq>iietot8 to the 
gofeniineat of the mother conntry, of which 
the ooimter-ievolatioiiistB reaitily availed ^lem* 
selves, and made propoMls to Sur » Adam Wiir* 
liamaon, the govemcv of Jamaica, ta place the 
idand nnder the protecstioa al GhreaSi Britaii^ 
Colonel Cfaanmlly» sinee tdo noted in ^am&h 
history, was the French negotiatur. fl^ an evil 
hour for us, his representations were beli^i^edy 
his propo£ti<m8 accepted, aod a small fitce 
s«it, in September 1793^ mider Colonel White^ 
locke, to occupy the distant posto of Jetemie 
and Oape Nicoifls Mole. ; As much hud been 
jHXHnised, ^ much wns expected from the 
co-opemtion of the inhabittmts; but little was 
realised, even among the royalists; aad after 
various struggles, during nearly five yeam, the • 
British th>ops Sunder the late Sir Thomas Mait« 
land evacuated first Port««tu-Prince, and lastly, 
Gape Nieholas Mole, leaving the bones of 
thousands of our ilt-fated countrymen, and an 
enormous treasure, without gaining any tlnng 
more thai^ the, reputation of profuse expense, 
which endears even now the British service to 
the Haitian, Shortly after the landing of the 
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British force, the eommiBsioiiers were e<mTeyed 
«ff ^nifiocieni to Fnmoe, and tried at the bar of 
tbe ^lEtioiial coirrentioiiy on charges exhibited 
agakist them by the ooIontstB. Lareaux was 
left m ccftmnaiMly and he had the merit of with*- 
dmwiiii^ frost the 8|miiidi serrice, and of eiigag*- 
uig in Aat of the repuUic* 

An iifiifiortaBt' event tow took |flaoe. The 
treaty of Basle, signed the 33d July 1795, be* 
tweeii France and Spain, conveyed the sove* 
reigaty of the EMem patt of the island to the 
Fraudi repnbhe. 

ISie oommiiaiiieQers were acquitted by the 
eonvention. Polterei died ; and Sonthonax te^ 
ttmied with ample powers, accompanied by foot 
ndw ceileagaes, Roume, already mentioned^ 
Oemnd, LeBlanc, and Raimond. Roumewat 
M&t to the dty of Santo Domingo, SonthcMa 
sAcoBeded in neatndising the influence of the 
two ae^xt^ which induced them to quit the 
countty, veA Raimond remained as his sde 
assqriate in the old French 'c(Jony/ 

Tonssaint^/who had been gradniAy wivnar 
cingin political wnght, having obtained £rom 
Sontiionax the rank of general of division, 
now tiirew off the disguise in which he had 
inredted his exttosite intrigues' and ambxtioos 
projects* But stitt he displayed a remarkable 
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degree of caution. Before entering on his pub^ 
He acts at this time, it l«ifl be well to sketch 
the history of this ^' child and champion"' of 
the* trans* Atlantic revdiution. 
' This extraordinary person waff bom ^ slave at j 
Breda^ a plantatic^ very ntear to Cape Francois, 
belonging to Count Noe. From the occupation 
of a carter he arrived at that of a postilion. "On 
this estate he lived Imlal he was above fifty years 
of age, when the insurrection called himjto per^ 
form a more elevated character. While in 
his humble station, he had been taught to read 
and write, soine say by a Capuchin — ^he himself 
alleged by a non-ieotaamissioned officer of the 
tegiment of the Cape. On joining the insurrec-? 
tionary bands of Jean Francois, he bore the 
ludicrous titfe of ''j^hysician to the armies of 
the king,'' while in fact he held a military com* 
mand. He wad afterwards aid-de-camp both 
to Biassou and to Jean Ffan^ots, and eventually 
obtained the rank of colonel in the Spanish 
service, in which he acquired great respect 
for the regularity with which he discharged 
his religious duties. The Marquess D'Hermona^ 
th^ Spani^ general, in speaking of him, de- 
clared ^* that God, in this terrestial globcj^ 
could not commune with a purer spirit*'^ 
Through the medium of the Abb^ de la Haye^ 
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he was seduced by General Laveauz io betr^j 
Mb Spafiish.vassociates ; and at the time when 
Hermona's confidence ivas moat uobotuided^ 
he deserted to the republican party, taking 
ivith him a c<»i8id^ble body of.h^ fellows. 
And to 9iark his zeal, taking a select party, he 
^rar^r^ed.with ra^ndity^ smd established the re- 
pnbli<:an banner, on all.the pKHots.in tljie North 
Ji¥here.tb8't of Spain had previously floated.- 

His subsequent history is that of ^he island,* 
and. h^.'Was endowed with msgiy. indisputable 
qualifications for the part he had determined to 
play. Possessed of an iron cpncititution, he 
was enabled, to bear any fatiguQ>: h^ was ca* 
pable of great and continued vmental exertion; 
vriiile his dissimulation^* perfidy, a^d cruelty, 
are described as knowing no boqnds, though 
always veiled under the mask pf religion, char 
lity, and meekness. ^ Using his profound know- 
ledge of the negro character, without ever 
bet^ytng himself, he acquired an almost su* 
perhiuman influence. General Lacroix says, and 
I Iiave never heard it contradicted even by his 
c(mtemporaries in Haiti, that ** the^oldiers re* 
garded him as a superior being, and the culti*^ 
vators prostrated themselves before him as 
before a divinity,. All his generals trembled 
before him, (Dessalines did not dare to look in 
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Us face, aiid all the world trembled befove 
biB generals" — a short but intelligent deacriptkn 
of th^mode of govenuneni then in inogne. 

ToQssaint has been accused ot licentiousness 
in his morals in aflter-Ufe, though abstemious 
in his food; and it is asserted that, while^he 
used all the terrors of Cathohc superstition to 
augment his authority^ he secretly communis 
cated to the directory that his measures were 
cmly dictated by policy. 

Notwithstanding these statements, there can 
be but little doubt that he would have been a 
distinguished man in any country in which a 
field for his exertions had existed: the facts of 
his elevation attest this ; but the ccmfirmation is 
to be found in the measures he pursued to 
maintain order and industry, by which only he 
could ensure the independence of his country. 

In order to be freed from the presence of his 
early -friends, Sonthonax and Laveaux, he pror 
cured their election as deputies from the colony 
to the legislative body in France — an honour 
that could not be rejected. With every external 
demonstration of respect, these two personages 
were dismissed from St. Domingo ; and many 
black officers who disapproved of such mea- 
sures, accompanied them to Europe. 

Raimond alone remained of the last party of 
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fire commiasioners, and he co-operated with 
Toussaint. (^gaud still was in arms for the 
I republic in me Souths without coalescing with 
' the Black leader; Notwithstanding the external 
demonstrations of cordiality and confidence on 
the part of the directory, it would seem that 
they feared the ascendancy of their general-in- 
chief/ and sent out General Hedouville (who 
had previously been employed in some delicate 
missions) as their agent. This officer, notwith* 
standing his reputation, committed a capital 
fault in marking his distrust in his new col- 
league by landing at the city of Santo Do« 
mingb ; and some ill-timed remarks of his staff 
confirming Toussaint's suspicions, led to the 
assassination (it is asserted by his orders) of 
two of Hedouville's aides-de-camp. The at- 
tempt that the general made to reconcile 
Rigaud and Toussmnt also iailed, owing pro- 
bably to the mutual distrust of all parties. 
After the British had evacuated, in 1798, their 
last stronghold, Toussaint appears to have 
thought it unnecessary to retain his disguise, 
at least in the colony. An insurrection was ex- 
cited among the cultivators, and Hedouville 
was obliged to embark. In an artful letter to 
the directory, the now uncontrolled general-in-* 
<kie{ laid claim to having re-established order 



48 NOTES ON HAITI. 

and regulaiity, after they had been thoroughly 
aobverted. 

HedoQYille left a fatal legacy to Haiti. Al- 
though Toussaint had long held the cominisaon 
of general-in-chiefy the same rank was by him 
conferred on Rigaud; thus creating an addi- 
tional motiye for contention between these two 
leaders and their respective followers. It was 
in Tain that Roome (who had returned from 
the East) endeavoured to reconcile these two 
parties ; for each giving way to the most unre- 
strained passions, carried on a war of extermi- 
nation, which ended early in 1800 in the 
expulsion of Rigaud, and the firm establishment 
of his rival's authority. After the discomfiture 
of the Mulatto party, Toussaint despatched his 
satellite Dessalines to chastise the great body 
of that unfortunate people ; and the atrocities 
which he is described to have perpetrated in 
the South are said to have exceeded even those 
of his chief. It is recorded that upwards of 
ten thousand persons of both sexes were immor 
lated during his expedition, with every refine- 
ment in cruelty. 

Previous to these successes, the consular 
gOTemment had been established in France ; 
and it would seem that Bonaparte wished to 
regain that influence^ the decline of which had 
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been clearly proved by the expulsion of Hedou- 
ville; and to attain this^ he sent out Vincent, 
(who had been despatched by Roume to inform 
the directory of the sanguinary and desolating 
warfare between the rival chiefs,) and General 
Michel, both of whom were associated in the 
commission with Kaimond. Toussaint, suspi- 
cious of fraud, arrested both his own friend 
Vincent and his colleague, but liberated theAi 
on their arrival at the Cape,* where they com^ 
municated to him the change of government in 
France, as well as the confirmation by the con- 
suls of his rank of general-in-chief of the army of 
St. Domingo. This confirmation was naturally 
grateful to the black leader; but he distrusted 
the proclamation of the first consul to the citi- 
zens of St. Domingo, announcing the revolution 
at home ; promising the formation of laws suit- 
able to their 'condition; and pledging hindself 
to respect the liberty and equality of the blacks. 
Confidence could not be inspired, even by the 
flattering conclusion of the proclamation : — 
" Braves noirs !. souveriez vous que le peuple 
Fran5ais seul reconnait vos droits/* The scheme 
of legislating in France for St, Domingo was 
probably the principal cause of dissatisfaction : 
be that as it may, Michel was treated with so. 

VOL. II. " c 
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much coldness^ that he returned to Europe, 
leaving his two colleagues behind. 

Being now freed from domestic riyals. Tons- • 
saint began to deyelope his schemes of personal 
aggrandisement; he received with kindness the 
old colonists^ restored the Gregorian calendar^ 
in opposition to that of the republican style ; 
attached to his person white officers; treated, 
the clergy with unbounded reverence; and sur- 
rounded himself with a chosen body-guard of 
one thousand eight hundred men^ dressed in 
the costume of the old " gardes du corps" of 
France. He selected, without reference to com- 
plexion, the most efficient officers for every 
branch of the public service, and promoted agri- 
culture both for home use and foreign export, on 
the last of which he well knew his pecuniary 
resources depended. Under the pretext of en- 
forcing the treaty of Basle, he announced in 
1800 to the Spanish governor, Don Joachim 
Garcia, his intention of taking possession of the. 
Spanish colony ; and in spite of the Spaniard's 
moderation and the arrival of the French vessel 
with dispatches (which brought, as was ex- 
pected, orders against such an attempt), he 
pressed forward at the head of an irresistible 
force, and occupied the whole of the Spanish 
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colony. The messenger with the dispatches 
was then permitted to dehver his miavailing 
instructions. 

The next step in his (Career was^ with the aid 
of Borgella,^ Pascal and others, to promulgate 
the constitution of the colony of St. Domingo, 
(without the sanction of the French govern- 
ment,) by which he was declared governor for 
life. But still the title of colony was retained; 

He sent home Vincent with this act of inde- 
pendence, in spite of the most honorable and 
manly remonstrances : but all was unavsuling, 
for the negro chief's decision had been taken. 
The peace of Amiens being concluded, the ruler 
of France was left at full liberty to pursue his 
colonial views, and to oppose the independent 
projects of the governor of the'colony. But to 
effect thia there was more knowledge requisite 
than even Napoleon possessed. . xoussaint had 
formed and maintained a respectable military es- 
tablishment, the discipline of which, according 
to Lacroix, was enforced with an inexorable ri- 
gour — Ufe and obedience, or death and disobe- 
dience being the alternatives. The well-doing of 
the superior officers was secured by the system of 
farming which he had estabhshed, and according 

* See Appendix, note (S.) 
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io Lacroix, the whole were ccMitiolled by ther i 
discreet use of certain wcwd?. ''They were 
told,'' says that distinguished officer, '' that 
they were free ; and they believed it, because, 
by a series of adroit insinuations, they .ranked 
above the cultivators, and every soldier was 
right who complained of a black who was not a 
soldier. The supremacy of the military negro 
caused him to be feared and obeyed.'^* 
/ The anxiety of the French ruler to re-acquire , 
an ascendancy in the West Indian ArchipeJ^o . 
led him to fit out, early in December 1801, an 
expedition under the command of his brother- 
in-law. General Le Clerc, against St. Doming^.! 
the naval command being assigned to Admiral 
Villaret Joyeuse. They arrived at the end of 
January .1802, and, early in February,; Cape 
Fran9ois, then under the orders of Christophe, 
was summoned. Christophe refused, by the 
orders of Toussaint, to receive the French arma- 
ment ; but finding resistance vain, he set fire 
to the city, (giving the example by kindling his 
own house,) and evacuated it, leaving nothing, 
but ruins to the invaders. 

Fort Dauphin and Port-au-Prince soon fell 
into the hands of the J'rench. An attempt was 

* Memoires, par Lacroix, torn. i. p. 408. 
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ti^en frmtleflel J made to induce Toussaint to 
abandon his own caose, by the mediation of his 
duldren, who, with their tutor Coesnon, had 
gone from Fiance : the intendew, as described 
by Laanoix, was touching, and marked the stern 
character of the negro general* 

In the West and South, the war was main- 
tained with vigour ; nor was it until after much 
bloodshed,, and the memorable defence of Cr^te 
k Pierrot, which baffled the repeated attacks of 
the French gener^ that Toussaint, Dessalines, 
and Christophe submitted to Le Clerc. Shortly 
after that submission the former was treacher^ 
ously arrested for alleged treasons, and sent to 
France, where he perished in the Ch&teau de 
Joux — *' Crisp^ de froid et des regrets," as it is 
expressed by Lacroix. Shortly after this most 
of the native leaders submitted -^ but a succession 
of injudicious measures by Le Clerc, both towards 
the coloured officers and the black labourers, 
excited disgust : the defection of one chief was 
followed by that of another ; and the governor- 
general lived just long enough to witness the 
entire failure of all his objects. Montl;Lolon, in, 
his Memoirs, gives some curious information , 
respecting the blunders of this expedition. 

Rdchai^^beaufsucceeded in the command, and, 
by enormities that rivalled those of Dessalines, 



54 NOTES ON HAITI. 

•oon alienated the few black and coloured 
partisans of France. After an imyarying sue* 
cession ofTiolence and crime on both sides^ the 
French aimy were reduced to the last extre- 
mity, and had the altematiTe of capture by 
Dessalines, or of capitulation to the English 
squadron, which^in consequence of the renewal 
of hostihties between Great Britain and France, 
blockaded the harbour of Cape Francois under 
the orders of Commodore Loring. The memory 
of Rochambeau in Haiti is associated with 
all that is infamous ; and even with some of 
his own countrymen it ranks very low. The 
cruelties described to have been perpetrated by 
him have produced an impression that can 
never be removed, and will long maintain that 
extreme jealousy of French advances, which 
may be considered an essential part of every 
Haitian's creed. The evacuation of the Cape 
took place on the 28th of November, 1803.* 

* According to lAcroiz, at tbe time of tbeir expulsion, which 
may be considered final of the French* the actual loss of the 
expeditionary array by sickness, battle and murder, amoonted 
to sixty-two thousand four hundred and eighty •one persons/ Of 
forty-two general officers, seventyfive perished J^ ▼iolence : 
and of eleven general officers of the colonial f6rce»niDe perished 
miserably. 
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CHAP. IV. 

FixBt establishment of independence— Deftalinea, general- 
in-chief — Cbarecter — Treachery— Declaration ci indepen- 
dence — Atrocity of Dessalines — Invasion of the Eaat— Ai- 
snmption of imperial dignity — Cruelties — Revolotion^Es- 
tablishment of two repabllcs under Christophe and PetioD— 
Cbristophe king — His character — Lawe^Court— Nobility-^ 
Order of knigfathood— Poticy— Treasttre— Deatb-^CoBse- 
quences. 



This event may be considered as completing 
the second great epoch of the revolution of 
,St. Domingo^ in which its independence, as a 
; separate state, was estabUshed de facto. Des- 
salines, as the senior officer, was chosen general* 
in-chief of the *' indigene army." He had been 
originally the slave of a free negro of his 
own name, and was unable either to read 
or write.y His personal activity, courage, and 
mihtary talents, are said to have been consider- 
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able ; but these were overbalanced by his igno- 
ranoe^ by an unrestrained cruelty, as well as 
by a most preposterous * yanity. His private 
morals were execrable; and the only person 
who appears to have exercised any kindly influ- 
ence over him was his second wife, who was 
alive when I was at. Port-au-Prince, respected 
by all who knew her, and honoured chiefly for 
the humanity with which she afibrded protec- 
tion, under the most critical circumstances, to 
every unfortunate being who needed it, without 
distinction of colour. . 

A short time after the evacuation of the 
French army appeared inevitable Bessalines^ 
as one of his first acts as general-in-chief, ad- 
dressed a proclamation to the inhabitants of ^ 
CapeFran9ois, "to drive away the fears" that 
the approaching change might produce, and to 
assure them, that the war had " no reference to 
the inhabitants of the colony; and that he 
sought to insure the tranquillity of the inhabi- 
tants, of all colours.*' He farther appealed to 
his conduct to tjie inhabitants of every class at 



* This pasflion displaced itself in a whimsical way, in ez- 
hibitions as a dancer» with which he gratified bis countrymen. 
He always had a dancing-master in bis suite to increase his ac- 
complishmentsr; The duty of instruction must have been ana- 
logons to that of teaching a tiger civilisation. •. 
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J, CayeSy and Port-au-Prince, a» a *' cer- 
tain pledge of his good fSeuth and honour." 
And he invited all who chose to st^y to in- 
dulge their inclinations, and permitted all who 
desired it to accompany the French army. * 

On the eye of the evacuation another pro- 
damation, bearing the names of Dessalines, 
Christophe, and Clervaux, was particularly ad- 
dressed, to the proprietary of St. Domingo, 
guuunteeing the lives and properties of all who 
had abandoned the notions of slavery, inviting 
those who had fled to return, and deploring 
the assassin:9.t]ons of mapy, from '* the soldiery 
and labourers, blinded by a recollection of for- 
mer wrongs." — "We sigh," says this perfidious 
document, *^ with every generous soul over 
their deplorable lot ; and we declare to the uni- 
verse, whatever evil intentioned people may 
say, that these murders have been committed 
against the will of our hearts. " f 

Although the independence was established, 
de facto, by the expulsion of Rochambeau and 
his army, yet it was not formally announced 
before the 1st of January, 1804, when the Act 
of Independence,^ signed by all the generals, 

• Histoire d*Haiti, pp. 407, 408. 

t Ibid. p. 410. 

t See note (T) in Appendix. • 
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was promulgated^ and a proclamation bearing 
the name of Dessalines alone was issued.^ The 
.summary of the former, as will be seen at the 
end of the volume, was, that " the general-in* 
chief, having assembled all the leaders of the 
army, had explained that their true interests 
rendered it necessary to secure to the people 
of Haiti a stable government, and to secure the 
ind^endence of their country ; that the gene- . 
rals had sworn to posterity — ^to the whole uni- / ] 
verse — to renounce France for ever, and to die' 
rather than live under her dominion.*' The pro- 
clamation* was fuller. It declared that the 
expulsion of the French was not enough : that 
a last act of national authority was necessary 
to assert eternal Uberty in their coxmtry, and 
to destroy all hope in the French of ever 
re-enslaving them : that independence or death 
ought to be their rallying cry: that nothing 
had been done, while the French name still 
stained the country : that every thing revived 
recollections of that '* barbarous people" — 
laws, manners, and even names of towns — 
while every thing showed that there was nothing 
in conunon aniong the two nations: that cli- 
mate, colour, distance of one from the other, 

* See note (U) in Appendix. 
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all proved the fact. All ages, sexes, and con- 
ditionSy were invoked to avenge the wrongs of 
their country on those who should attempt to 
deprive them of their acquired rights, particu- 
lariy the French, whom they were called upon 
to put to death whenever they should dare to 
violate the " territory " of Uberty. They were 
next ui^d to follow the example of those na- 
tions who, looking anxiously to futurity, and 
apprehensive of leaving to posterity an example 
of baseness, preferred extermination to slavery. 
The address recommended abstinence from any 
interference with their neighbours, who^ unlike 
ihefnselves, had never suffered from the it/ranny 
of their rulers, and had no vengeance to level 
against the authority that protected them : peace 
with all the world except France. It called on 
the inhabitants to maintain their independence 
at any cost. It urged them to remember that 
for fourteen years Dessalines had sacrificed 
every thing for them — relations, children, for- 
tune ! That hb sole riches consisted in their 
liberty ; that his name was held in abhorrence 
by all tyrants and lovers of slavery^ and that if 
they should refuse or receive sullenly the laws 
dictated by their guardian genius, they would 
deserve " the fete of ungrateful people.'* 
At this time the aboriginal name of Haiti was 
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adopted, and DeBsalmes was named goyemor- 
general for life. Thus established, he proceeded 
with less caution in his designs against the 
white colonists, many of whom, allured by his i 
promises of protection, had remained^ and 
others had returned, in the belief that these 
promises would have been held sacred. In the 
proclamation of the 1st of January there was 
enough to eXcite distrust ; but it does not ap- 
pear to have done so. The first serious mis- 
givings are said to have \>een raised by .aT pro- 
clamation in the month of February, directfhg. - 
judicial proceedings against all those who had 
participated in the atrocities of Le Clerc and 
Rochambeau. The object was apparently to 
induce the entire population to revenge their 
friends. But public feeling did not go with^' 
him, and he then commenced a military expe- 1 
dition, ynth which he overran the principal 
towns, marking his footsteps with blood * and ( 
slaughter. 

The base treachery of the whole transaction 
was completed in a manner worthy of the au- 

* In the former volume, p. 9, an authentic instance is re- 
corded of part of the system pursued at this time. I heard 
many others, which it is unnecessary to recount, as the proceed- 
ings are famBiar to every one conversant with this period of 
Haitian history. 
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tfaor. . A proclamation was issued, stating, that 
the French having been soffidently punished, 
those who had escaped the butchery were in- 
vited to the principal square to receive certifi- 
cates of protection. Many of the unhappy 
wretches who escaped obeyed the summons. 
They were all seized, conveyed to the place of 
execution, and shot. 

' A few of the clergy, medical men, and some 
others, amounting altogether to about one-tenth 
of the whole, were spared : and the 20th of 
April witnessed the last of these sanguinary 
outrages on humanity. 

. Many, and among the rest Christophe, highly 
disapproved of these proceedings ; but Dessa- 
liues boasted of them, and of the superiority of 
his mind to those narrow views that restrict re- 
tributive justice ; and even accused Toussaint 
of a want of fidelity to his own caste. He ex- 
ultingly declares, *' Oui, nous avons rendu ces 
anthropophages guerre pour guerre, crime 

pour CRIME, OUTRAGE pOUr OUTRAGE. Oui, 

j'ai sauv6 mon pays — j'ai veng6 TAm^rique! 
L'aveu que je fais k la face du ciel et de la terre, 
fait mon orgueil et ma gloire : quelle est pour 
moi la consequence de Topinion qu'auront de 
ma conduite mes contemporains et les g6n^ra- 
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tions futures? J'ai fait men devoir; je m'ap-' 
prouve : cela me suffit.*'* 

The reason assigned to me for this horrible 
breach of ftith was, that Dessalines wished to 
compromise all his countrymen so deeply with 
France, as to render any future ccmnexion im* 
possible. Others have. said, that a promise of 
vengeance made to his army before the occu- 
pation of Cape Frangois was thus cruelly re- 
deemed. No motive, however, can lessen the 
horror with which the uncontrolled fury of 
this savage can be regarded. 

The city of St. Domingo, which had fallen 
into the hands of a detachment of the French 
army before Toussaint's submission, still dis- 
played the banner of the mother country. It 
therefore became an object of attention to 
Dessalines as soon as his massacre had been 
completed. He collected a force, and his en- 
tity into the Spanish territory was preceded by 

* This passage ia extracted firom the Histoire D'Haiti ; on 
the authority of which, confiniied by respectable native evidence 
io the republic, the above details rest. I never saw any copy 
of the proclamation, except in the work cited j bat as its au- 
thenticity was never denied by the most competent persons, 
it is fair to look upon it as genuine, especially as it conesponds 
with the character of the man. 



J 



INVASION OF THE EAST. 63 

a proclamation^ accusing^ the imfortunate in- 
habitants of treason and of violation of trea.- 
ties. He in person headed one corps d'arm^, 
that penetrated by way of San jj^uan, while 
Clervaux advanced by the Northern frontier, 
as has been already mentioned. Both these 
corps formed a junction nnder the walls of th^ 
city of Santo Domingo, and vsSnIy besieged it 
for some weeks; a vigorous resistance having 
been made by General Ferrand, the governor. 
The unexpected appearance of a small French 
squadron led to a precipitate flight, and the 
retreat may still be traced by the wanton de- 
struction that took place. Some notice of this 
has been already taken. 

After Dessalines* return from this unhallowed 
expedition he intrigued for, and procured his 
own nomination as Emperor of Haiti : — ^he was 
consecrated on the 8th of October, 1804, by 
the capuchin Bi-elle, who was afterwards Chris- 
tophe's first , archbishop. A new constitution, 
aftier the abandonment of the colonial title of go- 
vernor-general for that of emperor, was a ne- 
cessary consequence; and accordingly it was 
submitted to the approbation of the new-made 
monarch on the 20th of May 1805, by twenty- 
three generals, at the head of whom was Chris- 
tophe : but it included Petion and all the 



■ 
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otber general officers of the island. This ^^m-* 
stitution has been printed in the reports laid 
before the House of Commons last year^* in 
pursuance of an address to his Majesty in 1828. 
Apparent provisions are made for the govern- 
ment in all its branches ; but the spirit of the. 
legislators and their notions of liberty may be 
gathered from the 30th article, which runs thus : 
" L'Empereuryart, scelle, et promulgue les lois ; 
nomme et r^voque k sa volonte les ministres ^ 
les g&i^raux en cheif de Tarmee ; les conseillers 
d'etat ; les g6neraux et autres agens de I'empire ; 
les officiers de I'annee, de terre et de mer ; les- 
membres de les administrations locales ; les com-, 
missaires du gouvernement prfes les tribunaux ; 
les juges et autres fonctionnaires publics." In 
short, the Entire power was vested in the em- 
peror, and ^^e could of course delegate extraor- 
dinary authority to others. It was by this consti- 
tution that, for the first time,>^ll whites were ex- 
cluded from being or ever becoming proprietors. 
All Haitians too were to[be called blacks , although 
a few whites had become citizens. The spirit 
of the times was strongly marked by the con- 
cluding article " Au premier coup de canon 



• See communications received at the Foreign Office relative 
to Haiti.— Parliametitarj Papers, 10th June 1S28, p. ^34. 
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d'ajarme les yiUes disparabaent, el la nation 
est debqut." 

. The cruelties committed almost daily by Des- 
salines soon midermined the devotion of his 
adherents; and. in 1806 a conspiracy was or*- 
gajiised by Gerin, then secretary at War^' and 
nicknamed ' Cote de fer/ (retion, and others. 
It is said (and it is also denied) that Chris* 
tophe/was a party to the plot, although he did 
pot . appear ; and, indeed, when it broke out 
prematurely in the South, He affected that yain 
attempts had been made to shake his fidehty. 
/iSessalines, whoee personal courage never seems 
/to have deserted him, on learning what had 
I occurred, immediately proceeded with a small 
force to Port-au-Prince^ where he expected 
support from Petion. Inough dissuaded from 
advancing, he persisted, and pressed forward, 
attended by only a few officers of his staff. At 
a short distance from Port-au-Prince, at a place 
called * Pont Rouge,' on the 17th October, 
.1806, he fell into an ambuscade, when expect- 
ing to meet his own advanced-guard. Irri- 
tated, but not intimidated, he rode boldly up 
to the men to chastise them with his . cane, 
, when he fell pierced with balls, and his body 
; was brutally mangled. Only one of his staff 
• escaped^' which he djd by recognising, before he 
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had approached too nearly the troops of the 
. South, who were awaiting the emperor. 

The death of the despot once more set 
intrigners at work; and the most prominent^ 
were Petion and Christophe^ On the 27th •, 
December, 1806, deputies who affected to re* 
present the people, but who had been in fact 
named through the influence of these two ge* 
nerals, assembled, and formed the constituent 
assembly. Gerin, soon disgusted, withdrew. 
The competition lay between Petion and Chris- 
tophe, as the ostensible chiefs of the two great 
parties, though the seniority of the latter was 
in his favour. The constitution* of 1806 was 
formed : it consisted of various articles, classed 
under thirteen heads, comprehending the prin* 
ciples on which the recent revolution had been 
founded. The first class may be regarded as 
declaratory : by its provisions slavery was for 
ever abolished^ the executive was declared to 
be elective, and not hereditary in any family ; 
the republic to be at peace with all her neigh- 
bours ; that the house of every man was his 
castle ; and that thenceforward no white man 
should hold landed property. The remaining 
^ twelve classes embraced the territorial divisions 
of the state ; the necessary qualifications for 

, •See Appendix, |ote (V.) 
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citizenship ; the idiigion to be Roman Catholic ; 
the composition of the senate ; the duties and 
attributes of the president; the fonnati(Hi of 
conrts of law ; the Organisation of the army ; 
the protection of agriculture and commerce ; 
the state of the finances; and several minor 
pcMBts. Hating adjusted these points, it be- 
came necessary to elect a chief. The presi- 
dency was offered to Christophe ; but it was so 
burd^ied with conditions, to which he would 
not assent, that he would not accept the office 
at Ihe hands of the assembly; but assuming the 
titles of president and generalissimo, he col- 
lected an army, and pushed on to Port-au- 
Prince.^ On the 1st January, 1807, he encoun- 
tered Petion at a place called Cibert, about a 
league from the city X^ a smart action ensued, 
which ended in the complete defeat of the 
Southern army. Their leader escaped with di^ 
Acuity. Christophe then beleaguered the city 
for a fortnight, after which he withdrew to the 
. North, the whole of which he successively sub- 
dued; until he extended his frontier from St. 
Mark to Mirebalais, where he came into contact 
with the Spanish boundary. On his return to 
the Cape he assembled a council, consisting of 
general officers and the leading citizens, at the 
. head of whom wa8^ General Romain, after- 
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wards Prince de Liinb^. As a matter of course, 
a fresh constitution wa^ concocted,' and it was 
put forth on the 17th February, 1807. I haye 
never succeeded in obtaining an authenticated 
copy of it ; but its principal provisions, as given 
by Placide Justin, resembles very closely that 
of Port-au-Prince, except that the presidency 
was for life, with the right of naming a suc- 
cessor ; and that magistrate had the nomination 
of the council of nine, who formed the deUber- 
ative body: beside^, he alone proposed laws, 
which, though passed by the council, were in- 
effectual without his final approval. Thus all 
real power centred in his hands. 

The disputes between the two chiefs, were 
maintained with vigour until 1812, when a, 
t^ce seems to have been tacitly admitted. A; 
second siege of Port-au-Prince had failed, and 
there was no immediate prospect, though ac- 
tive hostilities were suspended, of a union 
between the two parties ; for . Christophe, who 
was generally the assailant, was engaged with 
other, pursuits, which most probably distracted 
his attention from his adversaiy. It is certain, 
from their mutual recriminations, that the ces- 
sation of violence did not arise from any increase 
of esteem. On the 28th' March, 1811, an act 
was passed by the council already described. 
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eafitledy *^ Loi: Constitutionnelle du Conseil 
d'Etat, .qui ^tablit la royaut6 al.Hayti,''* and 
Christophe was declared the fiist king of Hayt^ 
under the name of Henry I. Whoever is curious 
to obtain nunute information on the history of 
this transaction may with adTantage consult an 
octavo volume^ written by the Count.de limonr 
ade, entitled; '^Relation des Glorieux £<v^e- 

c 

mens/' &c. &c. printed at Cape Henry, 1811. . 

By this constitutional law the absolute power 
of the monarch and the principles of feodal 
law were established. In the month of January, 
1812, the Code Henry, consisting of seven laws, 
was prepared by the same council, and receive<f 
the royal sanction. Tliis code is a digest of the 
laws passed for the general government of the 
kingdom ; but it appears to be less than equi- 
Tocal that the will of the sovereign was para- 
mount to the written law. 

In the work of Count de limonade there is 
an ostentatious statement of the arrangements 
consequent on the 'erection of the monarchy 5 
the establishment of various ranks of. nobility ; 
the creation of an order of knighthood, that of 
St. Henry ; and all the exterior of an old court, 
show how earnest Henry was in elevating his 
court to a level, at least in form, with that of 

* See Appendix, note (W.) 
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adopted, and Dessalmes was named govemcM'* 
general for life. Thus established, he proceeded 
with less caution in his designs against the ^ 
white colonists, many of whom, allured by his i 
promises of protection, had remained^ and 
others had returned, in the belief that these 
promises would have been held sacred. In the 
proclamation of the 1st of January there was 
enough to eXcite distrust ; but it does not ap- 
pear to have done so. The first serious mis- 
givings are said to have been raised by (a pro- 
clamation in the month of February, directihg. - 
judicial proceedings against all those who had 
participated in the atrocities of Le Clerc and 
Rochambeau. The object was apparently to 
induce the entire population to revenge their 
friends. But public feeling did not go with^ 
him, and he then commenced a military expe- -. 
dition, with which he overran the principal 
towns, marking his footsteps with blood * and f 
slaughtet. 

The base treachery of the whole transaction 
was coo.pI*d in a Lner worthy of tho au- 

* In the former volume, p. 9, an authentic instance is re- 
corded of part of the system pursued at this time. I heard 
many others, which it is unnecessary to recount, as the proceed- 
ings are familiar to every one conversant with this period of 
Haitian history. 
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t 

thor. ^ A proclamation was issued^ stating^ that 
the French having been sufficiently punished, 
those who had escaped the butchery were in- 
I Tited to the principal square to receive certifi- 

I cates of protection. Many of the unhappy 

wretches who escaped obeyed the summons. 
They were all seized, conveyed to the place of 
execution, and shot. 

- A few of the clergy, medical men, and some 
others, amounting altogether to about one-tenth 
of the whole, were spared : and the 20th of 
April witnessed the last of these sanguinary 
Qutrs^es on humanity. 
i . Many, and among the rest Christophe, highly 

disapproved of these proceedings ; but Dessa- 
i linesi boasted of them, and of the superiority of 

I , his mind to those narrow views that restrict re- 
tributive justice ; and even accused Toussaint 
of a want of fidelity to his own caste. He ex- 
ultingly declares, " Oui, nous avons rendu ces 
anthropophages guerre pour guerre, crime 

pour CRIME, OUTRAGE pOUr OUTRAGE. Oui, 

j'ai sauv^ mon pays — j'ai venge TAm^rique! 
L'aveu que je fais k la face du ciel et de la terre, 
fait mon orgueil et ma gloire : quelle est pour 
moi la. consequence de Topinion qu'auront de 
ma conduite mes contemporains et les g^n^ra- 
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lions ftttures? J'ai fait mon devoir; je m'a|H< 
prouve : cela me suffit."* 

The reason assigned to me for this horrible 
breach of ISsith was, that Dessalines wished to 
compronuse all his countrymen so deeply with 
France, as to render any future connexion im* 
possible. Others have . said, that a promise of 
vengeance made to his army before the occu- 
pation of Cape Frangois was thus cruelly re- 
deemed. No motive, however, can lessen the 
horror with which the uncontrolled fury of 
this savage can be regarded. 

The city of St. Domingo, which had fallen 
into the hands of a detachment of the French 
army before Toussaint's submission, still dis- 
played the banner of the mother country. It 
therefore became an object of attention to 
Dessalines as soon as his massacre had been 
completed. He collected a force, and his en- 
t^y into the Spanish territory was preceded by 



* This passage is extracted froni the Histoire D'Haiti ; on 
the authority of which, Gonfinfied by respectable natiTe evidence 
10 the republic, the above details rest. I never saw any copy 
of the proclamation, except in the work cited j but as its au- 
thenticity was never denied by the most competent persons, 
it is fair to look upon it as genuine, especially as it corresponds 
with the character of the man. 
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a proclamation^ accusing the unfortunate in- 
habitants of treason and of vicdation of trear 
ties. He in person headed one corps d'arm^^ 
that penetrated by way of San ^<Jiian, while 
Clervaux advanced by the Northern frontier, 
as has been already mentioned. Both these 
corps formed a junction under the walls of th^ 
city of Santo Domingo, and v^nly besieged it 
for some weeks ; a vigorous resistance having 
been made by General Ferrand, the governor. 
The unexpected appearance of a small French 
squadron led to a precipitate flight, and the 
retreat may still be traced by the wanton de- 
struction that took place. Some notice of this 
has been already taken. 

After Dessalines* return from this unhallowed 
expedition he intrigued for, and procured his 
own nomination as Emperor of Haiti ; — ^he was 
consecrated on the 8th of October, 1804, by 
the capuchin Brelle, who was afterwards Chris- 
tophers first , archbishop. A new constitution, 
after the abandonment of the colonial title of go- 
vemor-geneml for that of emperor, ms a ne- 
cessary consequence; and accordingly it was 
submitted to the approbation of the new-made 
monarch on the 20th of May 1805, by twenty- 
three generals, at the head of whom was Chris- 
tophe : but it included Petion and all the 
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CHAPTER V. 



Petion elected President — Hb history — His system — Friendlj 
to Britain — Gamnan'sreTolt— Anrival of Rigaod — SepaiatiiQii 
of the South— Fire goveniments — Death of Petion — ^Elec- 
tion of Boyer— Union of whole Island — French negotiation* 
— Baron Mackao— Recognition of independence — ArriTal of 
foreign agents. 

After Christophe had retired from the siege i 
of Port-au-Prince, in January, 1807, the con- / 
stituent assembly, then sitting in that city, were 
left at leisure to select a president more suited 
to their views ; and all opposition having been 
lulled by previous intrigues, Alexander Petion, 
now styled the founder of the republic, was 
chosen president for four years. This chief V 
real name was Sabez, the son of a French 
jeweller at Port-au-Prince^ At the commence- 
ment of the revolution he had rendered him- 
self conspicuous by his talents, as well as by 



HISTOET or PSTION. 75 

an insatiable love of intrigue. vQn the English 
invasion he devoted himself with zeal and fide«- 
lity to the service of the French republic, in 
which he attained the rank of chef de brigade. 
In that capacity he served in the contests be- 
tween Rigaud and Toussaint ; and on the defeat 
of the former he accompanied him to Francey 
whence he returned to Haiti with the expedition- 
ary army under Le Clerc; He directed the artil- 
leryatCr^te at Pierrot, and was eventually placed 
in the command of twelve hundred men, with 
wh<»ai he gallantly served France, until a short 

* 

time before the death of the governor-general, 
when he abandoned the post assigned for him, 
and joined the insurgents with the whole of his 
party. .^ The French allege concert with the re- 
bels as the cause of his defection : his friends 
declare that the discovery of a secret plan to 
cut him oflF, with the whole of his men, alone 
actuated him. It is probable that the mutual 
distrust of both parties may have given rise to 
acts on both sides that may countenance both 
assertions. The effect on Petion was decided : 
from the moment of his secession he became 
the determined enemy of France, being as de- 
voted in his hatred of, . as he had previously 
been in his zeal for, that country. He was 
one who signed the Act of Independence in 
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1804, and who also signed Dessalines' Con-^ 
stitution of 1806, by which that chief became 
emperor. 

<^1^ great objects of Petion's life appear to 
have been the; consolidation and improyement 
of the republic, and the subversion of the au- 
thority of his Northern rival. The materials 
with which he had to operate r^idered the ac-^- 
complishment of his task exceedingly arduous. 
He was the chief of the smallest numerical 
caste, and consequently did not dare to act 
with the rigour of his opponent. The blacks 
were to be propitiated ; and, to accomplish this 
important end, he was driven to temporising 
measures: necessity appears to have forced 
him into a systematic opposition to those of 
Christophe. Though his exchequer was so low, 
that he issued base money^ and he knew well 
that, without exports, it would be vain to expect 
to carry on commerce or to obtain a revenue, 
yet he encouraged repose. Though declaiming 
in favour of industry, he protected idleness t 
instead of resolutely punishing disorder, he 
palliated crime, and, when it became too strong, 
got rid of it by intrigue : instead of enforcing 
the discharge of public and private duties, he 
wmked at licentiousness. His partisans in- 
creased in number, though probably not itk 
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respectability; and his police is said to have 
been most wretchedly inefficient. 

Petion, however, encouraged trade, especi- 
ally with Great Britain, to which he gave a 
decided preference, by reducing the duties on 
British goods to five per cent, while those levied 
on every other nation were twelve percent:* he 
introduced the subdivision of land, in the hope 
that every proprietor .of land would thus have 
.an individual interest in the soil; and he was 
anxious to reduce his mihtary force. He also 
introduced a base coinage; and it is estimated, 
. whether correctly or not I cannot say, that at the 
time of his. death twelve millions of dollars of 
this depreciated currency were in circulation, al- 
though he had only issued about five millions. 
, At present a similar coinage exists, and is exten- 
sively counterfeited ; and the distinction between 
.the real and the imitative money is, that the 
latter contains more silver and is better executed. 

In addition to the distresses already alluded 
to, Petion had to contend with internal dissen- 
siDn. About the end of 1807 Jean Baptiste 
Perrier dit Gaumcm or Goman, raised the stan- 
dard of revolt among the mountains of J^r^mie, 
ostensibly to promote the cause of Christophe, 

* See Appendix, note (X.) 
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but more probably to effect some more personal 
object y ,and carried on for years a successful 
predatory warfare : in 1810 General Rigaud, 
who had been detained in France from the 
time he had been sent back, without having 
been allowed to land at the Cape, by General 
Le Clerc, escaped by the way of the United 
States, and appeared at Cayes, whence he pro- 
ceeded to the capital. Rigaud's partisans assert 
that he left France secretly : Petion*s party, on 
the othec hand, as confidently allege that he 
was an emissary of Napoleon ; and in support 
of this allegation adduce many statements. 
Whether one or other of these be true, it is 
certain that the two chiefs met with mutual 
.suspicion; Rigaud naturally regarding his for- 
mer subaltern as occupying the station which 
he was entitled to fill ; while Petion became 
suspicious of the designs of his old commander. 
The reception was affectedly cordial, and the 
declarations of each appeared to be believed by 
the other. In a short time, however, suspicion 
changdd to disgust, and disgust was roused to 
animosity. After some warm differences Rigaud 
threw off the mask, and assumed the command 
of the province of the South, (under the style of 
general commanding in the Souths) assisted by 
a council resident at the city of Cayes. Va- 
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rious discusfiions and some military movements 
followed, without any^ definite result beyond a 
sort of armed truce ; and to¥rards the end of 
1811 the sunrivor of the earliest revolutionary 
chiefs expired at the plantation Laborde, near 
to Cayes. The present General Boi^ella, then 
Rigaud's second, succeeded to the supreme 
command, and shortly afterwards joined the 
party of the president. 

During the period just described the island 
{u-esented the singular spectacle of as many in- 
dependent goYemments as existed at its first 
discovery, viz. five \ that of Henry, of Petioa> 
I^gaud, Gauman, and Old Spain* 

The defection of some of Christophe's fleet 
augmented the resources of the republic ; and 
the revisal of the constitution of 1806, in 1816; 
by which the government was rendered appa«- 
. rently more popular by the^ formation of a lower 
, house, while the hands of the executive were 
: strengthened by various means, especially by 
I the office of president being for life,* with the 
i. right of naming a successor, were favourable 
to the wishes of Petion<; but still he was disap- 
pointed in the advancement of his favourite 
republic, and he sank under accumulated griefe. 

* Prenoas to this Potion had beeo re-elected president thrice, 
and a&er this revisioB he was chosen for life. 
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He died the 29th of March, 1818, after having 
presided over the republic upw^ds of eleven 
years. He i^ much lamented by his party ; but 
there are others who do not regard his memory 
with the same feelings. Amid such conflicting 
testimony as is adduced for and against this 
chief, it would be impossible to form a positive 
opinion ; but it appears probable, from balan* 
cing all that is alleged, that his ambition was 
as unbounded as that of Christophe ; but he 
possessed more prudence^ t^ greater power of 
self-command, and m(»re passive courage. It 
does not appear equally probable that he had 
less disposition to shed blood; he only con- 
trived (at least it is so said and corroborated by 
ample details) that offenders, or at least those 
who opposed him, should not fall by the hands 
of the executioner, but rather that they should 
do so in resisting authority of which they were 
probably ignorant. It must be admitted that 
the late president was surrounded by no ordi- 
nary difficulties; and it may not be impossible 
that these very difficulties may have occasionally 
led him to act in opposition both to his better 
judgment and to his better feelings. Previous 
to his death, he is reported to have given as a 
parting injunction to his successor. General 
iBoyer, " never to treat with France. '* 
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Hie. late president's nomination of General 
3oyer was confirmed, by the senate and prae- 
torian bands of Haiti. (This officer had been 
in the French service^ had emigrated with Ri* 
gaud and others, had been in the United States, 
and had accompanied Petion on his return in 
1802. He served as aide-de«camp to General 
Boye, who was chef d'etat major of Rocham- 
beau's army. Eventually he.Vas attached to 
Petion's stafi*, and 'became commandant of the 
city of Port-au-Prince* After his elevation the 
term of the political embarrassments of the re- 
public began to diminish. Very soon G^uman 
.'fell, after a laborious pursuit^ by Generals Bor- 
gella and Lys for nine months ; and in 1820 
i'Christophe's death re-opened the North. The 
.confusion and disunion among the leaders of the 
revolt afforded an opportunity to General Boyer, 
of which he very judiciously availed himself, by 
pressing forward with, a considerable force, and 
taking possession of every strong place in the 
late kingdom. Thus, fof the first time since the 
death of Dessalines, the whole of the late French 
St. Domingo was re-united' under one govern- 
ment. The sudden dissolution of the iron rule 
of Christophe produced such entire disorga- 
nisation, as to render it impossible to restore 
even so. much discipline as might have been 
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useful; and the habits of the North were 
gradually assimilated to those of the South. 
The supremacy of the Port-au-Prince govern- 
ment was not long undisturbed^ for scmie of 
Henry's old generals were accused of putting 
forth pretensions to the government. They were 
seized; some were tried, condemned, and exe- 
cuted; others destroyed themselves; and some 
fell as Romain has been described to have done 
in the first volume of these Notes. 

The repubUc being now- restored to its ori- 
ginal limits, the only object necessary to its- 
perfect internal consolidation that remained in- 
complete, was the acquisition of the Eastern, 
or Spanish portion of the island. The history 
of the revolutions that there occurred, from the 
treaty of Basle to 1822, have been already given. 
The final annexation at this last named period 
completed all the views of the Haitian govern- 
ment with respect to territory. Yet the ab- 
sence of all foreign recognition excluded them 
from political rank. Even Colombia, the chief 
of which owes so deep a debt of gratitude 
for essential services in the hour of necessity, 
refused to entertain political relations with her 
ancient friend. The first recognition (and it 
was essential that it should so originate) was 
from the mother coutitry. But as that act was 
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pr^eded by a long, series of negotiatioDSy it wiU 
be conyenient here to relate them very briefly 
in the order of succession. 

Immediately after the restoration of the 
Bourbons a powerful body of persons^ inter- 
^ted in St. Domingo, are said to have com- 
menced their intrigues ; and, so early as Octo* 
ber 1814, Dauxion Lavaysse, with Medina 
and Draverm^i, were sent out with instruc-* 
tions from the French minister of marine, M, 
Malouet. — ^The former proceeded to Port-au- 
Prince, and proposed to the president, Petion, 
that the sovereignty of France should be re- 
cognised, and that the president and the prin- 
cipal chiefs should be appointed president and 
members of a provisional government of Haiti, 
acting in the name of Louis XVIIL 

The Haitians refused to listen to these termsi^ 
but proposed that their independence should 
be recognised, on the payment of moderate in- 
demnity. This being considered inadmissible, 
Lavaysse's mission terminated, and was after- 
wards disclaimed by the French government. 
It is said that this negotiator was authorised 
to excite discord, which was well known to 
Petion; who, however, allowed him to return 
in safety. Not so with Medina, who had for*- 
merly served under Toussaint, and was accused 



84 NOT£S ON HAITI. 

of having betrayed his trust. By the intr^e» 
and treachery of Vastey, it was discovered that 
he was possessed of documents calculated to 
promote dissension. He was seized, exhibited 
in public, kept in close confinement, and was 
no more heard of: it is supposed that he was 
secretly assassinated: Draverman escaped. The 
next negotiation, in 1816, was intrusted to Vis- 
count de Fontanges and M. Esmangart, both for- 
merly large landed proprietors in St. Domingo. 
Their propositions, which were modifications of 
those made by Dauxion Lavaysse, were equally 
vain. These propositions were made both to 
Petion and Christophe. The third attempt was 
made in February 1821, about three years after 
the election of the President Boyer. M. Aubert 
de Petit Thouars was sent to renew negotiations 
on a different footing. The chief demands 
were: that the suzerainete of France should 
be acknowledged, and an indemnity paid for 
cession of territory and property. The second 
proposal was alone Ustened to: the first wias 
decidedly refused. As neither party would 
give way, all intercourse between the govern- 
ments ceased until 1823, when M. liot arrived 
at Port-au-Prince from the French govern- 
ment, and urged the president to make his own 
proposals, as every advance made by France 
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had been unavailing. This was accepted ; and 
General Boy6, who had formerly senred in St* 
Domingo mider Rochambean, and was a friend 
of the president, although a Frenchman, was 
named as the Haitian negotiator. He repaired 
to Europe in August 1823, and met M. Esman- 
gart at Brussels, where the conferences com* 
menced. The Haitians required that their in- 
dependence should be fully acknowledged ; 
that the flags of both nations should be ad- 
mitted into their respective ports, with the 
exception of those of the French colonies, 
with which Haiti was to maintain no inter- 
course; that, for four years, French goods io 
French bottoms should be exempted from all 
duties, and afterwards to have only one half 
of those imposed on others; that Haitian pro- 
duce in Wench ports were to pay no more than 
the duties levied on the most favoured nations ; 
that vessels of war, for the protection of com- 
merce, should reciprocally be aamitted into the 
ports of both countries ; and that political and 
commercial agents should be reciprocsdly ad- 
mitted. 

. All these points were agreed upon, except 
the mode of indemnifying France : a sum of 
money being demanded by the Frenchman, the 
negotiation ended. 
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In the month of November 1823 Esmangari 
despatched M. Laujon, on the part of the 
French goyemmenty to Haiti, to renew the ne- 
gotiation. The president, in compUance with 
this appUcation, sent, in May 1824, MM. La- 
rose and Rouanez with powers to offer a ob- 
tain sum to France as sn indemnity, payable 
either in money or produce, in five equal 
amounts ; to place the admission of all French 
goods in to the republic on the footing of the 
most favoured nation. On the other hand, 
they were to require that Haitian produce, 
either in French or Haitian bottoms, should 
pay no higher duties in France than similar 
productions from the French colonies. In all 
minor points the propositions corresponded 
with those made by General Boye. 

These were all adopted ; and Esmangart, for 
the first time, announced that the treaty could 
only apply to the French part of St. Domingo, 
as the king of France could not stipulate for 
the king of Spain. This was deemed inad- 
missible by the deputies from Haiti, who, in an 
interview with the French minister, Clermont 
Tonnere, stated that in the ordonnance decla- 
ratory of their independence (which was to be 
a preliminary to the treaty), the king of France 
would only reserve to himself the ** souverainete 
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ext^rieure.'' On these two proposals^ the nego* 
tiations again broke off, and the deputies re- 
turned in August to their own country. 

It does not appear that any public nego- 
tiation was carried on, whatever private com* 
munications may have been made, until the 
month of July 1826, ^hen Baron Mackau 
arrived, with a strong squadron of about four- 
teen ships of war, that remained in the bay of 
Port-au-Prince, while he himself proceeded to 
the capital, with the ordonnance of the 17th 
April 1825> in which the independence of 
French St. Domingo was recognised on the fol* 
lowing conchtions: that the ports should be open 
to all nations ; but that the French flag should 
only pay half duties both inwards and out- 
wards ; and that on^ hundred and fifty millions 
of francs should be paid, as an indemnity, in 
five equal payments,, the first on the 31st De- 
cember 1825. v.The ordonnance was accepted 
on the 11th July ;, and from tlie festivities de- 
scribed in the official papers, it would appear 
that a load of debt, and most humiliating con- 
ditions, were considered by the Haitian go- 
vernment matters of unfeigned delight: the 
people, however, I believe, think very dif- 
ferently. . Three new commissioners, MM. 
Daumec, Rouanez, and Fremont, accompanied 
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the baron on his return to France, for the ptir* 
pose of completing a treaty, and of raisii^ a 
loan to ' extinguish their debt with France, 
which was confirmed by a particular law of the 
legislature. In October of the same year a 
convention was concluded at Paris, and Rou- 
anez and Fremont, the two surviving commis- 
sioners, returned to Haiti ; but, on their arrival, 
the president refused his ratification, on the 
score of the conditions being unfavourable to 
his country. Various negotiations have been 
on foot, without any favourable issue, up to 
the beginning of this year ; but the ordonnan^e 
is in full vigour, except in the clause granting 
the privilege to France of half duties on ex- 
ports. The export duty having been entirely 
abolished, no nation can be more .favoured than 
another. • 

Towards the close of 1826 M. Maler, thei first 
French consul-general, with a consul for Cayes, 
and a vice-consul for the Cape, arrived in 
Haiti. Early in the following year I followed : 
Prussia, Lubeck, Hamburgh, Holland and 
Sweden also sent agtots, the three first con- 
suls-general, and the two last consuls. The 
United States have a commercial agent at each 
of the principal ports ; but some dissatisfaction 
with President Adams' message on the subject 
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of Haiti had interfered with their being re- 
(x^nised by the government J Whether other 
fiinctionaries from countries than these named 
have since gone to the republic I do not know. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Oorenment-^Population—Ecclenastical Establishment. 

GOVERNMENT. 

After the various struggles, of which a 

rapid outline has been already given, the whole 

island of Hispaniola, and its various dependent 

islets, are subject to one government, under 

the style and title of the Republic of Haiti. It 

will be interesting to give a summary of the 

actual state of the existing government, in so 

far as it can be considered, without touching on 

fiprbidden ground, The original constitution 

of 1806 is said to have been founded on that 

/ of the United States of North America, which 

I has since been the acknowledged model of 

i all the constitutions of the New World, except 

that of Brazil : yet there were some very re- 
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markable deriatioiis from both the spirit and 
form of the great original. 

The principles on which the constitution of 
1806 are formed are clearly expressed in the 
report made by the constituent assembly, on 
the 27th of December of that year. * Groaning 
under the recollection of the recent usurpations of 
Bessalines, that body laid down their opinions 
with precision ; and, from the accuracy of some 
o{ these opinions, there cannot be many dissen- 
tient Toices. While they considered the best * 
system of government for every people to be 
that which, being most conformable with their 
particular habits and manners, secures the 
greatest sum of happiness for all its members, 
they suggested that there are certain good prin- 
ciples common to all states ; and among these 
die first was the separation of the executive and 
l^islative functions : the former was to devolve 
on a ppteident, to be chosen every four years, 
and the latter on a senate consisting of twenty*- 
four members. The latter also had the«OBar^*/ " ^' 
Hfttien of all public Amctionaries, as well as 
ccmtrol over the public expenditure, by con- 
stant inspection. The senate was first to be 
named by the assembly, and afterwards it vms 

* See Appendiz, note (Y.) 
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to be composed of such public officers as '^ the 
people shall have designated." There was no 
house of commons, nor appeal to the people : 
in fact^ neither the people nor the executive 
had much power, all being vested in an oli- 
garchy, consisting of the nominees of the first 
constituent assembly. The deviations from 
the American standard are very striking. In 
the one case the institutions are very democra- 
-tical. the people exercising a constant control 
.over them. In the other the people had no 
influence after the election of the constituent 
•assembly; the executive was feeble and em- 
barrassed ; and the entire power intrusted to an 
oligarchy of an objectionable kind ; inasmuch 
as the individual members of it were subject to 
changes which might be productive of a coun- 
terchange of measures. Of the objections to 
this form of republic, some of the writers on 
.Christophe's party, especially Vastey, took con- 
stant advantage; and it would seem that its 
inapplicability to practical purposes was disco- 
vered by its fraiQers ; for, on the approach of 
the period for the revision of the constituti^ii, 
which had been fixed at the -expiration of the 
jiinth year, the senate, in an address to the 
people, announced their intention of revising 
the details of ten sections, which was done ; 
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and the results of fheir labours were embodied 
iu the revised constitution, and presented to 
the senate by the assembly of revision, on the 
2d of June, 1816. In this document, which 
has been printed with my Reports on Haiti, by 
the order of the House of Commons, the aboli- 
tion of slavery was confirmed ; the general dis- 
positions as to the rights of persons detailed ; 
the territorial bounds fixed ; the religion of the 
fitate determined to be that of the church of 
Rome ; the chamber of coi^ons established, 
and its powers defined ; the functions of the 
8enate somewhat restricted ; the mode of pro- 
mulgating laws decreed ; the authority of the 
executive rendered much more efficient; and 
as the changes in that authority were very re- 
markable, and at variance with the original in- 
stitution, it will be necessary to note some of 
the most important modifications in their proper 
place. Enactments of a general nature, relative 
to the army, agriculture, commerce, the finan- 
cial department, and the future revision of the 
constitution, with a view to the correction of 
its defects, all occupy a portion of the consti- 
tution. Perhaps the document would not bear 
a very rigorous analysis, especially in the 
points on which so much stress is laid, both in 
&e republic and by her admirers elsewhere ; for 
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the profieflaioii of liberty and equality does not 
altc^ether accord with the direction which hag 
been given to the whole power of the state ; a 
direction whidi cannot be inisimderBtood bfjf 
any one who takes the trouble of examining 
. the subject. 

Since the revision oi 1816 anpther epoch of 
nine years has elapsed without the periodic^ 
examination having taken place ; but a series of 
codes has been compiled and published. It 
consists of six: viz. the Qode civile^ code de 
jMOC^dure civile, code d'instruction criminelle, 
code penali code de commerce, code rural, and 
form the digest of the laws of the republic : 
besides which there are numerous laws in ope-, 
ration passed during each session. 

The affairs of the government are directed by 
the president, his Excellency General Jean 
Pierre Boyer, the immediate successor of Pre- 
udent Petion. As the. nature of .the authority 
of the chief magistrate of Haiti has been very 
erroneously described, I shall here give some 
account of it, on the authority of the constitu- 
tionitself. 

The president holds his office for life; he 
must have attained his thirty-fifth year prior 
to his election ; he has the right of designating 
his successoi:, subject, however, to the approval 
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of ihe senate; he ig charged with maintaining 
the internal and fOTeign peace of the republic ; 
he can issue proclamations in conformky with tbg 
laws, and con^>el obedience ; he commands the 
armed force ; he watches over the tribunals hj 
his commissaries, whose offices are held dming 
his pleasure; he(p'opotes to the commoru all 
laws/ except those connected with taxation ; he 
can enter into treaties with fcnieign nations, and 
make war, subject to the sanction of the senate ; 
he names all agents accredited to foreign coun- 
tries ; he also appoints all functionaries, civil as 
well as military ; he receives an allowance of 
forty thousand dollars a-year ; * he directs the 
receipt and issue of the pubhc taxes^ but in 
ease of malversation he may be denounced by* 
the senate; and the high court of justice has 
aatfaority to sit in judgment. In short, the 
whole power of the state is centred in the chief, 
except in points which may easily be nullified — 
the inability to propose taxes ; the subjection 
of his treaties to the senate ; and the negative 
that the same body can give to his nominee as 
his successor. 

* To thi9 I believe some considerable additions hare been 
Bude from time to time ; but their extent I am not prepared 
Wstate. 
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The detaflsof tke tdmiDislntioa ue carried 
on in three stale depaitMsnts, iirfiich haiwbeai 
alluded to in the preceding yolnme. Tlie firit of 
these is thai of die s^q ecary igcnclrrf, '^Mcih is 
noiraiidhas been iMdd far many yearalrf'Gene- 
ibI Inginaie^ who is a person of very cora^dSefahle 
talent. His. dcfmrteent* comp ii ft hdtfdb iifie #ar- 
offlBe^.that of fiirsign relaiioas, tM thirf of tbe 
domains; bat his pefsonsl^ilali^'art'veiyiex- 
tensiTe. He diiects the priattn^ ud l^n^^diatfon 
of all lavB^ pioclsttatt«ns, ikd^'itisl^ii^fibna of 
tfan .goirenunent ; he e»SfOi^^ ^e i%n96rslb|r of 
the piess ; iefl(pedite» th^ corre^iondeiiee of'the 
president ; tpsepides ^ner the ^hi^ offiddi ^dtovie- 
oomed ; and that ctf lall l^^mdied 4>f the ptiblic 
sendee iwhiek his * tsbeUency choosei^ to ventre 
for bin*: :A11 dckfuments^ eidcept letters issu- 
ing from Ihis department) are dgned by the 
president^ and ^onntersignedby the ^ secretary- 
generah This department may be considered 
in reality that oinsr Krinioh the ehief mfi^iKtrate 
essentially presides, l^e whole of the clepfks 
in this section are military men. 

The next departm^t is that of the secretary 
of state for finances and the treasury. It is di- 
vided into two branches^ over one of which the 
secretary of state presides^ and over the second 
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the treasurer^generali who is subotdiiiate to his 
c§Beague« All fiscal xaatteis belong to this 
department. 

The third department immediately fonning 
a portion of the government is xmdev the 
grand juge, w^ is the chief of all the judi* 
cial establishments : he controls all the officers 
of justice ; sees to the due administration of the 
law ; superintends the notaries ; the officers of 
the bureau civil, or register of births, deaths, 
and marriages ; legalises all public acts to be 
used ^road ; and presides in the hi^ court of 
justice : he moreover assists the president in all 
questions connected with his departm^it. 

As the high court of justice possesses extras- 
ordinary powers, it might not be uninteresting 
to describe its functions and constitution^ It 
has jurisdiction in all chaises preferred by the 
legislative bodies against their own members, 
the president of the republic, either of the 
secretaries of state, or any other great functicm- 
ary. It can only be constituted by the procla- 
mation of the senate. It must be held in a place 
designated for its sitting which must not be 
more than twelve leagues from the senate* It 
is composed of at least fifteen judges, taken by 
lot firom the different departmaital tribunals ; 
and the grand judge presides, except when he 
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mmj he under wcnmAoiaf wbea the preaideitt 
flMy flelod a prasideiit from the great puMc 
AinctkHianes. There being no appeal from die 
judgment of this courts the accused has the 
right of rejecting oneHhird of his judges, and 
tuo^trdfl-only can coodenm. I-nevisr heatd of 
an- instance in which this- court was ever held* 

The chief execatrre power may be consideied 
to be in the hands of tiiese tixree deptrtmeiits; 
The local exercise of it wiB be discassed after 
gi?mg a short aACoant of the legislative and 
other bodies, called the ^^<9rand Corps de 
l?Etat." 

The first of ihese is the senate, consisting,' as 
at*ttB first instittttiony of twenty-four n^mbens, 
which number it mast nereir exceed. The age of 
eadi senator mast not be less tiban thirty years. 
All citisens aaredSgS>leyesx!ept the actual mem^ 
bMS of the chamber of deputies. The choice is 
made by the deputies out of a list of three noh 
ameiasof the president for each vacancy: tlttsis 
dMe by private ballot. The functions of the se^- 
lUkle ooatinne nine years ; and at Hie session prer 
ceding the last of itsexistence the lists are made 
up and sent in by the president to theemnmoosi 
Re-election can liake place only after an inter- 
val of ^lee years^ The sessions are public ; baft 
Miaybemadeprivateifexpedi^t.' Eaciisena^ 
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idr f^eeires asMallf 00B AouMaA flUt kltfidM 
xMhip 601Q the ItMiuty. Hie «etittte cofv^ 
^iid%W^aJb|odyv iiMi the execultvo «iid tli« 
edi[uttoiiS'^cii( certain publMjafiM^ biiitllprH 
fvl^.^-ao^MAimifcaitiofi batsmen, tbe indiiriRiual 
metadM^k ctf 1J0&ilegMlftfitie^b<9i£eeffi» iotenUc^ 
S<hteiof tli^U3ithieBr 1^ Ihe MMto ate 

iMOQiifltiifi tile .fttoomit '^ &^ ^Me^ittiiHi. - -The 
MMtoo i(kisiteei^' «llte ^{^ of'tbe'su^ 

pliito tet^^Ae dxffbrettt hittdclMM^ <yf tlie pul^ 
lenricei rlbeainaitoni acb- pmil^j^ifirom JiMMrt 

ting, there being always a resident comitiiltee 
wtltfeK^eipitai duknng 4he ^vaeatioii; / filie pre«h- 
^ (loit; ajwl taK>ifi«6i6larite, ithiMtti'A^ inttmg 
Ibe. ai^«ibe«i>'Ue^ elected «VQi^ dionth. Hie 
kgirifityve ' imd ^easioMat* j«dt«iid ^funolieM'Of 
dipe Jbod^p love 4e)tat)efiUia tke xseaetKliitiMv 
'. TI^^^xmA is lhe<^Aaiber of tej^reeetttati^ee, 
dussen e^^y fire- ^aM by tbe ^leetorat oel- 
leges^'of'the commtinesi' llie choice €^4he 
pDd^deift and seeiiettiiiesis -made id the 'same 
maimer as'in(3ie'sM^^/ llie fbnetiont ^thie 
bedy • ace abe idefinedby the (xmstitQtio]^^ and 
may be oonsidei^ to be> the* fojlo^iig':^-* > 

It is a fyodamental -krvf y tibat no law <:a« be 
effective oC whieh the projet shall not have 
beea pcoposed byther executive^ disonssed and 
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«idopted by the lepreeentatiyeSy and decreed by 
ihe senate. The legislative duties of the com- 
mons are co-ordinate with those of the oth^:* 
branch of the legislature. Each member mtist 
hare completed his twenty-fifth year. The 
i^hamber lasts for five years, at the eipiraticm 
of which a new election takes phice.' Ak the 
presctibed period, between the first <anilitoBdi 
of February, the eortiumnal waeiribfestaire'COfr- 
voked by the presidtot, and thcfse^asedntibiBes 
choose thfe deputieis for 'their lespeotiire -oom- 
ntiines bt ibw^/ aoedrdini^^td themmber pre- 
scribed by law. Voi'vefsal auffintge is ikd law, 
and ballot the' mddl&'Of dlectioni< l^se primary 
assemblies are prohibited^On^'enteringon any 
topic cbtcept' thfebt'ft^ whin^ they are held ;and 
theit meetitigs 45imnbt exceed ten days. . A ife- 
ptesetftati^e niay be rejected fer an indefinite 
iiumber df tim^^ '• Th^ diaikilber mse^s at Port- 
au-Pritlcis, and^ the ses^iod camKyt' exceed three 
'months'. ' The ^cssidtfs tak« pkce on the list of 
April, and may be public or private according 
to the decision of the body itself* Each lAem- 
ber receives two hundred ■ dollars per month 
during the sitting of the chambers, paid by his 
own constituents, aiid a dollar per league for 
travelKng expenses. The modes of 'discussing 
'all propositions brought before the ohamber are 
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detailed, whether in ordinary or extraordinary 
cases. The members, as well as those of the 
senate, are irresponsible f(^ whatever they may 
say or write in the exercise of their legftlative 
functions : exemption from arrest, in civil cases, is 
one of their priTilegea; aiid,if cha«gedwith any 
crime, they cannot be taken before ordinary tri- 
bimals, nor airested without die sanction of the 
chffinber itself; and even then they can only be 
tried by the high court (^^justice* Tlie several 
steps of any process are detipled in the consti- 
tution, a copy of which has been printed with. 
xoy Reports already' referred to. 

Of a subordinate character are the tiibui^al 
of cassation and the ** chambre des comptes/' 
The former of these consists of a president 
(doyen), six judges, wnd six supernumerary 
judges, a commissary of the .government, and 
other officers* The duty of this court is to re- 
vise the decisions of other courts, and to decide 
on the application of the law to the case .in 
which it had been previously made. 

The '^ chambre des comptes " consists of five 
members, whose duty it is to examine into and to 
report on every branch of expenditure and collec- 
tion of revenue to the president, as well as to 
fiu^est their views of reform and improvement. 

The internal government of the republic is 
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lUtoflgiid in Aie ibll6Wing mattHer: fhe ikhiAB 
Mand ifl 'divided itito «ixVp4ki ooiiufatmbsyimd 
tliiriy«4!hree ^ri^^^/ wfifeh httVe tk>r MM 
Reefed into (;Gtoailin^:'tii^lile i^^dgttik chtiiftil 
iliid^f tweaty-^x ttSAtetty iLrMSmi!iMii&';^i^ 
ftbBXki^i ^ctrcfnaitiSGitietiSf %iid 'lsi!t'^d€]^)iltfth£BDn;8;^ ' 
'O^CT^acJh nnlitjd*j^'ftnrondidB^!nient^w d^ 

ci^ i;<ya inilrtaT^ ' ana ' dvil AiiOidrftyf IW^B 

ttiiky» AdoWil Hh -ftntoigenlttrtii. " The-tkAf^Mi^ 
,i^gd,^ate^ '"■■■- ••■' '•■' ■■ • -''•'•'•'^-'»"- 

■ 'iliiMi ^ = • ■■ '■■' ' •■' •ftti-Mttft ■■■' '"'■ '■■■'^-"- ■ 
•lp'B<*gn«r • - •' ^-Mdttfielttd* ' ■'■■'•■-• 
' CapeHaitlba '> - Gtl})e ffietAa^ Mote * 

'SatttoDoitun^ ' Nit)j)erf ' ' ' ''' 

Pfinrtllbeittl' ' '^ Pttrt-*au-Princ* ' '' '• 
'■ CfdnaircB ' ' '^ ••Porf dePaik ' ""• 
•J^rfttoi*'^' Tort'Hate ■■■■"■' 

' 'Qtkad^lXSyiktts Tiburon ''"'"' 

' Jacmfer*' " La Vega ' • '' 

• 'Sim kto '•'■ '■■ ' ' iiiiwebalms ' ' ■■' 

'■ lAdgane ' - ' ' " '■'•SSt. Jago.' ' " • ' '''■ ' '' 

The fidihcial flistifctsliare; ai ihe princB^d 
^la<Je 'dft^chl iri 6jJen poi^; tHatls, where a re- 
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galar castom-house ia estdUished : tiiey m 
Cape Haitiap, Cayes, San^ Dominjpo^ Go* 
iiaivaesi Jer^mie, Jacmel, Port-au-Pnnce« Port 
Pkte4 The lo^.adauniistration ib canied qd 
))y i^. admjnJBtratqr, i^. peeisox^v, a director 
of the <^9tcp0, aAd a ittorolf^p^^ retid^t at 
the prmcipal town. Subprdpate office^, aie 
esudoved witbcoireSDoiidixiflr fiiiictioiiflL.in. tke 
cpopiui^^pf th(^ (Jwtriqtt ,The dntie8,of f|i€t ^- 
laiDistratQrfi aod tceasureia.jembnLGa.aU. fiacal 
iB(m^,;;fnd tli|^.<^<^ Iqgfi^rjnib t^ 
administraton of the customs, 93» und^ the 
^Brection of the se^jr^ry of state* It i^ fts^im* 
necessary as itrijin^^d. be uninterestiiig t^ j^ter 
into further dfs;tail^x^n;tbis branch o^thei^ryiee* 

I am inot a^i;afe that any pr^ic^jifcal |obj,eei is 
attained by the diviaioBS into depa|t)[^eiits^ fknd 
I am disposed to thii)^ it is ^ajy^^^ffd.iWSIDftly 
to keep iqp aA a^ngafaent madelgtogjagp^^ 

Besides theihighjcotirt of justice, a^dtit^at of 
cassationi theret are efght local civii^. ^d icri* 
minal tribunals^ i^st;abiished .f4 ^qq, of^^he 
already enumerated ..qapitals of the.ftuaigfial 
districts, and ^e qg^th is held at St,. Zago. in- 
stead of Port Plate* , Each of these courts are 
composed of a president, (doyen,) four judges^ 
£Qur subs|i|tut^ JH^g^ .&. cqmi^is^ary, 9f the 
govermnenti , and inferior queers, aided by a 
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jury (which has lately been introduced) : these 
courts dispose of all criminal cases which 
exceed the jurisdiction of the juges de paix. 
Without the jury they decide in civil matters. 

Tribunals of c<mmierce were talked of when 
I was in the republic^ but I do not know that 
they have been yet organised. 

The ordinary l^al affairs are decided by the 
jug(es de paix, who have an extensive juris-^ 
diction : their decisions are final in all civil 
matters to the extent of fifty dollars ; but they 
may give judgment to the extent of one hun- 
dred dollars, subject, however, to an appeal. 
In cdntimon poKce cases they decide on those 
itt whidi the penalty is either a fine of twelve^ 
dollars, or imprisonment for five days ; but they 
wield the principal powers of the code rural. * 

Whenever the judgment is final, one of the 
substitute judges, as well as the juges de paix 
and the greffier, must be present. 
• The notaries, officers de I'etat civil, and pub- 
lic auctioneers, are all subordinate to the courts. 

By the means described the whole of the 
administration of the government is effected ; 
and it will be recollected that the whole pa- 
tronage, from that of the general governing an 
arrondissement to that of an auctioneer, be- 
longs to the president of the republic. 
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III renewing. tbi» aiight sketch of the eon-* 
sH^ution^ derived jErom die document itieU)^ it 
"] is ij^possible tq consider the govenunent to.be 
other, than a military elective monarchy, to 
l|irl)ich> thoiigh the iorja^ are BepubUoan, the 
yfhfolej^. of the efficient authority of the state is 
wielded by the first.. magiMra^. It vdll.ba seen 
thiat the. ^93tir^ patrpna^B^^ civil as woU astitiili- 
taiy, centres in hiahaiida; that, cc^amquendyy 
he may ej:ercise a. power&l .influ^O^e over the 
^^llMT representation f that < the iSenate may 
be, cpnsidered his nqiiiiin^e^i ;^.th&&ct isy 
that he has a direct influence qv«r almost every 
puhUc functionary, vrhile th^ nifie self^«^wting 
prayisions of the ny^titutw^i. aa they, have 
beei^ fancifully described by an .amiable enthn-r 
siasty are quite nngatoryi.. It is. true tbf^t'no 
violent breadi has been effibc^ agjainst ^e 
people; but the constitution, as it now exists, 
is incompatible with the ajHrit of republicMtsniy 
and is so considered by. a large number, of te* 
fleeting people in Ha^« 

Ip forms no part of my business to discuss 
either the fitness or. the uBitnesa of one form 
or other of gpvemmentfor securing the greatest 
sum of happiness tp the people .; hut I am bound 
to^^tatethefai^ts whiph i^Uy bear oat the opinions 
I have formed* STor do I think that it would be 
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at «U difBeolt to show, that a vigofoM execmtiy e 
hi an in&nt community, if aeting^ tKdi discre^ 
tioiii ii better calculated to advance its interests, 
than they would be by tiie adoption of th^ in- 
genious speculatloUB- of Aco^tital politicians^ 
Such considerations do not fall within the scope 
of these volumes, though it may be well for 
the reader to keep them in view, before arriy* 
ing at any conclusion as to the workings of 
<hb present sysitol id H«dti. 

Hie jgovamnent, ^onits^pr^entfootingj has 
an obvious difficulty to encounter. Th\s country 
IS called every where 8t republic; Ae rights 
of iibfth, libetty,' tord' ^tlriity,' are Ae never^ 
lytingtopks among tiie potiticiims who think 
of the ioiaginary Gonsttttftton, while in re- 
ality, the diief niagistiute possesses 1^ that 
levisian powbrs of infinite magnitude i and 
should occasions arise &At call for the exercise 
of thetKiy the cry of violated freedom would phn 
bably foHbw r if not interrupted, mischief may 
be the consequence ; if checked, what right is 
there to maintain the ekiBixsnce of a». repubfic, 
since the name alone exists ? 

It would form an interesting subject of re-* 
sieardi, to cotnpam the "diott progress of the 
new repub£c withthat of cfthchr states eiheilgit^ 
from the glocnn of barbarism; and, indoing so. 
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it .might be determined how fiur the apology 

can be lulmitted, that is uoifonnly urged by 

Qoe of the ino0t patrioitic and intelligent men 

in the repubUc, when poresBed on his vanushing 

over the defects of his country—*'^ Nous sommes 

jfeunes/' 

• • . • . 

POPUI^ATION, 

* • 

; The difficulty of obtaining accurate infonpa«> 
tion as to the amount and composition of the 
populatiosi of most crantriefl^ but especially in 
those that have recently beenina state of con* 
Tulsioo^ will be fuUy a{^eciated by every per* 
son who has attended to this branch of statistics. 
When therefore the state of Haiti preceding the 
year 1822 is considered, it will not be deemed 
extraordinary that ey/ea^ its own government 
should be doubtful of the result of any census 
made, or that a foreign inquirer should be at 
a loss to form more, than a conjecture as to the 
extent and composition of the populati<m.. The 
discordant statements made at di^rent periods 
will sufficiently prove that these difficulties are 
not imaginary. 

l>uring my residence in tiie lepublic, I made 
repeated effi>rts to obtain &oai the goverum^nt 
an official statement on this subject i^ but n^yer 
with success* I was therefore obliged to trust 
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to other sources for information; luid I am 
lK>und to add, that I have not ^y two $tate- 
ments that correspond. The conplusion^ xn/ost 
therefore be considered as mere approximations 
to the truth, dependent not on positive but 
only on probable evidence. The government 
of Haiti are fully aware of the necessity of 
making an accurate census^ and the 136th, 
137th, 13«th and 139th articles of the code 
rural are devoted to these regulations, in 
effecting whiicb <jtifficulti^s must haveocourred ; 
for theca qaf(^eiio«goQd,9^^€ai for notpttbli^h^ 
ing the annual. fesu^tSi if ^ktaiued^ ^peeiiaUy 
if they be confirmatory of the statement of 
1824. 

The amount of population under the French 
and Spanish governments immediately pre- 
vious to the revolution, as given by different 
authorities, varies ^o little^ that the meaa may 
be considered a sufficiently close approximation 
to the truth ; though even tha^e the predusion 
may be doubtod^ owing to the omission ^f the 
negroes clandestiiiiely introduced, which asser- 
tion I make on the H^^ority of a very intel- 
ligent person^ who has survived all the revolu*- 
tibns. 

From the period of the first of these to that 
at which I l^ft the republic, there is so much 
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discrepancy in the accounts^ that it will be 
necessary to give them in detail. 

According to the general estimate^ the popu- 
lation of the French portion of St. Domingo 
/ d)hsisted/in 1789,' of 

Whites . . . , 80,929 

Free People of colour 27,649 

Slates 466;4«9 

523, SOS 

Other statements make it Sd^^SOd. 
Itt 1785 th^ popnletflian of the "Spanish side 
sf the inland was ei^iifaated tob^ > 

Free People of all colobn 122,64^ ' 

Slaves 30,000 

152,640 

Pom' or five years after, that ife; at iJie com- 
m«W5ement of the troubles id; l3ie Western co- 
lony, the number was computed at not more 
than one hundred and eight tkou^and five hun- 
dred y and this is supposed to have dwindled 

t .V. 

to one hundred thousand, immediately before 
. the annexation of the East to the West. ' 

Assuming the maximum here stated sit the 
beginning of the revolution, the total population: 
; of the whole islisid would be six hundred and 
' forty-three thousand souls. ^ 
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During the contests that fdSkmed this period, 
I have met with no records of population on 
which any dependence can be placed* It is 
however most probable that it most have been 
considerably reduced by emigration -and death. 
It is well known that many proprietors emi- 
grated with their slaves, both to the continent 
of America and the adjacent isles, and the 
bloody transactions between 1791 and 1820 
leave no reasonable doubt as to the destruction 
of human life. 

M. Humboldt has supposed, though I am not - 
aware on what data, that in 1802 the entire 
population did not exceed three hundred and 
seventy-five thousand} and it has been stated 
that, after the death of Dessalines, it amoimted 
to four hundred thousand. Whether this or 
M. Humboldt *8 estimate be .most correct, or 
whether both be wrong, is a point that I have 
no means of determining. 

From an American newspaper, published at 
the time that emigration of the black and co- 
loured population from the continent to Haiti 
Was anxiously promoted, for the purpose of in- 
creasing the resources of the republic, I ob- 
tained the statement said to have been made by 
the government, md I believ#that the account 
of its origin is true* 
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Portriiii-Piince 89.164 

CapeHaitika .;..,. S8,606 

^^<^*ye* ;.. es^s90 

^^ife^^i* ^.••«^.«.*,^.«.. 97,a6S 

AS?»" ••. , 68,W7 

GonaiTes ... 1 , t8,54t 

tiWok.i. ;..,.... sr^gjit^ 

Fort ddPaix,:,. .,.;_... jjj^^,^ 

a^Maitv.. ,.*.*.....,•. «7,0aa 

Port-auPMae ,......,, 10,62a 

Jacae' .'..;... 00,106 

NipP«» 44,rW 

ajantpChrbU,. ,.,.,..,,.. , 2,112 

Mole i 17,150 

Mirebalais *...."•... ', 53 640 

i^*^ •. ....i.:;,... UA7S 

GnttdeiUTi^e **•»«♦....>.«. 1^,^73 

llarmelade .,.,. S2,8$2 

St.Jago 10.410 

Borgne 20,160 

Samana * . • • • .W • . . • k 4 . . « . • dy209 

^•y^ --• .• ••*...». ^* ... 2,(81 

^^^ • 3,600 

SaaJuan. 2,74S 

Lamatte. . ., |^26 

Arcaiiaie ..;.... .^ ..... . 4,80S 

Croix dMB<mqiketft 18^8 

GaAHOt £9x8 «.•••« 6yl00 

lAVega. .,.*..... 6,178 * 

Lc Trou ^,032 

Total ....oiMii 
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The distribution of these are : — 

In the KMt 61 ,468 

North • 967,721 

West and South. ! '.', 506,146 



• t» •- ••♦ 



986,335 



M. Humboldt/ oh the most favonralile prin- 
ciples of rapid increase, did not estimate^ the 
amount at the same period beyond eight Urnir 
dred and twenty thousand ; and the gepk^j;^l^ 
well-infctmed historian of Haiti, M. Pli«*ide' 
Justin, states, on ihfoims^tion received after the 
17thof 4pyil>. 1826, thajt.hp /considers eyenUjia^ 
estimate to be exaggerated ; and he adds, that 
according to his information, the population 
could npt exceed seven huQidred thousand. 

Very 'shortly after my arrival, at PQri;-au-A 
Prince I had the good fortune to obtain- pps- ? 
session of a population, return that was never : 
published, but had beeii laid on the table of 
the Chamber of Commons, for the purpose of ; 
apportioning the contribution for liquidating 
the French indemnity. The total amount was 
stated in otieof my general Reports : the details 
I reserved for a separate statement, which was 
never called for from me,. or it would probably 
have been printed by the order of the House of 
Commons. 
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CensMM •/ ike late Freneh Part •/ Si. Dominga. 



AmmdissemeiiB. 



Borgne, 



Grmde Riviere. 
St. Marc 



Cijesj Torbeck. 

J^^nue 

CtpeHaitiin.*, 
Port de Paix . . , 

LeMole 

Aqoin 

Bfirebaiaifl . . . . . 
Nippei^, ....... 



Jacrael 



Limb^ 

TroQ (noir included in 
the Airondissement 
of Cape Haitian) . . . . 

Leogane 



Fort Liberty 
Tibaron , . . . 
Gonaives . . , 



Port'an-Prince 



St. Michel (now Mar- 
melade). .......'... 



Communes. 



Borgne 

PortMargot. 



Grande Riviere, 

St. Marc 

Verettes 



Port Salut, CotteauB 

Jer^mie 

Cape Haitian, &c.i. 
Portde Paix, &c.'. 

Le Mole, &c 

Aqoin, &c.... :. .. 

Mirebalais ....... 

L*iaue i Veau.. .. 

Petit Trou 

Mirogoane 



Jacmel . . 
Baynet.. 
Marigot . 
SalTroQ 



'Pfadsance . 
Limb6 . . 



Trou 

LeoKiine 

Grande G<>ave. . . . 
Petit Goave 



Fort Liberty 
Tibnron . . . . 
La Viite, &c. 
Ennery . . . . 

Gros Mume . 



LaVille 

La Commune 

Arciihaie 

Croix des Bouquets 



St. iMicbri 



Population. 



5,166 
4»606 



7,658 
S,208 



« • . • • « 



8,562 
7,842 
7,634 

19,405 
7,893 
3,831 
1,890 

6,175 
5,002 



15.224 

3,702 

11,283 



6,138 
3.069 
3,647 

9,193 
14,lfJl 

2,149 
12,599 



9,861 
10.448 



10,866 
34,964 
23,042 
22,984 
10,750 
l,9f»8 
20,002 
16,037 



23,928 



33,019 



11,177 
5,503 



30,269 
5,977 
6,078 



12,654 



38,102 

23,887 



Total.. 3.1 1,716 
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Cemnu •f tkt k«e Sftnuk Pari of St. Dmidng: 



If ante Chmti 

Port-aa- Plate «,.«.... 
iUa* 



Sk« ^jfnipgoi •«•••••«- 



ComiBviiefl. 



■ » I ■» 



Monte Cluisti ... . 

Port-aa- Plate 
A21U 



#• •*• ♦•• •• 



8^8 
I 8.&I6 



La VilU 6tiG9vm4 

Bani.^ 

Sejbo ..../. 

HHP^J .".V. 

Samana 

$t«Cbmt«f»beMMr 
Las Llanos • 



Lft' V4^^ <^f«f|'*«e*«>*> 



St. Ja||o< 
St. Juao . 



aUMwr,^. , IW^ 



La Vill^fiu:. *^,«^ 
Mara 

Sst* 
Cotuy 



PopolatMMi. 

h ■■ ill ii» 



• <■ . 



J. 0^9 
4,534 



6,724 



2.321 

4^02l^ 
1,142 



^ * . •* 



St, Jago... ••«... 
La VilJe et CoRini. 
Mata •. ...• 



I t 



' f 



8,«69 
3»487 
8,867 
1,7T6 



aCtet 



14,228 

5,308 
Toti^.*. 71,223 



3,386 
\ 1VW7 



GENERAL SUMMARY. 

Population of the North, West, and 
South ...................... 861,810 

01 the East... «.;.,, «,,»•»:.... 71,S28 

^428^ 
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If this document be not a pore fabrication, 
which it cannot be, from the channel through 
whic)i» togot it, tlf^ &et of its haying been 
prepared as a guide to the legislature in ai^ 
fSDging a.Tery emibaimflBUig buainessy sSiaiB a 
stroi^V{>r^uinption m faydur of its accuracy* 
I aip iltit prepared to assert' thai it is absolutely 
correct^^>fcrf I Imveiiad nomeans^ of tormmg « 
judgme^l buC ceriaiply tke probabilities aie 
more ilxiti favour than' those of any other esti- 
Biate {hat I have 'met with, confirmed as it is 
by coUBteral:circnmatasHBes.: The precision ob- 
Bep^-iii the det^iil^, and the absence of such 
estimateiS as tiiat of <€Mi^s Bois, which mfast 
be, as will be presently riiown, purely om^ 
je^tiiral,. do not throw any discredit on it. 

The^bsence of viable population in Tcry C3C- 
taisiye dytricts might be Considered favourable 
to ihis census, were it not known that in the 
wooded portions of the island a trayeller may 
traverse a partially inhabited district without 
seeing any person^ owiiTig to the preference given 
by the natiyes to s^lude^ situations, /The in- 
accuracy of the census of 1824 is however ren- 
dered still more probable by the eKatnitiation of 
some loeal documents, to which I diall pre-* 
Bendy refer. 
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It 18 curious to compare the two statements, 
and to remark how close, in some points they 
are to «ach other, as well as the enormous dii^ 
ferences that occur in other cases. Wherever 
a coincidence occurs I am disposed to consider 
the statement correct. It is impossible to eom^^ 
prehend how the discrqiancy xd these two di^-. 
cumen^ can be accounted for mthout ccmsi-* 
deriog one as apocryphal; although, for Taiious 
reasons, I . am very dcmbt&l of the ab^ute. 
fideUty of either ; . yet I . distrust, that . of 1824: 
the most. \^atever may be .the amount of 
error in each, it appears; to be inevitable that 
if the law be not inoperative, the mode of con*-* 
ducting the inquiry is lamentably defectiYe>. 
that the persons making . it areincompet^it, or 
inexcusably inattentive. 

I have also heard it stated by that highly, 
respectable chief. General Borgella, that he 
believed the population to exceed a million ; 
and although I place great confidence in any 
opinion expressed by him, I should have been 
glad to have seen a statement of the manner in ~ 
which that amoimt was ascertained. 

I endeavoured, for the purpose of checking 
the two returns J * have given, to procure the 
local returns from each district of the popu-» 
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latioii; marriages, births, and deaths. I fiuled 
in obtaining any snch return of the population; 
but at St. Jago I was told by the registering 
officer/ and the statemient was immediately 
noted; that tiie deaths in his district averaged, 
for fire years preceding 1827, one hundred, 
and th^ birthk Bve huodfed, leaving an excess 
of "popultttioii of four bundled, of eighty per 
aflSttA, Aiiki immediately before I quitted th<$ 
r^irUib I was'fortonate enough to get posses* 
sioft' oC a ^opf of tbe^ registers of' the bir1i», 
deatiui,' a&d marriages: during the y^ars 1836 
mS^ 1^36; in the icMmw^e of Gonarres, and' of 
aiiotb^ »imila)^ doeument ff om the Isl > 6f 
Jantrary, 1821, to th^ 3ist of December, 1826, 
far%h& c(Anmune'ofOapel Haitian. As these 
materials are very imperfiscst, I did not use' them 
aftier 1 had an op^ortimiiy t>f doing so ; but I 
shall iiow give them, with' such concliisicms as 
cannot be resisted even by the least scrupuldus 
advocate of Haitian: precocity. * 

RWlTRlff FROM THE COMlVIUNi: OF OOJJAIVeS. 

1825. 1826. ' Totel for two yeary. 

Births..!. 185 " Births... ';44i.'!.l... 627 

Deaths ... 104 ' Deaths. .. 139 .... . ::24» ' ^ 

.. Maniagea.. 9 Manriagiea.. 8 *. .»...• 11 <■ 
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ItirSl be. seen, toa XHCMac|ee,ta the tiv« ^etie* 
nLtM^f thst tile «niauiit <tf peculation id, ki 

neither the 'CDttmwws ^ Cr^oaiiree not Cafie 
Hattiaii fidl mtfain tiie veiy few exceptions that 
occur to ihe goieial role. It i» therefore itupoa*- 
sibleto deduee any eoiuduAiotm as to the ratio 
of birtbSy deadis^and maitiages^ to tiiie pecula- 
tion in which they occur. All that can be done 
is to ascertain the proportion that these bear to 
each other. 

In 1825, in Gronaives the birtiis exceed the 
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ideaidifi by etgl^-one ; and the marriages are in 
the proportion to the births of one to about aix^ 
two. In 1826y the increase was three hundred 
and three^ and the marriages were to the births 
in the ratio of one to fifty-four. 

In the population table of Cape Haitian, in 
the first year the decrease amounted to sixty- 
eight'; in the second tiiere was an increase 
of one hundred and thirty-four; in the third 
ihe inp^rease. continiiied, and was one hundred 
and four; itr the fourth the increase was still 
greater, being oiie hundred and sevtoty-four; 
in the fifth year the decrease was fifty-four; 
and in &e sixtib year the increase was one 
hundred and fifty-nine ; and the entire increase 
in six years of the population of the city of Cape 
Haitian ^wasfour hundred and &rty«nine,'or an 
annual increase of rallier less than seyedty-five ; 
and if the population be tak^i at twehis thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty-(»e, which it was 
in 1788, the annual increase will be only sixty- 
one hundredths per cent., which is very little 
more t|ian one half the increase in densely 
peopled eoimtnes. 
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The proportioa of manitgwi to biiilhft is 
nearly — 
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In some of these cases the proportion, or rather 
the disproportion, is monstrous; and iA aU it is 
so enormous as to warrant the conclusion ^int all 
the births are not the consequence of marriage, 

I am as unwilling at present as I eyer have 
been, to reason on such very imperfect data ; 
and I merely adduce them to ^how that if I 
made no use of thepi formerly, I did sp because 
I did not choose to deduce conclusioQS from 
such imperfect documents.* 

M. Placide Justin attempts, on. the authority 
of the notes to which he refers, to classify 
the inhabitants thus : — 

Blacks 605,500 

Coloured 84,000 

Natniatiiefl Whites 500 • 

Foreigners resident 10,000 

• 700,000 



/! 



* See note (A A) in Appendix. 
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l4mBpeii$ ikM tfa^ specifications in fliis state* 
ment must depend on conjecture ; for as it is 
eTidently the policy of the government to put 
an eod^ as |ar as it is possible, to the jedousies 
of cmHB, sarit wotdd be impossible to carry on 
any Misus mai^ii^ sudi distinctions, without 
rousing passions^wl^ich it is the object to subdue. 
The individuals most conversant with the island 
suppose' that about one-tenth of the whole po- 
pulatibli is white and coloured. 
^ tt(6 poptil^tion consists of a few whites, a 
dcyio^tlerable humber of coloured persons, and a 
large excels of blacks. At one time I believed 
that a' few aboriginal Inoians were to be found 
in the ifiterior ; but, on a more diligent inquiry, 
I wajf convinced that the native race has become 
extinct. Besides the native population, there 
is a large admixture of blacks and coloured 
. stiangers from America and the whole of the 
islands.; and as they become citizens according 
to the 44th article of the constitution, they 
become constituent parts of the nation, render- 
ing it by no means more muted in its views and 
opinions. 

, During the rage for emigration from the 
/United States about thirteen thousand emi- 
1 grants came from the Continent. Many still 

VOL. II. F 
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The distribution of these are : — 

In the East ! ............ . 61 ,468 

Nortji .;.;.........;...-..... 367,721 

Westand South! ! W 506,146 



^•»*r»< " -*n** 



■• * > 



9S6»335 



M. Humboldt, oii the most favourat)le prin7 
ciplea of rapid increaae, did )iot estimate^ the 
amount at the sam^ period T)eyp»d. eight JwMir. 
dred and twenty thousand ; and the ge^^rd^y 
well-informed historito of Haiti, M. Pla^de' 
Justin, states^ on inforiafts^tiaii received after the 
1 7th of 4py^;. 1825, thatjji^ ^considers even tfeat 
estimate to* be exaggerated ; and he adds, that 
according to his informatien, the population 
could npt excised sevei^ j^undred thousand. 

Very^'shortly after my arriv^t at Pprt-au-A 
Prince I had the good fortune to obtain pOi&- \ 
session pf a. population, return that was never ; 
published, but had been laid on the table of 
the Chamber of Commons, for the purpose of ; 
appc^ioning the contribution for liquidating 
the FrencK indemnity. The total amount was 
stated in oheof my geheral Reports: the details 
I reserved for a separate statement, which was 
never called for. from, me,. or it would probably 
have been printed by the order of the House of 
Commons. 
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CtnsMM of ike late French Part •/ Si, Domingo. 



A nondissemens. 



Borgne. 



Gmde Riviere. 
SLM«rc 



Cajesj Torbeck, 

J^^ime , 

CapeHaitiin«». 
Port de Paix . . 

Le Mole 

Aquin 

Mirebalais . . . . . 
Nippeat, < 



Jacinel 



Limb^ 

Troa (now jncltnled in 
the Arrondissement 
of Cape Haitian) . . . . 

Leogane 



Commonea. 



Borgne 

PortMargot. 



Grande Riviere. 

St. Marc 

Verettes 



Port Salut, Cotteaus 
Jer^mie ......... 

Cape. Haitian, &c.'. 
Portde Paix, &c.*. 

Le Mole, &c 

Aqoin, &c. ...:... 

Mirebalais ....... 

L*anse a Veau .... 

Petit Trou 

Mirogoane .....•• 



Jacmel . . 
Baynet . • 
Marigot . 
Sal Troa 



'Ptaisance . 
Limb^ . . 



Fort Liberty 
Tiboron . . . . 
GonaWes . . . 



Port-an-Prince 



St. Michel (now Mar* 
melade) ' . 



Trou 

Leogane 

Grande G^ave. . 
Petit Goave . . . 



Fort Libert^ 
Tibnron . . . . 
La Ville. &c. 
Ennery . . . . 
GrosMume. 



La Ville 

La Commune 

Arcahaie 

Croix des Bouquets 



St. iMicliel 



Population. 



6,165 
4,606 



7,658 
3,208 



• • ft • • 

• • • • • 



8,552 
7,842 
7,534 

19,405 
7,893 
8,8»l 
1,890 

6,175 
5,002 



15.224 

3.702 

11,283 



9,861 
10,448 



10,866 
34,954 
23,042 
22,084 
10.750 
1,9^8 
20,092 
16,037 



23,928 



33,019 



11,177 
5,503 



30,269 
5,977 
6,078 



12,854 



0,138 
3.069 
3,647 

9,103 
14,161 

2.149 
12,599 

38.102 

2 3,887 

Total.. 35 1,7 1 6 
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It i^ curiouB to compare the two statemeats, 
and to remark how close, in some points they- 
are to each other, as well as the enormous dif* 
ferencesi that occur in oHier cases. Wherever 
^ coincidence occurs! am disposed to consider 
the statement correct. It is impossible to eom-^ 
prehend how iJie discrcfiancy .of these imo d9- 
cumen^ can he accounted for without consi-* 
derii^.oiie as apocryphal; although^ for various 
reasons,:! . am very, doubtlul of the atooiute. 
fidelity of either ( ,ydi I:distnis4< that. of 1824: 
th^ most. Whatever may be.>the «uiiount o£ 
error in each, it appears^: to.be inevitable that 
if the law be not inoperative, the mode of eon*^ 
duoting the inquiry is lajoientably defectiye>. 
that the persons making it are. incompejtent, or 
inexcusably inaUentive. 

I have also, heard it stated by that highly 
respectable diief. General Borgella, that he 
believed the population to exceed a million ; 
and although I place great confidence in any 
opinion expressed by him, I should have been 
glad to have seen a statement of the manner in ^ 
which that amount was ascertained. 

I endeavoured, for the purpose of checking 
the two returns J 'have given, to procure the 
local returns from each district of the popu-» 



\fjyz,.. 
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lation, marriages^ births^ and deaths. I fiuled 
in obtaining any sach return of the population ; 
but at St. Jago I was told by the registering 
officer, and the statement was immediately 
noted'^ that die deaths in his district averagad, 
for fiye yeat9 preceding 18S7^ one hundred, 
and the btrthfe Bve hundted^ leaving an excess 
of ^poptdfttion of foor hundred, of eighty per 
^Oflton; Aski immediftlely before I quitted the 
rtfp^Uib I was'lbitoiate enough to g^t posses- 
ij^ clf.a <^py of tke( Msgisters of ' the births, 
deatli«,' a&d mamages: dnring thie years 1836 
mS" 1836; in the eoninmne of QQnaif«^es> and'of 
atiolb^ sinailas^ document from the l«l • 6f 
Jaiitory, 1%21, to the 3tst of J>ecei<iber, 1836, 
for 4hei commune 'of Gape Haitian. - As these 
materials are very imperfixrt, I did not USethem 
aftier I had an opportunity xS. doing so ; but I 
shall iiow give them, with' sudi' conclusions as 
camK!>t be resisted even by the least Scrupulous 
advocate of Haitian precocity. ' 

RWURIV FflOMT -rtlE COMMUNB OF GOl^Aim. 

. . . ■ • » 

1825. 1826. Total for two yeary. 

Births..!. 185 "Births. ..'! 442.! .1 .. .627 

DeiAhB...104 Deaths.. .139 ..2M ^ 

', ; MazfiagM.. 1 Matriag«s...8<. .^... 11 <• 
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the city, a French bishop was isent out ; but^ 
having engaged in disputes with the govemory 
General Feirand, he was driven from the island. 
The church remained without a head from that 
time until 1813, when the present archbishop^ 
Poo Pedro Valera y Ximenes, was nominated 
by the regency of Spain; though the papal 
bull confirming his nomination did not i^sue 
for four years. Since the revolution of 1822 he 
has withdrawn from his public duties, though he 
still exercises an ecclesiastical superintendence 
over his flock* He has not taken the oath of 
allegiance, as I understand, and he declines 
(he pension allotted to him by the state. 

The nomination of the bishop was, ad has 
been stated, vested in the king, and made in 
the Bttue way as that to European sees in the 
Spanish monarchy. On being made it was 
sent to the pope, through his nuncio at Madrid ; 
and the necessary bull being issued and re- 
turned, the regium exequator, or placet, was at- 
tached to it. 

The bull was virtually a mere formality; for 
from the moment of nomination the nominee 
was entitled to every privilege of his rank and 
office. 

The appointments of the archbishop amounted 
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to ten thousand or twelve thou0and dollars 

yearly. 

The clergy w^re divided into the seculars and 
i^Jilars. ^ The former were again divided into 
the ch^tpter of the cathedral and the parish 
priests. The first establishment of the chapter 
was on a very munificent scale, there being 
twenty-five members of it. The number was 
eventually reduced to seventeen; and on the 
concession of the tithes and parochial charges 
to the king^ their income was paid oiit of the 
public treasury;^, at the rate of eight hundred 
dollars a-year to the canons^ and one thousand 
to the dignitapes. 

The parochial clergy were not very numerous, 
and were respectably paid. 

Since the last revolution the numbers of the 
cathedral had fallen off; so that in 1827 there 
were, exclusive of the demi, (who was also vicar- 
general,) only two dignitaries and two canons ; 
the first received twelve hundred dollars, and 
each of the remainder six hundred dollars an- 
nually. It is probable that the number has 
decreased still more since the time of which I 
speak, as some of the incumbents were old and 
iafimu 

At that period there were in the East ei^teen 
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parish priests^ besides the ehaphda of the ch(»f 
in the cathedral. 

There were formerly monastic ini^titutions at 
St. Jago, Santo Domingo^ Azxui, and San Juan^ 
The monks were DominicaBs^ JVIe^rcenarians^ 
and Franciscans ; the nuns, Mejcenariains, CaT 
puchins, and of the orders of Santa Clara, wA 
Regina Maria. 

The Dominicans had their priors, the jMei'ceT 
narians their superiors, the Franciscans their 
guardians, and the nuns their abbesses, who su* 
perintended their internal discipline, under the 
control of the di^c^an. 

All the monasteries are in ruins, except tho$^ 
pf the city of Santo Domingo, and all have 
been suppressed. The nunneries have shared 
the same fate ; but an asylum is still afforded 
to a few old nuns, of whom there were, when I 
was at Santo Domingo, six, one of whom was 
an old woman of ninety. 

In the three provinces that belonged to France 
there was no bishop; but they were divided 
into fifty-two parishes, imder (by an especial 
grant) the direction of the two missions of the 
Dominicans and Capuchins ; the former occur 
pying the West and Soyth, and the latter the 
North. Two apostolic prefects presided oyer 
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these two commimitieSy subject to their respec* 
tive ecclesiastical superiors in Europe. There 
were also several monastic institutions, which 
have ceased to exist. 

.1 am not aware that any public change took 
place in the administration of church afiairs 
eottsequent on- the French revolution. Und^ 
Toussaint's rule it is certain that the forms 
remained unaltered. DessaKnes had no na- 
tional religion. 

On Christophers elevation to the throne, of 
his proper authority he appointed two arch- 
bishops in succession, and erected three bishop- 
rics in the West. The first archbishop was a 
Frenchman', the second a Spaniard. Both in- 
curred his displeasure, and disappeared. The 
bishoprics do not appear to have been filled up. 

A French bishop came out to the republic, 
and was received for a time at Port-au-Prince. 
With the mode of his appointment I am wholly 
unacquainted. The president finding that he 
involved himself in disputes with a factious Irish 
priest, who had, before his arrival, exercised 
great influence, expelled both. Since that the 
affairs of the church in the West have been 
carried on by four vicars-general, subject to the 
archbishop of Santo Domingo, who is consi- 
dered the diocesan. There were in this portion 
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of the republic, at the thnie of which I dpeak, 
twenty parish priests, four of whom were the 
Ticars-generai ; making a total of thirty-di^t 
clergy in the republic, the whole of whom are 
paid, and, I believe, nominated by the president. 

It is reported that in Christophers time an 
attempt was made to form a concordat with fhe 
See of Rome ; but from some cause that I can- 
not trace it failed. It is also reported that more 
recently a similar attempt was made by the pre- 
sent goTemment, with a view to form a national 
clergy; but that his holiness called for in- 
formation before coming to a decision. The 
government is, I believe, not disposed to form 
any concordat, without a* perfectly national 
clergy be conceded to them. For that purpose 
an establishment has been formed at Millot, 
under the Abb6 Besson, as I have formerly men- 
tioned. At present the majority of the clei^ 
are Spaniards, or at least, Spanish Americans, 
a few Frenchmen, and, I believe, one Italian. 

The constitution declares Roman Catholicism \ 
to be the religion of the state, while it tolerates / 
all ; although Dessalines disavowed any state 
religion, and was equally tolerant. Although 
Christophe adopted Roman Catholicism as the 
religion of his kingdom, it is reported that he 
very seriously meditated the establishment of 
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Protestantirai ; and the introduction of ihe 
English language is considered to have been a 
preBminary. 

When I was in Haiti the various sects amoi^ 
the American emigrants enjoyed the uninter- 
rupted exercise of their religious rites ; though 
I-am not aware that any regular church estab* 
iishment has been formed, except that of Rome* 
A few years before my arrival some Wesleyan 
preachers from England were obUged to return 
home, in consequence of being persecuted by 
the populace. I have understood that the go- 
vernment disclaimed any share in the outrages^ 
and the president presented about five hundred 
pounds to the funds of the society. Various 
causes have been assigned to me in Port-au- 
Prince for this persecution : none^ however, 
reflecting on the personal integrity of the mis- 
sionaries ; and as I know not whether any be 
correct or not, it is unnecessary to repeat 
them. 

All perapi^, without reference to their reli- 
gious faith, are allowed to be interred in the 
public cemetery ; with this sole difference, that 
the bodies of Catholics are taken, previous to 
interment, to the churchy where the service for 
the dead, according to the forms of the Catholic 
ritual, is performed ; while those of other sects 
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are conveyed directly to the place of burial, 
where it is also pennitted, if Protestants/ that 
the funeral service of the Church of Ei^land 
should be read over them. All this is mere 
usage; and a few years ago the Irish priest 
who has been already alluded to attempted, 
though uBSuccessfuIlyy to set it aside, and to 
disinter the body of the infant child of an 
English resident. 

No civil or military disqualifications attach 
to any difference of reUgious. creed : indeed I 
am not aware that the mode of faith is on aj^y 
occasion made a subject <rf inquiry. Were it. 
made a qualification to understand, or to ex^ 
plain the grounds of belief, I f^ar that the re- 
jected would be Qumerous. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



AGRICULTURE. 



It is obviously necefteary, in treating of the 
agrieultarc^ of Haiti^ to divide the subject into 
two branches ; viz. of the cultivation of articles 
for domestic consumption^ and that of inter- 
changeable articles^ or^ as it is phrased in the 
republic, *' la culture des vivres," and, *' les 
grandes cultures.'^ Indian com is, I beUeve, 
the only grain produced ; plantains, yams, and 
all the usual tropical vegetables are grown in 
considerable abundance; but of the absolute 
quantity nothing can be said, as I possess no 
documents on the subject. I apprehend that 
most of these articles are yielded in sufficient 
quantity for home use, as they were in pre- 
ceding periods. Indian com, however, which 
I have been informed was formerly not an in- 
considerable . article of export, is occasionally 
not to be procured on any terms ; and is also 
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sometimes imported firom the United States of 
America. In this chapter I shall therefore 
coafiBe myself to such objects afi can be illus- 
trated by documents, both because they con* 
Btitute the only test of the e^hangeable wealth 
of the country, and because my attention was 
especially directed to them by his mi^esty's 
govenunent, and consequently my infonnation 
is more complete than it is on topics which 
I could only incidentally investigate. 

As a preliminary to an accoimt of the st^te of 
the s^ricultural produce at different periods, it 
is requisite to give a brief outline of the various' 
systems pursued to ensure labour for the branch 
of which I treat, after the abolition of slavery by 
Scmthonax, which he effected on the Slst Au* 
gust, 1793.* Polverel, then in the South, hesi- 
tated; but in order to ensure an influence equal 
to that of his colleague, confirmed his act by a 
proclamation on the Ist November of the same 
year, 

I am not aware that Sonthonax issued any 
regulations to induce his new freedmen to la- 

* The statemeots now given are sabBtandally and ofteti literatiy 
tlie reports made bjf me to tbe Foreign Office ; for the more 
carefully I lia^ re-examined my atatefnents, tbe more secure I 
fieel my own aecarai^ piotected^ except indeed from designing 
and maleTolent falsehood. 
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bour ; btit Polyerel pobliilied ^' R^lemens de 
la PoKce sur la Gultore et les Cultivateore''* 

Tile principal proTudons of this code are de* 
cidedly compulsoiy. In the preamble the dif» 
ference between the labour of freedmen and of 
slaves is pointed out; the necessity of industry 
dJbrced ; tfie advantage of a participation in 
the profits, rather than liie receipt of wages; 
and, in condtufion, he proposes '^ organiser une 
8ociet6 de manifere que Fin6gale distribution des 
richesses nuii^e le mcimB possible iL la liberty et 
i r^golit^ des citoyens, et que la hbert6 et 
r^galHe ne puissent ainener ni ranareliie ni la 
dissolution du corps politiquei'^ 

The '' R^glement" is divided into six sections, 
winch treat — 

Ist. Of the conditions of persons in Saint 
Domingo. 
* 2d. Of cultivators in genertd. 

3d. Of-cuhivators participating in the pro* 
ceeds. 

4th. Of day labourers. 

6th. Of labourers by the mouthy or a longer 
term. 

6th. General arrangements applicable to all 
the articles of the present ^^ B^lement..'' 

^ See this document ftt length in the parliamentaiy papers 
aheady refened to. 
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There appears to be much utmecesBary ex« 
pansion of the simplest propositions ; but there, 
is no doubt as to the enforcement of labour by 
fine and imprisonment.''^ 

Sonthonax and P<dTerel returned to France, 
and Hedottville arrived at Cape Francois as 
agent of the Directory on the 21st April; 1796. 
He appears to have dkected his early attentibn 
to the re'-establishment of agricultural industry; 
for wh^i the Commissioner Ratmond (on meet*-' 
ing him at Fort Dauphin, on the 171li of that 
month, on his way to the Cape iftom the city 6( 
Santo Domingo, %rhere he landed,) addressed 
an harai^ue highly laudatory of the general, 
of himself, and of every thing in the colony; 
he, after paying high compliments to Toussaiht 
and the inhabitants in general, particularly 
speaks of Raimond's claims on national grati- 
tude, ^'par les soins que vous n'avez cess^ 
de vous doimer pour le r6tablissement des 
cultures." 

About the same time it had been asserted 
that Sonthonitx, on his arrival in France, had 
accused his late a>lleague, Raimond, of having 
monopolised sixty farms. This charge was con- 
tradicted by Raimond in the Bulletin Officiel 

• See note (BB) in Appendix. 



SY3TEM OP FARMINO. 137 

of the ^a April 1798 (4 Fk^r^al^ an 6>» by 
puUtBhiiig a liat of plantations farmed for ihre^ 
yeaif by hiin#. and nineteen other persops, 
among whom were Moyse (Touasunt's ne-* 
fkeim)p ' Chiifitppbe (a^rwards king), Pascal 
(the .pephew of hi$ celebrated namesake), and 
Vifleent. ;(tbe French odicer of engineers)* 

The.n^te that foUows this list is curkRis, if 
th0 itotem^pt Im true^ that in eighteen months 
a^. ^ P9tj9hli^hniaai of the leasing system^ 
orA^ iW^' ijestcired^ aod the • si^ar produced 
(irhieK 1m^ heecQ i^dnce^ to three ajid a half 
miDioi^s of pounds) amounted to thirty millions ^ 
ai|d that in the f0Uawingye9jr.it was expected 
to ^be doubled* 

. In the Bea»e document^^bere is also included 
a list of the plantations then let by the pro- 
prietors; they were o^ly six, out of which five 
weie burnt! yet aU p^tid ai^ertain rent« 

Of the Bubseque^t publidied regulations, the 
only documentary evidence that I could pro- 
cure is furnished by the proclamation and arr£t6 
of General Hedouville, which are at the ^!id of 
the volume."^ It will be seen by reference to, 
them that labour, was ]:equired; and in case^ 
of non-compliance the pen$dties were fine, 

* See note (CC) in Appendix* 
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ImpriioiaDenty tad lidxyur on the pvtUic eital^ 
Hshments. ! - * . 

Ab soon as TonssMit htA establifitwd frtiffir 
cMBLtpower, wliick happened veiy aeon aftap 
betook a decided kad in theecikAy^ he f liieed 
the whole of the agncidtiiral ayateii uiidecitli» 
direction cS BesBahnea (aftentaids emp^or^ 
and MoyBe (hia oim nephew)^ aa inspedoca- 
general : to these individuals wete aaberdiaate 
the inspectors of districts, who in theiff ^ivum 
had nnder their authority the {^oprietocsy fiur-' 
mers^ and managem of the plairtotioBS thfooghr 
ont the cohuiy. 

The whole of these offioers possessed oc^ 
hmited authority over their subaltenis ; and alt 
siuthorities that I could consult ooticiir in de- 
scribing the system to have been as arbitrary 
and despotic as possible. The whip waS' abo- 
lished, but thiek stkks, the steins of creGfing 
plants oalled in Haiti ** lianes/' w&e used wiUhr 
out scrapie; and not un&equently the sabre, 
the musket, and even burying ahnre, were re- 
sorted tO'as panisiiments for refractory gangs, 
or ateliers. • I was told in the neighbourhood 
of Cayes, by one of the most respectable pro- 
prietors there, that he himself had witnessed 
the flogging of a woman (by the order of Des- 
salines) : she was big with child, and the pu- 
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nshineniteas sateTere^ Aat abovtioii took pkce 
on the spot. 

TSbe^mM^ rigid aereiiiy awvitably foUoired 
Mficnew ; and ib netnm the cnllivmtors were en- 
tUedi^oono'^bttftfa of ih^ ptodvee of their kir 
hMrs^attd Am pnopiieton were bound to defiay 
the fSKfODBe of their mibaisteiice and tgricnltnral 
ebBUgeB4 They wefe fiffther oUiged to tenmm 
attaelied -to the {flanlationf of their fermer 



it was ut' 1797 that- the plantatioQ Brossard, 
fkbeady ^ipdcicn o^ waa Idt for rent Raimond, 
one of the commissioners sent frodA Frincey 
was tile tesitttBT, and paid ei^teen thousand 
ftanca anrmaUy ) as apqpears from the BtiUetin 
Oiiciel of April 23d^ 1798, the then ocgaii of 
the local government. 

Twas unaUe to procure any published de* 
ciees fsaned by Toussaint fmor to the ** Oonsti- 
tation* of the Frendi colony of St. D(«niiigo." 
The aixth section contains all the provisions 
pabhshed ; and as all power was vested in the 
governor^ the inference is fair that the state- 
ments made by contemporary Haitians is cor- 
rect, that his detailed regulations were addressed 

• See note (DD) itt App«idra. 
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from tiine to time to the presiding officers^ but 
never printed. '■' - ^ 

' The most important of these is that wbtch 
authorises the governor (Toussdint) to tua&e 
all the police regulations to enforce labonr'tdri- 
formable to that of 20 Vendemiaire, an ^, ^d 
the proclamation of 19 Pluviose foUotring J 
neither of which could be found by me in HSti. 

Under this section there id one very remark- 
able article (17th), charging the governor' fe 
fake measures for the introduction of labour^, 
so indispensable' to the re-establishment and iA-' 
crease of cultivation in St. Dottungo. * -"^ 
. The 12th section treats of national property 
ilbquestrated and in abeyance ; and v^tH much 
liberality the 60th article declares, that" stran- 
gers succeeding in Prance to their foreign or 
French relatives, shall succeed (equally in ^. 
Domingo : they may contract, acquire and re- 
ceive the property in the colony, and dispose 
of it the same as Frenchmen, by all the means 
authorised by law." 

This may in fact be considered as a corollary 
to the fourth article of the constitution, which 
declares that "every man, whatever may be' his 
colour, is admissible to every employment." 

In the laws of St. Domingo, published im- 
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mediately after the constitution, there are also 
rules for the regulation of national property, 
lists.pf the buildings on the sequestered plan- 
taftjl:^^ were to be famished to the adnunis- 
trator-g^eral of domains, and to the mihtary 
commandant* From tl^se lists the administra- 
tor-geii^ral was to fc^m a general register ; a 
iregi|»ter of each particidar district to be trans- 
mitted to the particular administrators. Six 
ttionths before the termination of every lease 
the military commandant to examine into the 
condition of the plantation, particularly into 
the increase or decrease of cultivation and of 
the labourers. Reports founded on these ex- 
aminations to be furnished to the administrator- 
general, and by him laid before the governor, 
who would act accordingly. Farms actually in 
lease to pay rent either in kind or 4noney, ac- 
cording to the original contract; but on the 
termination of the existing*leases, all contracts 
to be made for money. The produce to be sold 
every fortnight, in the presence of a municipal 
officer, by public auction. Some minor regu- 
lations respecting these sales follow : afterwards 
the mode of leasing colpnial and sequestrated 
property; that of collecting the rents; and lastly, 
a law on the property of emigrants, of whom a 
list was to be supplied by the French govern- 
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went |o die govimior : cm this list'kewg raeei^ed, 
ttiewMe 9t their piantations to be onwfjirttad, 

Rig««dp on the atber hma^ m iaid by die 
natives to have acted on the eqmUy oofa^v^ 
worjf though leae Imitai gyttem of Palv^cmeK 
The following g^wnl vievr of Rigand'S/ fna»* 
anieB is derived from a Swias, who/esiikdali 
the South under his a&niiiiatjratkHi ; aackiBiay 
be considered as fair a statement as can be ob- 
tained m a counlrj where aU are^ in a greifter 
or less degreOf partisans; and thispeison was 
a decided admirer of Rigand. 

^* On pent dire pv^aktUemeot afvee ane ^« 
p^ de certitude que le G6n6ral Bigpuid avait 
les mimes id^s philanthropiques que le Pt^ 
sident Petion^ <yet his soie ofaservatidn, on 
hearing his revolutionary bands weve cimnEut-- 
ting muider and every sort of atrocity, was 
* Mon Dieu ! qn'est ce que le peuple en fineur I ') 
personne ne pouvait infliger una punition oor* 
porelle anx n^gres ou aux habitans de couieur, 
que i^toksnt engag^ 4 trnvailler semaine pa« 
gemaine. Toutes les discussions entce maities 
de travmlleurs se terminoient devant les tribu- 
naux. Le 06n^ral Bigaud n'a jamais enploy^ 
des m^ures coercitives pour la culturs. 11 
avait pris des mi6«ures de poUce k regard des 
mendians et paresseux, qui retomboit dans le 
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sj^rt^nne de Banm Vaght de Hambomrgy qui 
s'^st propag^ dans tcmte TEurope et aux Eteto 
Unia^de rAns^ii^oe du Nord ; c'est i dm, que 
fii la police aittiappoit an piophteire, on tout 
autBaiD&ividB ^eiconque, fi^ant Faumone k 
vBmtp&tfumoB <iapabie de tncmller, il ^tott cod* 
daBMai it paiyar troi^ibifi la Taleur de ce quil 
outre la' oonfiaoatioti de TolTJet domi6 



eomme aaxiotie/' 



XeClerc andiRoelutmbeaa had small opp<^« 
t«iut]^^ ^£aam the defitrectire system of warfitre 
carried aa by theinselYeB as well as by their 
opponents^ to enforce any r^iilar {dan of la* 
bout; but dunug the rery brief cessatiou of 
hofllil^es during the life of the former^ I have 
learned 'ill oonversationy Ibr I could obtain no 
toiee ofsatxy panted docmwimt, that measures 
similar to those of Hedomille and Toussaint 
weve pnrsned, aa iar as practkaUe. 

After the eiqnilsion of the French army in 
1803, Dessalines was fimt named govemon-ge* 
ueral for life, and afterwards empeior. This 
iadiiridnal, having been one of Toussaii^'s in- 
speetorshgeneiral of cultivaticn, knew full weU 
how mneh the general wealth of the state de- 
pended OR the steady exertion of agricultural 
iodustry^; yet no document on this subject was 
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made public before his elevation to the imperial 

throne. 

Very little notice is taken of agriculture in 
the constitution of Dessalines^ proclaimed oh 
the 20th May 1805. By the fortieth article, 
agriculture and commerce were placed under 
the direction of the minister of finance knd of 
the interior ; and by the twenty-first article of 
the dispositions g^n^rales^ it is declared, that 
as " agriculture is the first, the most noble, 
and the most useful of all the arts, it shall b^ 
honoured and protected;" and by the twenty- 
seventh article, the " fSte d'agriculture" is es- 
tablished. 

Although the law for excluding all white pro- 
prietors originated in his time, he in every other 
respect pursued the system over which he for- 
merly presided; but from the devastation of 
property, and probably the loss of labourers in 
the bloody warfare that preceded his reign, the 
same beneficial effects did not result from it. 
As before, the cultivator received one-fourth 
of the net produce ; flogging with the whip 
was abolished ; but punishment was inflicted 
with sticks and lianes ; and sometimes the 
sabre and musket were employed, as well as the 
mcyre constUutional procedure of imprisonment. 
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It was a part of Dessalines' policy to get as 
much of the laaded property as- possible into 
the hands of the government. This he effected; 
first, by his base and treacherous murder of 
the unfortunate white French inhabitants, who 
unhappily confided their persons, families, and 
properties to his unsolicited pledges, and next by 
destroying nearly all the title-deeds of the co- 
loured proprietors that the director-general of 
the public domains could procure. In this way 
nearly the whole of the North fell into the 
hands. of this man. Of course an immense in- 
fluence accompanied this accession of property; 
and to render it available, he attached the la- 
bourers to the soil, though they might obtain 
permission from the inspector of the district 
to remove under urgent circumstances. It is 
not to be supposed that such permission would 
be often, if ever, granted in opposition to 
the wishes of so despotic and unrelenting a 
chief. 

It is stated, though on no very decided au- 
thority, that many of those estates were farmed 
out, as in Toussaint's time, at an annual rent, 
which was regulated rather by the number of 
labourers than by the extent of land in culti- 
1 vation. It is further said, and I beUeve with 

truth, that Dessalines was anxious to carry on, 

i VOL. II.* G 
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(breiigh British meems, the dure trade, in 
Ofd^r- to inereftfle both las sttbtflrj and hb I»- 
bounng popnlatiou* 

After his deaA, in 1806, ttt P(»it Houge, 
neaf F6it-ftu-Prine<s/ and liie aepitraticttk 6f die 
N^rth from the South, die syateiini <VP the 
leadera becanef different ; and of the^;' 'Ot^ of 
Christophe is befit knowi &n>u^' itifflbiinsition 
ipbtained from M.- Mislhti. I give Ms'bmi ii^otds. 
**Son tiyattme d^agiichlltire'i§toit k}ike W^6ii- 
tivateurs redevtdient Hsxactemerrt "le qteart ^qm 
leur etoit aG<<0rdl§ suY le pr6duil de 4%abita(ioii : 
ito'^toient^fimd d^ i^ iretidfe au jaMin'^fibloit 
le jowr : ieB >«<|inl^teufd de 4^hftbitiMioii ^i^iit 
teaafi de edntier la ^gloehe 1 trois hettr^s da' tnic- 
lia, poUYI^Temeir lee ^^ivateuf^/ttfin-de cmre 
««i pt6parer leur d^efiiser: tme hetire da tine 
heiv« et diemie apt^d ee son de la ckbhe les 
condudettrs ou g^rans sonnoient tin antre son 
pour overltr les cultivatetirs qu'i! ^tioit rheure 
de se rendre au travail ; a ce son tons les cnlti- 
vateurs ^se T^imissoient & la porte du g^rant 
pour faipe la'pri^fef fitpr^ la pri^e I^ condne- 
teur leseonduisoit k la place que le jour ne 9e 
faisoit paa> on Temploycgt k nettoyer les divi* 
sions, k br41er des pieces de cannes <que Ton 
anrpit .couples, ou a faire d'autres tmvaux que 
Ton ,peut faire sans voir tr^s cUir. Au )oui 



M. JCSUV'S. NAJKBATIYE. 147 

ouTiaiit on les fsdsoit comm^icer r^avn^ : k 

hmt^aeiif heures, xni )e» donnoit un petit repoi 

pour d^efiner: aussitdt qja'ilg fiiussoieiit de 

il^^ec,/0« les feisoit repreo^ve le teavaiL Le 

ciciltiva^w: <ne poiiw»$ psMs 4)wtter Id trarrail, ni 

set apostr^ii)^ eovifi, auaia pr^text^^ que pour 

let|)f|i|oJji.in^if(>eMabl^ car aor les hahilatioiii 

oik i).y,.9Yaitl)ea^cpup>de euitivateurB il y avoit 

de^s; Jn&ffTWi do rhabitstiocLy qui leA Bukment 

h Xa^pla^.p^w leui; dialler de r«<iu 4 boire, et 

nn au.4^)ix po^ur^gaider. ksenfaw des nourrices. 

lie«k . aowgnceft se iwodoiant.i la place aa>8oleil 

levaaity >et quittqmt l!o»yi;age easemble ayec 

I'atelier. il saklu A lieuj^ heu^M pr^eUeg le con- 

dueteur .somiioit la icbcbe, etl'ateber se readoit 

iipm^dpiatemeut .^u tvoiwl. Le» nourrioes wt^ 

toie^t vxxe denai-iheiue apr^> et quittoient 

Fowrage un quart d'iiauEe ayaat Tatelier, qui 

le quittoit au i3oleil couchant, ^t-aeiendoit cbes 

le. gemot pouar faire :1a pn/^re> a^aat de ae Jnetirer 

chez eux. 

'^ToutescesmeBuresreteieiit^de cigueur; et 
%uand 1^ cuitivateur jBanqofiiit^ on I'envoyoit 
ea.pri^csi^ <oa on le faiscat tra^Uer k la culture 
^ places .^ viivres que chaque quartier iii^ 
blieBQit.paar lejcompte de V^i^ dont iea pn>- 
duits etoieut port^s au magazin du loi pour la 
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consommation des oumers et des prisomiiers^ 
Le cultivateur qui manquoit, ^toit quelquefois 
frapp6 de la liane par son conducteur, son ge- 
rant, ou enfin par le royal dahomet, qui s'y 
trouvoit sur Fhabitation; mais il n'avoit auciine 
reclamation k faire sur cela; s'il le £aisoit. on 
6toit sourd a sa plainte, que le prpprietaire ou 
fermier de Thabitation oh ils. travailloient ne 
les avoit bien paye. Bans ce cas le roi ^ fai- 
soit foumir par les prepos^s d'administration 
Tetat des denrees des habitations : et sur cet Itat 
il faisoit verifier les bordereaux dresses pour 
le quart des cultivateurs, pour yoir, mSme avaiit 
Ta plainte, si dana les payes precedentes qii ne 
les avoit jamais dup^ ; ^t quand il appercevoit 
des fourberies de la part, des prdpri^taires, fer- 
mierSy , ou g^rans, il les punissoit sevferement. 
Ce n'etoit que sur ce point que les cultivateurs 
pouvoient avoir, raison. 

" L^8 cultivateurs ^toient attaches au sol de 
ITiabitation oA ils etoient n^s. 

" Toutes personnes dout leurs m^res ou leurs 
parens sont natifs d'une habitation, Etoient 
obliges de reritrer sur cette habitation polir, 
travailler : jl suffisoit que le gerant, conducteur,^ 
ou un cultivateur faisoit connoitre au comman- 
dant militaire qu'un nommd un tel, demeurant. 
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en tel bourg^ ou en ville, ou sur telle habitation 
ou quartier^ est le fils de telle personne^ aucun 
sujet de Thabitation; que le commandant etoit 
oblige d/ecrire et de demandef la personne qu'on 
lui denommoit pour la contraindre k rentrer aux 
tra^aux de I'habitation; et si elle avoit des en- 
fans, ses enfans etoi'ent tenus de rentrer 6s:ale- 
ment, excepte si elle etoit devenu propri^taire. 

" Le montant du quart revenant aux cultiya- 
teurs etoit reparti en part; trois quarts de part; 
demi-part et lin quart de part. Le premier con- 
ducteur avoit trois parts ^gaux h rinidustrie 
d'un fort travailleur qui pretendoit sL un ijart ; 
le deuxi^me, deux parts; le troisi^me, sHl y 
en avoit^ un part et demi.' Le's maitres mou- 
liniers et sucriers, deux parts; les forts tra- 
vailleurs un part^ et successivemeiit selon leur 
fprce et leur einploi. Les g^ranB ^toient pay^ 
par les proprietaires. 

" Sur chaque habitation il y avoit une hospita- 
lifere pour soigner les malades et une sage- 
femme. Les proprietaires foumi^soierit un me- 
decin qiii faisoit une toumee par semaine sur 
I'habitation; et tons les cultivateurs qu'il mettoit 
dehors de Thopital, 6toient tenus de rentrer k 
Touvrage. Si non, on les contraignoit ; et pour 
maintenir Tordre et feire travailler, le comman- 
dant militaire, officier du royal dahomet^ ^toit 
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tpUQ l60 ^ufS k trois heures du matin ii cheval 
4tM^ 81^ eompiuiie, pour inspecter et voir si' lea 
gjsi^W soaooient k I'beuire indiquee, et s^iLi 
i^'ayoi^iit paa laiss^ des genfl okifs snr rhabi- 
Mippi fNMW te0 exiger i aller aii t^vail. Da^ 
l^c^» de n6gligenee de la. part d^s gerans ou 
c^dpc^ufs de rhat)itali(»iV ils eipiekit de suife 
»ft&iS$ p« lf» <^mm^dant milHaire'^ou 'p«lr 
rQ^j,er4u rpyal didiomet^ et envoy & aii cdni- 
piapdaAt de rarrondissemeai, qui ^yott' V airoit 
de le^^^ypyer au^i^ travaux de la cHadel^, Si 
les propri^t^Bures ou fenniers pe plaignoieiii di- 
rf^tw^t, an foi^ que leur habitation ^oQ^^ri-^ 
yQI^Q^t^pai}^ le rpi dpmuHt ses crare^ particuliers 
1^^ cpxmafOidaQt lailits^e,; mais avant de don- 
x^H eea prdres^ il s^assuroit si ce projpri^ire, 
^f^ Im 9kY(ni port^ plainte; portoit tous les soixls 
e^[jigi^|>ar,l^ i^stdme des cultivateurs, et sll lee 
pavqit paps les d^perj et.s*il pr^voyoit a ibous 
l^H b^spip^ de Vhabitation ; — si enfin il n^ laS- 
fi^t,*P<)# |g&t^r leg Cannes de rhabitation saiDt 
leajro^le^f si jd'etoit une micreriei et si les cul^ 
tiyate^r^ i^Toient tops les outils airatoires'qui 
tewrfiJloient 

*^ Tpute personjae^ militaire ou autre, qui ne 
d^ilde pas de I'^telier d'une habitati(Hi, ne 
pent se marier avec une personne qui d4- 
pende d'une habitation, ou de qui les deacen- 
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dans dependent d'une habitatioii* C'est pour 
empecher k ce» officiers ou miHtaired' d'&yoi^ 
(fefi^ j^r^tentions de retirer d*tine habitation Utttn 
/eofume^ ou parens. II ii'accord€roit le manage 
aan^e eas que lorsqu^on Im ptoiafettroit dand 
la j>etitipii (j^u^on etoif oblig^ de Im pt ^ iealtBri 
de mpas^d^rangerlafemiQe d^ la culture de 
Vhabitation d*6ii elle dependoit, ou de men- 
tio^ner dans sa petition que la femme oti ses 
^escendana tie dependoient d^auetmiB habitation i 
v^ds d^^n^ Tun pi ^ autre cas^ il prenolt touted 
le^ informati9nfl nSce^saires par ^nt,' et vons 
faisant presenter la femine. * ' ' ' ' 

** Les halbitations e^otent t^nia^ rf^' fdrirhir 
au con^aiidant militaire une quantity de c^ 
saves^ de bananes,^ Tiuile, charboiis, "p6& ou 
liz pour le besoin du magazih a'^t,' pout ^fvrr 
aL pourrir les prisonhiers, ouvriers fet tra^lietiils 
employes aux travaux du roi ; c?^ qu^h^ fe^^ 
rant ne pouyoit pas Ibumir de sob >^, soit |>ar 
SOR negligence ou edmment, il etoit ttnvt i's^ea 
pouryoir de sa poche ; mais l6 proprotaite' On- 
fermier n'avoit ricn de 5a sur sa re6p<!>liiAabilit6. 
Chaqme habitation, suifTaht la force Ae brtis qiiTi^ 
ayoit^ fournissoit tant d6 persomiea^ toiis hss Sii-^ 
luediS; iant pour les travaux de la citadeilby que 
P9ur les autres corvais, et tant pour rentretien 
des places h, vivres de Tetatl" 
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Xt may be> l^Qwever, Ulustrative p{ ii\e dif- 
feience betw^ien th^ written and the common law 
of Haiti, to refer to his Co4e * pf Agriculture, 
which fonned a part of the Code Heuri^ ^u^d 
under his auspices after his assumptioa of the 
royal dignity. . , u 

•. It Qox^isted of eight Qe^tiQUs, which ifeat in 
^^cc^p^ion : — . i . .^ 

1st. Oif the djifties .of proprietors an^ farpaiers.; 
of the obligations. Qf labo^nrers.j andof .tbp^pplice 
of ^angs. .... . , ,„,. 1 , 

. . ^d, }0f tQulti,vp.liw pf gr^t^r objects. ... 

3d, Of pPQpsipnjgrpunds* 

4th.. Of tJjip mod^ of diYisipn of the fourth 
allotted to cultiyatore. . 
, 5th, Of pifbli^c ^orks* 

6th. , Of poupds (for cattle). 
, 7th, Of tree^iag-farins, &q. 

8th. Ofpui^ishments. 

By referi^ce to the document itself, it will 
be seen that idleness was considered a flagr^t 
offence, c^d that^ eyep by the published l^w, 
severe punislun^t followed the detection of it; 
but the circumstantial details of the secretary 
leave no doubt that the practice was still more 
rigorous. 

* See Uie extract io the Parliamentftry papcts and the Code 
itielf. 
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' Under Pcfioti*^ government there was a great 
aflfe^Mion of promoting every sort of industry, 
esi^dally that of agriculture ; but the desire of 
iaiing ail classds/ by givfaig way W their 
fe^otWtiB passion'; idleiiesSy was all-powerful. 

Although nothing was done, mu<*h was said 
toil >mtten, respecting' agriculture ^and' com* 
merce. In the constitution of 1806, and in its 
reVi^on in 1816", the tenth section is devoted to 
tftSiy^siibjects jWd/by the thirty-fourth article, 
the former of these is made the subject of bne of 
three national festivalff, under the title of ** f6te 
d^agriculture," on the I'st May. Whatever may 
haViefceen intended, it lie-ins certain that' the 
numerous small grants made in consequence of 
a general order of the late president', and acted 
upon both by himself and his ^uccedsor, have 
contributed to cause the decline of combined 
industry, and will probably continue to do so 
ib spite of every coercivd measure that msty be 
adopted. 

During Rigaud^s, tad after him^ Borgella's 
administration in thte South, "Polverers regu- 
lations were enforced ; and I histve been infornied 
by an officer of th6 highest rant in {hat depart- 
ment that Rigaud appointed a very celebrated 
man, named Le Franc, as the chief inspector 
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of cuUiTatioti, witb imKouted nuthofity to ra- 
fbrce kboiir. 

Aft it kis been alrelidy shotni in '4818;' on. 
tike de«th of Petion; tKe |iredeiit {m^ldeot, 
Boy^, #Qceeeded to th^^ t&6akit ehair. -S&ce 
doing BO) Christophe'd ameide aimexlad theNbrth 
Wthe repttbfie, tttid the di^orden^ of ^the^Ebst 
plftced the ^hote* idxni fUEid its depelndmciea 
under onef gorerttment. 

' B^r prdfedfted to be tery^^esttOus of pnn 
Ittotm^agriciiltttre; and it h certainly regi^ded 
•8 ajk object of moment by many d( the offiieers 
of hta gOTttiittient. ' ; 

' The test tew on (ifaSadubject intiie €od«i tliiral, 
enacted on the 6th May, 1826, and pubUished at 
PodKCa-j'ikicef in tiife mooth of July of the same 
year. l%iB code te the work of General ji^inaGi 
the secretary-general, and i» intended to excite 
the indtt&lry of the cOnntiy. Many of the re* 
galatic^s correspond witti dome contained inl^he 
code noir and the subsequent laws of Chrkstophe ; 
btit the consequences of delmqueaey are heavy 
fine and imptisota^ent, and the provisions of 
the law are as despotic as they can well be 
conceived.* All persons not excepted by the 

i 

* Bee note (££) in Appendix. 
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third aitkl^' '' smsl pu^Uvate the eartb i*^ Ibcy 
€9maot qmt the coimtvy for the purpofie of re- 
mdbHf m a towis^ jor, TiUa^e,. withoot the per* 
nmievir i>f .tke. j^dge^ of ^be 'peace^ irh^ Bhall 
A^ 'give sufeh r autllQrit]^ witi^nt being assured 
f>f the^i^Mv^j^y pf tiba.fippli^apt^ of ]^ia regular 
'^^a^, i^Rd c€ Jb^pi al^iJitf to n^amtaif) hiioaelT 
b jtbe^.to^wn: bq canjaoit. eeorf bb qbiMren to 
8<^ool or to be apprenti^ ii^.tOwUj without 
a^ Qeiti%;^. £(om tbe. judge of tb^ peape*? he 
can up4errno.pre^3|t ^^bli^h a .^op or sell 
po4i}ce;.in the cq^:p^, v^h c^Pftsm excei^tions 
as to the articles of producf .a?^ ho^ ipponi* 
fi|kct\9ret: he ci^Dfiot bui^d aibpjgi^^yiii thfi oprntiry 
uaeoQiieiQted with ^laltiip^alionf The code .directs 
the ]»ode of maiii^giag land^ propej^ty ^ of 
forBEuupig < ccHitrae^ between, the' proprietor and 
fenaaeFji fa^Hiev and labqwer; of regm^ating 
grazing estabHshn^nta : it al»> regulates the 
raial f)aU€e» or tbe in#pec|iQ|t by proper persons 
of the eultiTaik(^ and die qultiy a^fce^s ; tbe mode 
of repressing vagrancy; and.of.Tepairii^, the 
public ways. The law .repre€;0ing vagrancy is 
very fuU ;- and although it is given at length in 
the Appendix, a short.summaiy of its principal 
provisions will illustrate the principles on which 
the code has been constructed. All persons not 
farmers or proprietors, living in the country 
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without having contracted with spm^^ cultivator, 
are reputed vagabonds, and must be 'arre.ated 
and taken before the magistratej wbp ivarns^ 
them that by law th^y are b.Q]an4 tp.€0Q)tc9(Q^i f^^ 
if they refuse to do sp they are sent to priscMi^^ 
and if they persist after eight ^ay^'^onjInQvaei^^ 
they shall be condemned to la)).oi^ pn^the public . 
works until they agree to make a cpntr^ct, , Aipter 
a contract is once made the provisions fpir e^ 
forcing its execution are strict. .;. -t 

Such have beent^e yair^ou^ mo4ep e^fnptoj^ 
for inducing or compeUing ^abquar fpr^n^^j^ly 
forty years. , It 19 nextnec^sjury^tp a^cejrtldii^ 
as far as it is practi^aj^le, thejdegyee.pf su^ce^s 
that has attended each j;ati4 theqnly n^de^of 
eifecting this with w^ch I api^acq^aintedj^is^Q 
give the , returns of the. ^?port§d ^gric^lturiil 
produce during the same perioc}^ ijstark^ing^ where 
it can be done, any accidental pircumstaACe 
that may have had an influence* To ibrm B^f 
idea of the general state an imperfect gaqeral 
table is given. * In it the amount of produce 
of 1789 is stated on the authority of M. Page, 
formerly a wealthy cplonist; that of 1801 on 
that of General Lacroix ; and I have so taken 
it, from having been assured by the most Com- 
petent persons in Haiti that it is tolerably cor- 

* See note (FF) in Appendix. 
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leet. The statements during the years 1818^ 
1819> 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824, are de- 
rived from the official documents laid before 
the' chamber of representatives by the secre- 
tary of state, in conformity veith the constitu* 
tion ; <hose' of 1825 and 1826 are alsp derived 
froni att official source, the regular detiuls for 
tfese'twd years not having* been drawn up er 
submi^i^d'to the legislature before my leaving 
Port-au-Princeifc 

As the information derived from this table is 
limits,'! shall endeavour to supply its defects 
by.tiffiles of the exports from the different dis* 
tricts aAd ^rts. That of Cape Haitian is by 
far the-iAost full, as it embraces the whole ex- 
port uinleT Dessalih^s* and Christophers go- 
veraiaients, ad well'as of the republic. That of 
Port-aii-Prihce is more scanty, as it does not 
go farther back than the year 1818 ; yet it 
showB tolerably well the progress of events foir 
eight years, and is valuable, as the present 
system had its origin at that place. The re- 
turn from Cayes comprises that of the whole 
of the southern department, viz. Miragoane, 
Jeremie, Tiburon, Anse d'Hainault, Aquin and 
Cayes; for during the years 18 10, 1811, 1812, 
Cayes was the chief place of export, and con-. 
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teqacntly «flbtd8 mtMOA of ioMikaiiag, jif nut -a 
▼cry rigofoiift comparii4Hiy at least aa ^ppoxi* 
mation to the trath. 

• JacmalisofnDgieatiiaporta^eewtoaBipiiiiit; 
bat liafuig fiKitied a part of tbe sepablic 49fiiBg^ 
all it» eonmlsioM), I haiie thoi^kt it d^ttj^^sbow 
tlia pragressire ciianges Ihat, hajm 0CQ\irfe4zio. 
ita exports, 1^ a shcvrtitalbte for. tki^ Jipn^t ^iglit 
yaara* ,.> ♦■ 

The tabfe of the expQits. fircmi iib^ efkBttm 
pottkn of tbei nimi aocaprpWuk itlipaa 6om 
Port-'^Pkute^ stadtbeiej^jc^ Sa^ito }>Qisiii^, 
amoe the ia»ik3nitioii. to thoirepuNic in 19S^* 

Fiom tiieae . at|Ltetii0ots, I. ^^4. &iii hope 
that some general inference may be made as^ to 
the iatftaenos of tbo^ various systems thi^have 
-ptevmiMd aA ^ffecent periods,, although t can- 
not pretend to minuto^ecnraey of detail. 

Chiyed sugar, which in the French time 
fianned so important .an article of export,* that 
in 1789 the : quantity exceeded foftjihse^en 
no&tons fi^ve hundred thouse^d French pounds, 
diminished ander Tomssaint's government to 
about : sixteen liuAisand five handred pounds ; 
in 1818^ Under Petbnfs* rule, there areflps only 
one hundred ssnd nisHBty^ight.pounds^ ia 18}9, 
one hundred and 'fiftynieven pdmnds; and in 
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1890, t«K^1touMnl teted kmidrad and «iglit]f. 
sevea pounds ^ timce wKicK it bid ceased ttf 
appear on the returBs. / 

Hiftif^di^iar imci ibnii^ of (Mk mate im* 

{fdridyce^l lbrit^i«itl lieMe*,^ 
ilig^iki^^^itelj^ ' ^Mei ' A th* <|uuitiiy ex- 
cited kllfTSS'^kcMded^mAety^tiiMe mittioiii 
fii«^)iiiiidfed<thDiidaM i^iid&di pounds ; in 1801 it 
Ml off to ftomewbat more than eighteen mStiom 
five' hmidred thoiisand ;' in 1^18 it amounted to 
vA^ik iku^^&^wiSiUQM 'ftvi^ btmdf^ thonBand, 
ffmt-i!9^h' 4«' pi^ogt^fseit^iy'^edmcdt to two 
tbdodatid atiil '%wetitf'p0ikn^nr 1^06 1^ in 1826 
it^agaili iBtdvuaoK^d' Ufn^tAf tkir^fMdfree thou- 
iM^nd pMmfdd; - . •• • •• •- • 

■■ doffee too has tiot ^tttad^ ^aterfnrogresa. 
In IT^d^^eistpoitof^tiikatiieteaiadiMted to 
serentyHsixtiiillioiis- eight hundred and thirty- 
fivethotidand two htindyedandninsteen pounfds ; 
i»^1801 it hiid deafened to ibrtyfthrecb millions 
fbttr hundred and twenty th^msaftd iwa hun- 
dred ^md setenl^ ^pcHinds ) in 1818 it snatained 
a itftiir ftierther redaettM9» ta littie more tiatan 
twenty^x* mttlions ; froi^l8t9 to 18^4 it ra- 
rted fHfm tweiityntine'niiKeairtO abore forty- 
fimr millioAS ; and in the two flofaseqtieat years 
it haa fallen off, fimt to little more than thirty-* 
six millions, and lastly to a trifle beyond 
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thirty-two nuUioDB, or lew tkmn fixur-nmths of 
what it was in 1789. - i •. 

Ctcao does not appear to luwe been elpiHted* 
by the Freneh colotitsts, aad'oidy eix^hiukdied 
and foitf^ight thoasand five hundmd • and- 
eighteen pounds wereahipped imier Tounoniwtij 
bnt^inoe ilie tepthUt has been 'established tfaer 
quantity has Taried fiim nearly 6»e himdndb; 
thotitand to two biMbed andsisity^^ourtlUfi^ 
sand p6uiids. 'ta>> imu. 

Indigd has been in some'flfteasiiveabaadoii^ 
by the cU Fbtndi oolooistB^ yet 'in iHT/Sfritbci 
amMknt ^xptfiAtA etcaedted' se^tsa "hiiBdred /.and ' 
fifty thondsfiMl poands; Oilly eight htuidre& <atad 
four were shipped by Toussaint^ and one thcmt* 
sand two hundred and fiarty in 1824; snica 
whieh no mention is^-made of it in 'theoffiisiai 
retumsl - . . 

M<eia8ses ^or sirup was an artide of limited 
export prior to the reinohitioiiy owing to ^the 
greater perfection in the art of making, tagar. 
It amounted to twenty«*five thousand seven hun- 
dred and forty-nine pounds in 178d; to'ninety^ 
nine thousand fonr handred and niAeteen-rin 
1801 ; within the last nine years^ only-onee^(iii 
1822) two hundred and eleven thousand rnine 
hundred and twenty-seven pounds werash^iped. 
Nearly^ if not the whole is consumed, as has- 
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been already described^ in the maaufeotwe 
of tafia. ..-^ — 

The(;Freiich« exported nodye-woodB, (wUch 
incfattk logwood, fiutic, and ligniiniTiCas i) but 
six V miUion Beven' Irandnd - and aixiy^^igfat 
thousand fiixbundred and thiity^lbur pounds 
weteneiil iiN>m *the vdand inlSOL Seventeen 
yearb aftiBr ithad inoreaaed towcnnUionaetghi 
bnwted' and nineto«i'the«sand'thme hundred- 
and one pounds; in 1820 it amounted •. to two 
millions ;> theato ihiee i millions se¥f» hundred 
thonsand ; afterwarda toabouteigkt tnittiona; fdl 
to flix'tniUkniB skc iMUidsed tiioiuaacidr toitbuee 
DuUionseight hundred and>fi%<^ghit.ihouiand 
one hundred' and fifty-one^ >roee to three rail^^ 
lions nine hundred and fbrty*eight tbiusand one 
himdtBd and ninety, andtin 1826 increased still 
iiirther, to five millions three hundred and^earen 
thousand seven fanndfed and forty'^vev^pomtds. 

Tho, gcowth of tobacco too has. much in- 
creased, chiefly from the East. From > 1816 to 
1824, the number of pomids. shipped rose from 
about one thousand nine hundred ixi above 
seven hundred and eighteen*; thousand \ and 
in the two subsequent ysars •Aey have de^- 
dined ; first, to «bout five bundled thousand 
pounds ; and secondly^ ta three hundred anc^ 
forty thousand five hundred and eighty-eight 
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SiMetlie 7<as I823^(lliai of the wioft of tbe 
whole island under one government)' eigffsr 
hare been manufactured both for hcmi^ aaad 
ibraign. use* I hava no mtiana pf .^fttiiniMaag 
the former: the qawtii^ ntm^ be l^mg^i^^^ ^he^ 
Vie of tobaceo ia uniivetaa)^ Itvaf|u9a^,,i}i!piaT: 
ever^ that tho«e oaoMmmid almad ,b^;f^f|tasi^ 
flt>m ene faimdiad aad $e?anfy:4ife ^f^kg^ffa^cl. 
to> (near foor.haiidiMid' 4haimM«v I'Pif/^iqutfKqnof 
IheMi thctmik^oB l.ha^ x;u9e^a«qer^il9pdo«^ ,.^ /~ 
MniuDpaif \i^ fti^iapa the mp#t jrei^ifrk^bier 
6«t affbctiiig tht ganer^ fyofition J ,<^)ii8i^: 
ealaUiiheii>byith«4aWies ol^i^^ d^ri^Hti^ 
he tMm k fii tljat . IhfiClg^l aaabpganyy, UiUvAfl .. 
djitHWMdb^ feqaiiea no cultiv^oM) yjgt^at,^; 
cparea .movedafaaar mr evfeting domi;, < Md* J» 

ftMUMiag ibr the iBardpf^an pt ,Amfn^ .^M^^ 
lueL: ittbaaeftive fe^tahaa.of the ^vix^^f^qi 
syatoMHitici , labc»ff> coaabined vnth na n^jc^a^U^ 
for cultiration ; in fac^ t^baainesa is deafly 
performed by natera, and a small portion ia 
kft tathe Haitian* 

in : Tohssaint.^a timd oidy abont fm 1ih9Mr 
sand cuMc feat were exported; in 18^18 neiirlyr 
one hundred and thirty thousand ; snd in 18^ 
not far dhort of three millions. In 1826 the 
quantity exceeded two millions of superficial 
iilet The labour neeessary for fitting mahogany 
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Fdr'shipnseMt of late directly ciHniteracIs its 
»%mentatioii m the game ratve with that of 
dye-wdt>d«. 

"^eghif^Al rmiiA of thi» table i^pear fully 
t^'^vmff^ eoiieltr«i(^ of the decKM of sys^ 
teiil^e iiidtisi»y/ and of ^d advance of what* 
e*%P,^^fKbtigk *dBfe% doi^e by tnrtufe, may be 

-'^l^imbA^ikUe^'^ b« anaiysed' ib Hiat ^ the 
ejq)«rts^'l»bfii^ Pt«>6^^-Pri^^^ from MIS to 
J^Wlil^h ltai$ te!i!^ llmhdy ^fetnid tOw In 

iSfi^u^ feitiMly ^to^ db^^t ef (iii^ 'okteitt; 
Riltir ^^at^hftd in ISl^lkHyb '#tf t<i>o«» miifian 
ngie' buiidi:^ ^^d ftinfe!€y4bttt >ite>iufiia«lt «M 
lAkn^ited atid fotir poiaendif, attd ob^ <haiyear 
tt ikft l$|e^(KIy dedined/undl ill' Wi^OiAf bno 
tJhoi^^Eiiiar ibre<!^ hitmMd^ ^and ^i<ty«tfix 
#ere eit{>orted, ad I believe^ to 
it was marketfitbte in Europe. 

G6fiee^ by the same r^fafed^ has inoreafled 
from eleren millions fiye hundiT^d -lihoiisaiHl- to 
nearly i^kteen millions of pounds, <Mr about one* 
half -of the total am^ant shipped ^ ftcm the 
n^iole iski^. ' • 

* See note (GG) in A()(>endiJE. 
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Cotton has varied from about two hundred 
thousand to eight hundred and seventy-one 
thousand. 

Cacao has fluctuated considerably^ from 

forty-five thousand to three hundred and forty 

thousand pounds; but of late the smallest. of 

, • ' ' > . - ' * • 

those quantities was that exported. 

Logwood has nevet- been below eight hi^nd^ped 
and twenty-one thousand pounds^ nor above two 
millions seven hundred and forty-one thousand 
one hundred and seventy-three. In 18126 it 
exceeded two millions, which is the largest sin* 
nual amount^ with two exceptions, since 1818. 

Nicaragua wood and lignum vitse have also 
fluctuated. In three years (1823, 1824, 1825,) 
none was sliipped, and the maximum exceeded 
eighty-one thousand pounds, while the mini- 
mum was about ten thousand five hundred. 

Mahogany has risen from one hundred and 
forty-four to thirteen thousand one hundred 
and thirty-nine feet. Nothing, however, is es- 
tablished by this increase, for very little is 
produced in the immediate neighbourhood. 
It is chiefly brought from the East, and this 
importation depends in a great degree on the 
means of direct shipment being more or less 
abundant. 
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Tobacco too has been increased from thirty- 
five thousand, six hundred and sixty-six to 
eighfy-eight thousand nine hundred and sixty- 
five pounds. In 1826 it was only seventy-two 
thousand one hundred and thirty pounds^ or 
above .double the quantity of 1823. 

Ginger and cigars have lately appeared ai^ 
articles of expofi in small quantities. 
' In the return of the department of the South * 

s n\ \t' 'A. ' r ^ /" ' ' ' , • 

the results are very similar. Raw sugar, which 
in tSlq amoimted to three hundred and forty- 
one {housand nine, hundred and forty pounds, 
h^ been reduced to nothing. 

Coffee, on the other hand, has increased 
frqm about one million to above twelve millions 
five hundred thousand pounds; and in 1826 
exceeded seven, millions five hundred thousand.^ 

Cotton has varied so much that it is impos- 
sible to say whether the variation has arisen 
firom the great irregularity in the cultivation of 
it, or the uncertainty of the crop. The quantity 
at one time (1825) was about two thousand 
pounds, while in 1818 it exceeded five hundred 
thousand ;. but in 1826 it was something better 
than fifty-five thousand pounds, being about 
four thousand more than in 1810. 

* See note (HH) in Appendix. 



in 



166 NOTES ON HAITI. 

Cacao bas upon the whole increased m quan* 
tity, although very irregularly. In 1810 it was 
above thlrty-^ve thousand pounds^ ^ind only in 
one year (1812) has it ever been below that 
amc^t ; in 1826 the cacao produced was at its 
maximuiii^ being three hundred and thirty^ght 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-six. pounds. 

Logwood, Nicaragua wood, aiid ligminivitaBy 
have somewhat increased in quantity^ although 
at no defined rate. . 

Mahogany too has been very unc^er^in 
its^ P^^og^^f i but the amount shipped in, 1810 
(two thousand five hundred and six .superficial 
feetii rOs^ nearly fifty fold in 1826. 

Of late tobacco has disappeared altogetdier, . 
aS) well as castor oil. 

Sirup or molasses, which formerly was an 
object of some consequence, has altogether 
ceased since .1820. Pistachio nuts also, which 
at one time were a small object of expcot, ha^ve 
in additicm disappeared.* 

The Jacmel return possesses all the general 
characters of. its companions. Raw sugar is 
no longer an article of export. Coffee varies 
from about three millions to about five millions 
of pounds. Cotton has largely dimimehed in 

"^ Sec DOte (It) in Appendix." 
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quantify; haying in 1818 amounted to aboye 
one hundred and thirty-one thousand pounds, 
while in 1826 it was scarcely thr^e thousand 
five hundred. 

Cacao may be said also to have been aban* 
daned ; for, since the year 1819, only ooee, m 
1824/ the sjx^ail quantity of eight t^ousand^ six 
hundred imd fifteen pounds appears to have 
been ex;p(»ied. Even the dye-woods QiOgyfood, 
Nicaragua wood, and lignum vi^ae) seeoi to 
have fallen off, and in 1826 were scarcely a 
fourth of what they had been in 1818. 

Since 1819 mahogany has considerably d^imi- 
Btshed ; and although the decrease has been 
irregular, still it has been always going on. 

Indigo cannot be treated of, as only one 
hundred and thirty-four pounds, in one year 
out of nine, were shipped..* 

The table of the exports from Cape Haitian 
is £he most valuable. 

: The export of raw sugar was nearly .doubled 
within the fii^t of these periods ; and during the 
fourteen years of Christophe's rule it was a re- 
gular branch of trade ; varying, however, in 
extent fix>m above five hundred ibcAisand to 
six millions of pounds. Since ihe time of the re* 

* See note (J J) ia Appendix. 
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public^ the amount suddenly fell in two years 
to two hundred thousand pounds, and ever 
since 1822 it has entirely ceased. 

Coffee under Dessalines was at its maximum 
in the first year of his rule, and at the minimum 
ia the third ; altogether, it diminished in quan- 
tity. Under Christophe it varied from five mil- 
lions to above ten millions ; and subsequently 
it has fluctuated firom about four millions to six 
millions five hundred thousand pounds. 

Cotton was largely reduced under Dessalines ; 
rose with great irregularity under Christophe to 
about four hundred and fifty thousand pounds ; 
and within the last six years of the table has 
fallen off to little more than fifteen thousand 
pounds. 

Cacao alone seems to have increased in quan- 
tity during the entire period of twenty-three 
years; as there is not one year in which 
the quantity does not considerably exceed that 
of 1803. The largest amount was in 1818, 
and the smallest in 1809. Even in 1826 it 
was more than three times that of the first year. 
Dye-woods have varied, but upon the whole 
there is an augmentation. Under Christophe, 
it is worthy of remark that their amount was 
smallest in 1807, 1808, 18D9, and 1810, when 
the coffee crop was large. 
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. Mahogany hafionly become an article of trade 
at Cape Haitian since the death of Christophe, 
and it has progressiTely increased in. value* 

.Tobacco has also gradually risen in import* 
ance from three thousand seven hundred to 
above one hundred and seventy-two thousand 
pounds. 

The quantity « of rum exported has always 
been small, and was confined to Christophe's 
reign. At present, all that is made is consumed 
in the country. 

Indigo, after a trifling increase, ceased alto- 
gether to be an article of export. The quantity 
of molasses is very small ; and we may add 
castor oil, which does not appear to have been 
exported since 1819. No. other return can at 
present be furnished. 

No sugar is exported : the quantity of coffee 
has diminished within the five years of the 
return. No cotton (after a trifling increase) 
has been shipped in 1826. Cacao has also been 
reduced in quantity, as well as the dye-woods, 
tobacco, simp, gum guaiacum, hides, and ci- 
' gars. Mahogany is the most certain/ although 
in 1826 it was much diminished. 

There is one decided inference fix>m the 
whole' of those six returns ; viz. the positive 
decrease of cane cultivation in all its branches. 

VOL. II. H 
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The dimixiation of other branches of industry, 
though not equally well marked, is no less, 
certain than that articles of spontaneous growth . 
maintain, if not exceed, their former amount. 

Such are facts, authenticated by the best do-, 
cnments that can be procured in Haiti itself : 
the application of them to any other cases than 
that of which i^, has been my duty to treat is 
left to others. 
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CITAPTM VIIl". 



Commerce and Finances. 
COMMERCE. 

The present chapter may be considered the 
same as my Report to His Majesty's govera- 
menty printed by order of the House of Com- 
vaons, with very slight modifications. 

Various circumstances conspire to make it 
difficult to draw up any accurate account of the 
commerce of Haiti, during the period of reyolu* 
tion and of civil war, which embraces thirty-one 
years, beginning in 1791 and ending in 1822. 
We know with accuracy the extent and nature 
of the trade of the colony under the French 
government, and since the year 1822 its gene- 
ral, state may be tolerably defined ; but the* in- 
termediate period is little better than a chaos; 
in which: a few faint glinunerings of light are 
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the want of well au^ptitated' wocodft tedtlle 
poa^gnon of th^ .govenu^eiit^.;W^h>;kieddces 
tl^e ioquirer, ^mi^ jto th^ neieemtyioiiBbBkmg 
in |\riv^te hc^nda the documents tiiati «an Siiil^ 
tiatahJis.si;!})!^! aM ^fterwaxda of aseerd^nni^ 

The last inquiry is-franghA with .embdirais^ 
ijf^q^it, pi^ring ai>t wly tp the charactei ofithe 
l^^tiiui9, who regard all approaches from J^juro^ 
peafia .i^th. distrust, but to an iapfcehcoaim 
of.risl^i whJK^lt.iDiany of tfa^eui fa£»cy woutd'^ie 
ip.curred from thQ govem^ent' by too fraskit 
copimy^icu^a of any iufonAiM^ion^ to. z^eimmr 

. , ,;^^i<i[^ tbe9p (Wjuse^t i^ shpuid dii«aysfhii!^«^ 
99)|ec|3ad that 9j^, ^ndet BesmimfiB, theodlacAi- 
JV^f^ .qf the ]gpvenun^i}Lt ats^lf w»re.Tiyd«^l»ptr, 
j^y ,^v(^n if prociuQ^, they must jbe« d^xHodtacd 
defective. The aama observation apphei!, A aw^ 
i^t)yith equal f<|rcQ> to thetixpo.oli€%ri;^Q|iiie; 
fpi^ fuxder the, latter portion qS^Jm- ^m^^tkt 
v.alvAPf'^'^tlj^'^^) re(U>rd8 bec9m€kl»9if erimipn. 
U . iitay further h(^ consid^ted- «) Heiytf^mM^t 
nary f^ th^t >U)0 ujbAKai^t.diKgflaM^jhafii ftikd 
in, ppo^Qxing ev^n^.a trace. oLai^|(» p|iW»/lac- 
Aouaatf jcNwg <iheigpi^r>nip^m( c^iHetidH^srij U 
Since Boyer's accession to power moce re* 
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'^'iiiivtheKSptoi^h pbrtidn ofthcf'lslttiltf,' If i* 
tmddiBiim rectdn^k <:)^'aity kiAA e^^V ^t%)r to 
i8iV^,iiq> id i^hich time eVery officii dbciirtietit 
m»«niior«dtaOftba. TheintifiAediatedocTi- 
Hients from that time to 1822 ^i*fe "ptbrirfsW^A 
lae ? jlnit ihey wef e i^fevei* givfeti. 
iiHtoriHg prconieed thtid mttch; Imext proceted to 
issmii^ssrey iid c^atrel3tly as possible^ tHe diffi^ren^ 
foAw '0f .Haitian coahni^fce, ttotn ihefcBT 
iS33^»at ^9vfcicli the y^pubNe rmf date itd exiV 
ienee;' and regular recorder and to appto^rfna'te 
asFJiieaxly its ma'y be to thcj actiial iitkte of iMi^s. 
The selection of this period of four years, in tihe 
piestet^ fftete of my kiformation, i« die ' Ikirest 
ikaitictti be m4de; tot it is only ^ilM ihkt 
ttq»ItHai tt&y r^tiira bf a portton of t&e impbrti^, 
awii«fi the aggregate of the exports, can be 

iif^'jpttrsting this object, I shall keep in 
ii^^fi''W» a^arlyas may be, tlie order of the 
laqutriles pointed out in Mr. Oanning^is general 
titstracttonBy dffDer giving a short" oUtline off the 
m^xk in <Vhk^ tmde is conducted in H^iii.' 

• j.Nedily 1 th«* Whote of Ae foreign commerce 
of the irefJutilic id conducted^ t>y fdreign mer^ 
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diantB^ fO the cttdili'ofthe* natives k^i^ofti so 
gfsiiefalfy eBtAUffihed) eiitheiratiiome'or'abrdady 
as to command the confidence of Europeaiiiand 
Nofth Aattefidan shippers ; but ^e/busined^ ofj 
ilitffofBigner is eiceedingly iimitedby ihe^Qlsst'i 
mttide? otthe^hLW/€rf patents, as will be berth 
after ^hdwti when diseossing the generaliegip- 
latiohS' affecting tiade, 

•The purcfaasers from ihe foreigner caiknot 
ikmiet such tegyiatioos be the great body of 
cotisuiiierB* An intemiediate .class is- ^tiuiB 
created, chiefly if i^otexdumvelycempoi^tiof 
W^BSetk, called ^^ marehandes/' who employ^'ta 
nttt^bKefr ef hocksters that tetverse'^khe coiiiiAijir, 
B^tJbmA the »iarkets, and give anaccomit to tiuir 
employers) either every evening, <fQtetB.imBAf 
or ottee a Month, aceording iotfi&stdiuMmMak. 
On the first opening of the Haitiail>*"lradb 
the foreigner imported ohieSy tmiuBi lown 
account; he was captious in his ^^edits, liatd 
iiroB made money. His success Jed a JoittArmf 
commission merchants over, wko^to cameuoKl 
the market, gave unlimited credit* Ihixilkiks 
proved most ruinous, and the cgnsoquetibie^has 
been iBStricted credits. si ji»(}tni 

In this way the consumersare dtieflytsiipfdied 
with foreign goods* There dure, fao^every some 
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I Euiopeana and ' Asnerioam duttiitny on mm- 

tail tiacte through the womea thiutoohabiit wkli 

! them* 

I 

t The : purchafies of the piiaeipal mrtiderof ec* 

I ^ti,mfEat,9xe usually made £rom the enUi- 

vakit by the k)cal speculator^ ^ho in hin tHoa 
<»9X3tracts with the coomgnee mer<^baAl fopthe 

I quantity required, at a very moderate profit. 

The fMrinoipal affttcles of impodrt aiie liWnSy 
'cottoa goods of all kindsi some (em vooUeWy 
cutlery, ircm goods, wi&e^ brandies, provisions, 
^(btef, pork and fish,) flour, butter, ohee$e^ laid, 
icaiidtea (chiefly spennae^)^ refined sugar^roU, 

I .l^imher generally, coaise iron goods^ eaithen- 

tusaite, ' tin plates, -with many amor artidea^ 

I . ildndi mil be specified in the aiieount that will 

fettoir of the places fixmi which tdbey ajre oh* 
*taaiied» i ' , « , 

•iMThe staple of the country is coffee.; heudes 
^vhicfa Ihese is oottim, logwood, lignumvitsB, 

! ^vaBkBOgimfy cigaro, tortoise-shelly hides, cacao, 

cassia^ tobacco^ raw sugai:, wax, ginger, and 

/i i Ofi the proportions of the different articles of 

import furnished by different ooantries^ I can 

-giiiteibHta very imperfect suscount ; as returns 

canoidy be* procured of thek c^cial value for 
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thg A H oa rin g lye^g ta»iog d^etitev By^ibi^lbft 
metiaoMiffailQtriolum tbeie id neiMiev a» 4et»4 
of the articles themselves, nor a specifioNM^ 
oifAlio- sMircMi'fiiom ^bich aaqh is 4triiKKl^{ I 
Mtfj dMi)sfaie«olfli^d/to ooUoot an^ oois^re |bf» 
ofo^MMil of difiSur^iiiiiiiKtthaiitSi aod Ahe^De-^lo 
d«d)iiiBeifeiwBai]€on(dttsialis.. . •'-^. >? 

« Xhci: fcUfiwkig' may he cMsidi^ec) the jfiki^ 
impiMB > firaift , Qnoaat firktaiacrr-rpriAtc^ .c^t^OM 
of all kinds, of English itmd Seo(eh'.mm%»fl|f^ 
tim9^niiBliiiB,.thie>8ftiiie^jeottop.sliiitii)gs, <^tton 
oamhriwBjihaBdk^diiafft i& inutationof <Ma4^1ls 
istAUm::mkuscki^, diiaHies^ BtK>ckii^»; |[uiltii»gs» 
ginghamit^ ilrish.aad Scottdi lmm»y fjsifaff^, 
whita'taadtf bfosm britamias^ kenlif^, «f<^tui- 
hlu^j, j'Cottbii land ooflSee l:iagg}ogi ^ir^fdlffli 
cloths^ bombaains, inonmongery of In^Q^Jki^diy 
tin Wate/ Staffi)>vdahiie ware, glass ^of aU/Jki^fte, 
cutieiiy, paints^ paiol oil, oords^e, anmy.aoc^ii'- 
trements and ammunitioin ;. some IndiaiiigtopiiB 
are also shipped from Britaia* . . t ..li i 

Franoe supplies wines, cheese, ta^tui}, .k^y 
bviter, satins, Uqueuirs, .lai:d> silk ..show.l^, 
brandy, perfomeiy, silk stockings^. oil^j^J^f^^, 
confectionery, pvese^ed fniita, shoe^.a^d hof^t^, 
jevrellery, linens, Qpnan^nts of aU ^sorl^^ct^fif 
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JMi 'lAedofafttati^ iMifldli^lciiicffiv'iafiA'iiiaM Immt 

etti4 Wfttst tof K&enft 4>t ^^Bbrml nptdUtn, 
ehi^y GrcRrtminy ' odifxmf land' eidffiBd bpsgiag , 
Russia duck ^ linen -^lusek^^iinftiior 'Vaettent^ 
H^^k ttiLd itteiaftb urines^ 'Spa /add' Sdfaer 
^i^'0er;'clied0e, hame> batteryhod, fgofy cardage, 
7Mbte'luid|iAiDroUyhakdii»^ ;. ( . : 
^ The flimai fehipiteifts fkum O^nnaiqncGMst 
^liitaMiW of die «atne«kindfi>abo?e:«tiuinfii:faitad9 
«tf^:6taie priUftedco^tcttiSy iinHdilis^4)itggi»gi^<imB- 
•w^e^,' alid'^ tMAilar ^tit^cfes M frm sHoUaodt • ■ . 
'i^^^e'ii»fy4rt» frofir the Utiited Statiefi^areicdn- 
'ffikbd tb lumber, pio^istonft-of diflbrent kinds, 
Ud^A^ne' India' goods^ idftich oaabeantrodlioed 
6^ loM^r terms than irora. Eatrofis. The Ncxrth 
Alnerioan trade with Haiti kas ibeen uniatar- 
iNi^d'iftikia^ the revohrtieiw . 

The following may lie >co!ftsideir9d the*p«in- 
(bipilLaHibles of AakericaBn impocits: — ^mBSSland 
t!fargo beef, mesi» andoargo'porky Imms inliu^e 
^atintities ; dried eodiiish also in large : ^an- 
titie^ ,' MlfiQon; herrings; insackevel^ pickled in 
barrel)^ ^ floar, fine-aiid'Soperfiiie |< bivcaits and 
crackers ; rice, in large quantities ; butter ; 
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c^mHef^ oinesfly Mfenme^ ;i iwd^j/aMip^! is^ooiir 

tusi6 tod'tother nmrat atopesyiftad it: ia^^ii^aa 
gdqd deal of tobacco, that pcodocedio'^te 
ifllaiid'beiiig loc mild for the -B^ms^ '<:^Q«seitfi& 
gveai quantities ; porter, cyd^r, Tiaegw|:«piftto 
of -efrety kind; gua{Mmder; 4U»€hoi!»; .aorii- 
oige;* coppery wliale, spenu, aiKl.iitis0ed:ioite!; 
irott hoopa^ anite ; pig and sheet kad|i and $k«A ; 
lea&er; piteh pine aad white piae^ lund^; 
shinglM; stares <ied oak^. hogshead); as^sioMd 
lodia mlka; naokeeDs; seersuckers; Madnls 
haadk^chittfs ^bhwi and white checks ; au»d^; 
besides other minor matters^ of whieh'^tibedietail 
would vnneoessarily awdl this report, r ai 
- 'The'matdriab£>r comparison of the^c^nxifle 
ord^rease in the imports and exports il.r^iiflc- 
ceedimgly' scanty. The cmly poi&t on i^hisbvd. 
QOttpuison can be instituted' ia tkatiictfj the 
manber and tonnage of the -^ribippmg kmaids 
during 1826,* and the three firet quarters of the 
next year ; and to do this, it is necessary*, to 
hazard a conjectnre as to their probable. aq»bnnt 
dimbg the ensaing quarter. That, I shaUi/oTitiie 
moment consider, may be equal to ooeHt^^.^f 
the nine preceding months^ which. wiU'bwg the 
total number of shi^s to theSI^t Pec^ober^^jlrg^, 

* See note (KK) in Appendix. 
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t»;fi^Jmaifa'ed and tJirsBAyHm, /canljriog^fiivfy^ 
ti0O! thDwtnd eightihimdredniiaidcQe tota%«be^ 
4ng4es8 by twenty^x ahips^ cnt' about Imnr 
liioittaDd tons, than ia 182d«. M we MCodiqpare 
the'€omponant parts of thiii. gvoM .anuMmtyi- ton 
-di^ ^ame principle> we 4diaU see tbal* the 
AmericaR veMeh, whieb> in 1806^ amounted 
to 'three bundled and isevciity-foaV) carrying 
tiSR^^mne Ibousand one bandced and ^ niBety- 
akijie tonsy should be/ in I8869 itot mora than 
'dinee^umdred and thitty^duse vesgels o£ thirty- 
^foinr thousand and seyeiyiy^'eighttcHQa ; beikig a 
dsimaee (^ forty*-one shipg, or five tbonsand 
it9ile>faiindi^'and twenty*one tons* 

In the Bt^tifih trade them riionld) he fofty- 
*iMnS'i^^i^ls> or eight thouaaad five, hundred 
-^AUd lif^ tons; or a deoreade of 4w^nty*mne 
^7tidi6(^)s, OP fire thousand and forty^two toDS. 
>^' t Ih this Colombian trade there would be a de- 
^^i^sase) of one vessel of two himdred and nine tons. 
)^i' In di^' Danish an increase' of six vessels^ or 
'two 'hundred and seveaity-mne tons, 
i^^ifethe French trade there would be the large 
4l<»€!ai^ of twenty-three vessels of four- thousand 
'height hundred and ninety^even tons* 
^*i- tfte Qertotos, on the other hand, ftiU off 
•Aom «evfenteen to fiv^ vessels, and from three 
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hundred ^B^id niwety-aix tpo$4 •■ f* Tt?*»v 

The Haitian, Portugnesa, Rtuma aaid^ S^t^n 
iiifih trade, ai>e entirely a creation x>fttib.yekiiii' 
It cannot be doubted that the deerease imAer^ ' 
Biutii^h, Aai0iicaniu(id Qennan shipping, is fthfo^i 
result of bad .op^^tions, the eauees lof whibbt.. 
shall, be hereafter conaidei^d .: while the raK> 
create in th;it of Fr^i^pe i9 to be ascribed to thsif 
ordonnai^ce of ^pidl 17th 1325; and that^^ i> 
Denniark to the renewed intercourse between*:' 
Hajiti and the Danish colony of St. Thomas.) >. 
Th^ facilit^ies afforded to Hailian ships bavifrf'' 
led to the forpaatiojx of a Haitian GomnQer^isfiki* 
nayy, by puoqhases from other nationd^ eisen^ - 
by foreigners using Haitian names* Thesofi^ / 
tary Kussian is in fact British, as she belongs^ 
to an English house. The Spaniah 9»d Foxtt^r 
guese are aot worthy of any attention, as the-, 
two in the enumeration were mer^ stragglers** .r ^ 
In the exports we have better mat^ialstfor . 
forming an opinion, even though imperfect ^r 
for we have returns of them for 1822, 1823, . 
1824, 1825, and the thcee first quarters of :< 
1826. By these, we perceive that clayed sugary < . 
Which under the French rule was the gBeate^tt-.isi 
object of export^ has ceased altogether c ihs^ .,\. 



tl»tiin«dcaviid0«8,.^apcifted> whidh in th^' first 
year of the annexed "series amounted to six 
hus4ried tiiduiaiiid pounds^ or about thre^ Hun-, 
dredilaige hotheads, fell off in 1825 tb tMro 
thflisand' <uxd twenty pounds^ or'dbttt^what 
be^Ubr tha»<OBie bog&bead ; and; in 1820, would, 
(addiii^ lone^tfaird to th^ stmn of 'three* first 
quarters) to fortyMcme thou^ahd six huhdri^d 
anflljunety-^evexk pounds, or* "about twenty-one 
hb^hjeadsJ The quantity tif -i^irup (th^t is, 
thofiasptss^ted juiee of the cane, previous to 
the- fonnaticMi of 'Sugar) exported , in '1862 
amfXmted to two huH<)red smd eleven tliotisa:^^ 
mneiluMwJred and twenty-seven poilnAs j^iinide 
that year it does not appear that a singlie p(lund. 
ha»ibeen exported. 

6offee^ the? present' staple, w^ ^xporij^A In 
1 S^Ji tO' Ihe aaoaount of twenty-four millions tW6 • 
hundred and thirty-fiye thousand three hun- 
dred and seventy-tw<> pounds. Iii 1823 it iri- 
creaB^ aboot nine millions, continued to do so in 
1824^ nearly eleven millions more, making a total 
increajde of about twenty millions of pounds ; 
but tin 18Q5 diminished to little more' than a 
total 56fihirty*six milHons, being a positive re- 
duction of «ight millions from the produce of 
the prededing year. In the three first quarters 
of the current year the total amount shipped is 
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a trifle ttiotfe than tweiUy^x iniUionsffi^e: huti- 
dved Aodsand : if to that we add OBft^hiili^rtii 
ccimplete the ertiBoate fbr the nrhole ryaax/i»e« 
shall find the total not to be quite 4hirt^^w 
miilioiur^te hundred thoniNoid^ i^hichisiatAe- 
crease of more than five hundred Ili€>uiaikd 
pounds OB the preceding yearns expart. - -r ^ 

GottoDy i^hich is- gatheied in very »ataU 
quantities^ has fluctuated from aboul tdu^pe 
hundred thousand to one million of pounida9 
but^ upon the ifhdie, the quantity up to Ae 
present period would seem to diminish. ■ : h 

Cacao has Taried from thi^e hundred 1hoH«* 
sand pounds to about four hundred bimI fiteo^ 
tliousand pounds; but latterly the quanSty 
does not seem to increase. . l > ' 

' It IS not a little remarkable that logwoodf 
which requires no cultivation^ should in 1890 
have exceeded seven millions, five hundred 
thousand pounds^ and have gnutuatty iaUen 
ofl"^ till in 1825 it amounted to less than aAiaif 
of that quantity ; and even with theaddifiiiO(n'«f 
one-third^ it does not amount in 1&26 toi^firvi 
nuUions five hundred thousand poundsj : - ' d i. ' 

Indigo has ceased altogether tobe amtepbiit^ 
although in 1824 about one thousand two >huli^ 
drod pounds were shipped. - - loqtip 

lignumvitfB has increased in quantity 4 
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l%i8 itiaGi8y((i»'HQll be teest in the iaJoiByfuSdy 
(ktujite; wfaaut it vnia kt 1822, and widh itkei 
eaBtupated aSidition' in die present year it woold 

boriJNititnierei ' . i . 

, )MalijDga»f has Taried from about. two and 
sbJiiflif'to i^hiree millions rof soperfieiai fdet. 

Some imncx^ articles haVe 'iately beeome es** 
pbsiift'; bi]t from a i^^fetienceto the accompady- 
iBgiiSLlde.they mil be found not wcMithy >of 
pEdsentBotice. . . . « 

^clUpon.tiie whole, with a very few eiee^ptions^ 
of no great, note, the imports* asi well as the 
expdTts: may. be said to hat« iallen off in no 
saieM degree w^in the la/st^Eve yedrs* i - 
* v;.TXhe(ohief causes inflnenGing*, as fat 'as^^ioasn' 
be gathered from, as well from- the preceding 
statements as from the concurrentt testimony of 
fil^ignen^ andnatives, appear to be nearly tiw 
folleiwing : — the imports may be considered as 
entirely icor home consumption, there being- nd 
bktereousse bd:weto Haiti and aaiy of the 
neigbbauiing islands^ except Curagoa and ^ 
Thomas; so that it would seem that the ed» 
tablishment. of dep6ts that may be re^siup* 
pedi,j /that has taken place, during the session 
efxthajpfeseiBKt year, is wholly nugatory v The 
imports being exclusively' for doznestie use, 
Ibeir. amount must^ be regulated either by 



184 NOTBd ON HAITI. 

the,w^at8 or the ilAlUy o{lkiec6ik}mktHA^p(t^ 
for them."- .' ' ' •■'■•• '' ' "^U '^^^ S^^ 



The former are most smatl, (thm the naU^ 
of, the. climate; and the last eLgaiii Aej^&iSif^ 
ahnost exclusively on the amomit of the dfap? 
It has happened, since the establishment^ W 
commission agents and the consequent inct'rase 
of credit, that in some years a due prop6rtidrf^ 
has not been maintained between the imj^bi^ 
and the means of the purchaser. 

The losses that have ensued have dcted as 
a momentary corrective of this fevil. tSuch b8^ 
ing the case, the largest imports, uhatiendbd 
with ruin to the shippers, have taken ^ajce W 
years in which produce was either very abtbi- 
dant or the prices very high ; and jhe cofe- 
verse was lately realised, especially diifffi^. 
the year 1826, when, if any credit is to ^^ 
placed in the estimate made of the decrease' of 
the shipping and tonnage, there being no ds(tk 
furnished respecting the quantities of goHflS", 
the amount of the imports must have very sfeH- 
sibly fallen off. '"' 

We have seen more decidedly the decrefisi 
in the exports. If this reciprocal dependeiice 
of the imports on the exports be estiabli^ed,^*afe 
last being the measure of the ability 'o/'ttfe 
consumer to pay for the articles he may'tilfe^ it 
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yff^.^^^mm^.^ «^*.W^ *^ fiauses, affect-T 
ing the probable increase or decrease of ,^he 
^^^frtft ^rf^^ W^^ 4i®posed, after the r^qst 
iQ^|^^f;o]:]\sideration9 to think that they ngiiiE^t 
fi>f,:a,lp;pg, period decline^ and I shall briefly 
s^tajU^epeaaons on which that opinion rests. . 

^,X^ <^use3 influencing the cultivation have 
l]^];^9lr^ady discussed ; but it will be right to 
iomi}. upoii them, in sa iar'^^s they may be ne- 
cessary to illustrate ow object. , 

^^T^a. various object^ of cultivation in H^iti 
ik^. of. course liable tp all the usual West In- 
(ljj^.,jri9ks of drought, hurricanes, 8ccv which 
ij^c^sarily aiSfect their amount af well as c^Ua;. 
lij^ .Sut. there are other circumstances that 
2Lf^ piore. seriously; aipong thisse stands fore^ 
^t9j£^,the.dimini^hed price of the wl^ole of them, 
^t particularly of the great Haitian staple, 
coffee, in all . the Eurc^ean markets, probably 
$>W^^g to an increased production of it in other 
sprurc.es of supply. This diminution of value 
n^^ke^ the return to the cultivator exceedingly 
small, and affords a proportionately ^mall in-f 
djiq^n^ent to labour, A base currency, th§ 
^ue of a paper money, having no real value, 
^80 CQsidiifce to the sapoie end : but one of the 
^st, powerful causes appears to be, the e?- 
cli^sion, of European industry and capital by 
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the thirtyneighth article of the con^tiitioBari 
^ the sm&llD6fi»aiid porerty of • th« '{>opidati0Et, 
ti4iich ' tasty epeaking in a . national '%€inae|y tig 
lafgely augm^ited by the" dots nati<maidca" 
these have driven the persons who f&nmriy 
laboured in gangs to cnltivate iheir ovm pFO^ 
perties; upon 'which their first care- -wiH'-nar 
turally be the articles of primary necemty^ 
-oibet thaty whatever wiAl be»r the highest ^liop 
in the market; this is certainly not co^b^^*^ 
the employment of almost all the male -popular- 
tiontls soldiers; «md the frequent >reniovri'arf 
ihetxi, even at the most critical period of tbi^ 
o-Dp, to remotie districts. * ' 

All these cmtses must and do affect th^ :ntt> 
tare and extent of the exporte very 4tagl^^ 
bat industry is most chilled by the load-idf 
taxation imposed to pay the French inileia^tj^; 
it appears to paralyse all exertion. ' j 

From these considerations I am led to -infer, 

that for some time at least there can bd-inD 

improvement iii the trade of Haitit }on'4hfe 

contrary^ Imuch feaSr it will be bonsidiviibfy 

■ lessened. ■>'Ufn 

It is proper next to advert to the mtode^fil^ 
which the foreign trade of Haitias •condu^tsd. 
it is also proper tp state the general f^dgvh 
lationsthat have been the means of 6!stafaliid»- 
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iog; thiti-. iz^ode* By Ihe law of patenta it is 
enacted^ tb«t' all persons exercising any trade 
or jmifessioiiy eiccepting that of, cultivating Aie 
doil/>must i>e provided with a patent or license 
Uy ji&nj on ^sucli trade or pirofession; that all 
«ti^g^rs admittf^ • as merchaots into^ tba t^ 
]^lic>, must in the first place procure (jte 
.pmmssion of %h^ president to takt x>Ut- a 
patqnt^ which when obtained^.K^y aMJfShoridQs 
them, under heavy penahies^ to. carry oaa 
vbol^ale .business, not witii ^acb olib^, h^ 
«witb the Haitians in the open ports;. which 
4wre*v Port-aurPrince, Gonaives^ Cape Kdiik^ 
Port k Plate, Santo Domingo, Jaomel, Cayes^ 
-aoii J^r^mie^ The niinimian quantities^ ^g0od8 
tHtcmity be sold are fixed by &e staaie law. 
fEh^cJSaitian consignee may be also a retainer 
oittliaJdyiig^out a corresponding patent. 

The open .pests above-named are divided 
iotcicsisg classes-; .'to each of which is affixed a 
Maleiof jrates for the patents of natives; but 
foreigners m^st pay one thousand six hundred 
^^avfriat all the ports to which they are li- 
mited : but it is expected that in the eou^rse of 
iiheltensuing session a classification similar to 
.tliat;itKf< the. native patents will bemadcy and 
tbi^ t2wt>4hi»u88md dollars will be levied for 
-«iMdU fwteut to % foreigner trading ai Port^au- 



188. NOTES O^ HA1TI< 

Capp Haitian ai^d Jacmelf and onie .%>|M§a^] 
six hundred for each of the iiemai^iifg.'pprt^^c^^ 
Port ^ Plate^ Santo Doxpmgo,, J^jr^puf ia^p#c 
Gonaives. ... ....u^". 

By an arr^te of the late Piesident P^tioBi^i^ 
October 15, 1814^ t^e duties on B^1i«h£Q9(^> 
were reduced to seyen p^r-^ent; while. ^^jif^e 
on all other mercharndise wer^ t^n per i^q^f 
The exception in favoyr. of Greai: Bii^^ia.^p|a^ 
confirmed by. a law of April, 3, 1819*^ wl*w ti#T. 
duties qn all other foreign goods wem.r9i#^ 
to twelve per cent, and tho^e imported in, n^ni^^t 
Te^sel^ fixed at nine xper oent. . ., • wtr 

By the last general law of the cusiKMW9^,^lKir! 
duty on all, foreign merchandise in]|]^^i^-vi<|c 
foreign vessels is fixed at twelye pea[,cent|^^^'i 
an established tariff; and by a.,a^^]f3eq)ii(^^ 
enactment, that leviable on. the sang^.^gpocja^'. 
Haitian . bottoms, on Haitian accaynti, J^r}Slct< 
duced to less than that paid by tlm.^mi0§^,^^ 
toured nation. . , . . .,j.T 

But the general law is partially a^^tfid>i^ , 
the acceptance, on July 11, 1825,: of itha^ingi 
of France's ordonnance of the 17tH,..ojF„^4*i^ 
preceding April, in which it is^atipu^^4ti4]^tX' 
French ships and goods pay pn)y,b^d#ii^^ 

The following articles are duty free in all 
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hdMdniBy* ikcboiWiiig to ihe eighth clausq of the 
l«lf»>ef tiie diMMd (Enclosure i^) :— shot of all 
ii«e6^''gi:^ades," howitzers^ bomb-^hdls, anij, 
bklMfr ^iWjectiles of artillery ; iron ani bronze 
cannon^ mortars, muskets and bayonets, (*ar- 
l^ci; ^^s^/ and cavalry sabres, briquets or 
sttdrt'HBWWds for' infaitttry ; nciachmes and in- 
stMn^^nts for simplifying' and facilitating ithe 
ciiltW^fiott of thie soil, and the preparation of 
iti^ j)h>dttcts ; horses aiid cattle^ mules, asses ; 
gMid and srlrer coin ; classical and elementary 
vk^ASy sewed in boards or bound in parchment, 
fonK the instruction of youth. 

The following is a list of articles absolutely 
piM^ibiied, without reference to their place 
of IgMwtibi;— mahogany, logwood, lignumvitae, 
iil^c', ' tbfiflft, cottbn wool, cacao, raw and 
jE^lfyM ' 'sugar, rum, taflst, sinip, molasses, 
pHt^', M^ps and umbrellas containing swords, 
•iSH^tibeSy or other anns; books and other 
wijfis opposed to good morals. 

The duties on exports in foreign bottoo^s 
(el^e^tiiig French, which only pay half duties) 
a^^fi^ed- b^ the ninetfitenth article of the law of 
tl^'cuJltoiiis (Enclosare 9) at the rate specified 
iii'tiHtf l!rt>."a ofthat I4w. 
PifMICKb W b^r6hs^dise exported in Haitian 
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vemeiB on- Haitian acccuAt^ pSLjs oaci^teiidvAess 
export duties than ihB • modi iavotiresd Biekioti 
(Badosure lO)'. 

Besides the export, there isiddo.avterritasiid 
duty lefied equally on the prodmse of the mH^ 
whether expected in n&tiGaial or foreign sfai^'v 
ao stated ia.tanff TSo.H. of • ther Iwm eftthe 
customs (Enclosure 9). . • : .- 

The export of the followiiig articles lA^stiicdy 
prohibited : — gold aad silver ccin ; side and 
fire arms, munitions, and odi^ icicles of ^^Mr ; 
old or new. iron and copper; hoises, brood 
mares, mules, asses ; and wood for ship4>uild^ 
ing. 

The coasting trade is entirely confined: to 
Haitian citizens. 

There are also levied wharf, weighing and 
tonnage dues, port charges, and water money, 
as will be seen by the tariffs Nos. d, 4, 6, 
and 6, in the accompanying *^ Loi sur les 
Douanes" (Enclosure 9). 

Haytian vessels, as they pay for a licem^, 
are not subject to the tonnage duty. 

As far: as I know, there are not any other 
legal charges. 

The warehousing system has withm this year 
been partially adopted. By a law of April 25th 
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1^36^ il id enacted that depot Tras^ouses sball 
bejcaateblished at Portraa^'Pnnce, Cayes, Oape 
Haitian^ Santo Domingo^ and Jacinel, uikler 
ceitem^ ragBlations, to the foUowing effect: — 
YomelfliCQming from foreign ports mtust declare 
on enfay- vhat goods aFedestined for sale in the 
Goiilitty^ aad what are to be trarehoused. No 
goods are allowed to remain «n boaid* 

. Cei^n colonial produce^the import of which 
idpiohibited, such as coffee, sugar, 8ie. cannot 
be Altered to be warehoused. 

Goods waorehonsed may remain in store one 
year, paying a rent of one per cent ; but they 
may be withdrawn at any anterior period, oa 
payment of the dues, which, besides tberent, 
are for weighing and wharjEage. 

FINANCES, 

To the period of my leaving Haiti I was un- 
able to procure any authentic documents of the 
public income and expenditure, on which any 
correct table might be founded, prior to 1818. 
Prom that year I have the official statements 
made by the secretary of state. Monsieur Im- 
bert, to the end of 1824. The report for 1825 I 
believe was not drawn up when I was in Haiti ; 
but from another document to which I have had 
access, I determined the income, though not the 
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expenditure of that year. From thcine? dacti- 
mentB I have drawn the foBtwiirg talMcr--^'' 



Year. 



1821 

1S23 
1634 
1825 



Income. 



2^646,017 16 

1,93»,904 69 

l2Ma,440 U 

3.570,691 9 

2,826»693 78 

jr,i<M,7i6 m 

^,421,592 65 



Expenditore. 



2,144,291 99 
1,666^10) 100 
2.030,261 ^9 
3,461,9d3 87 

6ip;72a,ii9 M 

2,557,228 28 
3,105,116 55 



EzceM. 



dolfauMu eft. 

501»725 17 

♦ n».B39' 

163,188 60 

108,607 22 

269,405 50 







ct«. 



^,806 86 

, i'\ ♦,' 



Tottil, .... 1,23535A '55 



uUfla4S| 



;.- *«jllUt^ 



. lllUi document is fiot to be consideee^coiQ- 

ptete, eitiier daring the first yiosars «ir;tU3dast 

of Ae series^ as Christopbe's kiagdoA^ esnted 

till the end of October, 1820^ and the apnnh 

colony did not become a peart of the te;ybblic 

till tha beginning oi 1822^ and ike iniEMNne 

stated in^the last is only the pvod«cevof Ae 

dmtiea on . imports, exports, umI ^bose mipBo- 

>d«5e# . In the other three yeans it bhij hejMi- 

fidered a» accurate- a» any thing lan benhfwritd 

in this island; . . < ^ >. ..tir.r 

9(o .reasoning can be finmdod €»ii the stelaof 

^''^^W^ levenue dunaig the fisst poit toC>tlte^4ttta 

1^ 18ia to .1821s boOi iaclasiw, iVllbiae- 

.^'^eiiee to 'the aetuel amsxani feF'6hbBe<|BMSit 
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yeaoi, far the ceasoiui already ^^aignod; but it 
may be noticed as remarkable^ that duiing the 
whole of that period when the republie was 
strugging for existence, the income unifemdy 
eseaeded the expendituro ; aad that the revenue 
of the whole islfind in 1622 tva§ less by 
twenty-set thbtisand fire hundred doOars than 
tilmft' of the republic in 1816, when only one 
jffffovLT governments. In 1818, too, the income 
exceeded the expenditure by half a milHon of 
<daliars. In 1822 there was a deficiency of one 
hundred and eight thousand one hundred and 
ttlBrd|r«evai dollars, indicating, that ald^ugh 
''additroDal expense was incurced.by the aoo^s- 
flioa^ of territories, the - real resources ^f (Ae 
MHniQiiy had fiillen off. 
ihbpclSSSi there was a surplus of revmue ; but 
ift4824 ifaere was. a small deiyetency, in spite of 
I ar 'tonaUerable augmentation of income. STo 
I npart of the income of 1825 had been made %y 
' Ab tticfetary of state during my stay; although 
the constitution requires that it sfax^dd be pre- 
sented annually to the legislature, and dppM- 
eaikiiln had -been Ibcmally made by^that body. I 
haire tiletefore only the prodnzce of the customs 
8n<V territorial 'dntiei, to which I uM oHe hnn- 
dmdofidd'ei^t^faEiB thousand five^hundved aitd 
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mate to about two millianssix himdrod^lid Akir^ 
tli^Qv^and qne biuidred and forty-twa i^ififkiss ; 
an ai^proidjpatioii sujfficieutly ^eac.f^pr myaptsti 
sQQt olyect^ . For ttie e^cpenditipe^ i£ Ivtal^^ltbe 
actual, disbimemeato pf 1824;>. than .wlUehuil 
cannot be. less; th^e wonld tben bfS'ai^^ 
ciency of fiv^ hundred and cme tho)2$and< mm 
hundred and seyenty*-thre^ dollars. . - . r. m 
, The deficiency of the presei^ year muslibe 
still greater, for the customs paid a^.JieSi Al^ 
for the .firs^ six months of the present, y^ir.ild 
not exceed two-thirds of the year liB^d^B^fldl 
those Qf.Port-au-*Prince for the sa^ie >tii9ftow» 
not more productive. If a si^ulsr.fH^^fiprtmi 
be adapted in estimating the inpome ftom^ittth 
of the ports (as may be very fgiriy ^Qmh the 
income would b^ reduced to <uae million ^eren 
hundred and thirty-five thousand four buAdilfiid 
and twenty-eighty while the expepditune 9t<|(:dd 
be at least that of 18245 leaypg a, de^cii[ei¥^y 
of one milUon three hundred and ^ixisyhnme 
thousand six hundred aiyl eighty-^seven.doilaEi^ 
without making any allowance for die i«^est 
of the loan already ccmtracteidy of ofithatjwhich 
must; if possible, be contracted to red^»toithe 



tbef imleiSiBtAf' tecd^toaeA khc md^mtiity^ - to 
R«tfcftMa6 a ttational' debt. ' '"; 

' 'i^vppotAngUm to he correctly stated, atid^lie 
atftqat dulrifAilB tif preceXitgy^ts to be as 'per 
tabl0/¥lz) one it^ioii'ime Ktxndr^ a^dtwenty- 
fs^uf'tii^sand thiee fiandredand nineteen dollars 
ol^eirand ahalf c^t^, iticfte thaii'th^wiiolebf 
t<nt«tokId be absotbed by file' defalcations of the 
two last years* but were* it stdmitted' (whicli is 
itlfcrl^ible) that tite deficiencies of 1825 and 
iSf^)do hot' estceed that of 1824, the aetnal 
sirplliBf.i^ould^tfaen be one million one hniidrbd 
iuidlscrrefiteen'ilionsahd five hundred and' twen- 
ty^oftftidollnfs Haitian curfecfcy, a sTum insuffi^ 
emitt^'ik^ extraordinary expenditure. 
.vJHieloith raised in France last year by the Hai- 
tian Cdtiafiiissloners, for thirty millions of fhmcs, 
$^iask per* '^nt interest; only produced twenty- 
fati^imilliotts, leaving a balance to be provided 
by tt&iti; of six millioiis of frados to coiUplete 
ttiei^^t i!astahMnt, due on the 31st of Decemr 
b6r^<i923; besides the amount of commissions 
aod other charges incidental to the operation. 
'-'El^en^'hundred'ldiottjsanddoniaisin Spanish 
gold 'and silver 'were transmitted in the course 
of 1826> besides several <;argo^ of coffee/ for 
these purposes. The value of the remittance in 
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coin, in Haitian currency, is one million three 
hundred and 8eventy-fiye thousand dollars, the 
Spanish dollars bearing a premium of twenty- 
five per cent or more ; an amount^ independent 
of the coffee, which exceeds the accumulation 
of former years by two hundred and fifty-seven 
thousand four hundred and seventy-nine dot- 
' lars, Haitian currency, if we can suppose it to 
exist after the paper issues. 

Now all the preceding calculations were 
made without taking into consideration eidief 
the annual interest, amounting to four 'hundred 
and fifty thousaild dollars, on the loan already 
effected, or on those that may be hereatteir 
farmed, or on the overdue instalments^ provided 
the French government accede to the propds^ 
of allowing tho^e to remain unliquidated, paymg 
an annual interest. 

The actual expenditure to be provided for m 
1827, without reference to future claims that 
must fall due, stood thus : 

Annual expenditure . 3 , 1 01 , 1 J 5 dollars. 
Interest on first loan . 450,000 — 



Total expenditure 3,551,115 dollars; 

to be provided for out of an income of two 
millions six hundred and three thousand cne 
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hmidred and forty«two doHara/the estimated 
reyi^pue of 1826, or of one millicm seven hun- 
dred and thirty-five thousand four hundred and 
twerity7eight dollars, the estimate for 1826. 

At one time the government appev.ed..to pair 
culat^ very confidently on the prod^e of the 
contribution law. The mode*of reasoning w^s 
this : the population wa^ estimated at one^ mil- 
lion: five dollars a head throughout the ^untry 
was deemed very light taxation : tJjis effected, 
five millions of dollars were readily collected in 
imagination ; to this weii^e added two and a half 
pnUions of customs and other duti^s^ on which 
t^e state depended; thus forming a respectable 
but nominal income of seven and a half ^illiosis 
pf dollars : out of which five were destined to 
the repayment of loans and interest,, tq the 
foimati6n of a sinkings fund ; and the balance 
to the current expenses, which were to be re- 
duced accordingly. 
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• OfiAVTBR IX. J . '. K-i/i 

Amy — ^Navy — Defences. , 

• . • : . 1 > JlJU'fji 

'T«B state, oif ooiwtMit ^xdUitionim ,i«bi^ 
Haiti «B8;kcpt uiilthe year 18S5.i$ ifelMtKMQ 
atgxgnsd f(Hr .tke imainteaance; lof-.i^c^QiiRtary 
foBoe^ disptepooilaDiiate . even to :tbi» togfesAfto^i- 
lotioB tibat huB beea; assigned; Ao Ihe iKpj|})li$^i 

The geBfiral staff consists of a yqr^>i^iflMrQ|is 
body. The president is comniand<eiv^iii-itf)ifef^f 
the land forces and high-admiral of;fth«^{Vayy. 
In his former capacity, he h«s attefiho^^j^c^i^lin 
si^eteen Bflicieiit . aides^le-Camp undieA^Tiindtfectt 
aM styled honorary. - . . -// ro'i ni 

lliere are©le«rpn generals of di^rifioi^i^i^^e 
service^ aasdthfee unemployed ; eigbAe#ib*de- 
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iierals of brigade and three adjutant-generak 
on service ; and five of the former rank with 
three of the latter retired. 

The ^tat-major*g6n^ral consists of one ge- 
neral officer and three field officers ; besides 
which, there is an inspector-general of reviews 
and five commissaries of v^r and marine, who 
are in fact commissaries and pursers-in-chief : 
they are o^;en military officers of rank. 

Most of the general oficel^ on service com- 
mand the different arrondissemens, in which, 
as has been already mentioned, they mute the 
j civil with the military authority'; and there are 
: about one hundred and thirty-three " places," 
ffdikjs, 4iid military pdsts, to ^hidL-coaoanland- 
teMi ^^vi^ their appends^ed are attftthed, ^ 
n^'^A^t^rps 'of engineeiB,' under itfaecotnmand of 
iCM^M;:Jligattd, the son' of tkeJatq grnierol of 
tterfdngpft^; IB maiiitained, as wctU aft: aeviraiaal 
^i||H^i^dep6t6, entitled ^' Directions d'^uraehaux 
^^fet*tetilleri^/' 

/vfThe first corps in the emuaneration of the 
'^llatftan army is the gendarmarie: it is. a 
^^*^tlnt^ body, and is employed in: iiie police, 
in forwarding dispatches, in the podl^-office 
^%£^6^y '«iid in executing^ prooess emjanating 
'^trcis^^ ^urtft of justifee. No nMcn is eligible 
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for this service unless he has served at least 
three jeaxs m tmofter corps of ihe army; with 
an iirepfoaiehalife thiiracter. Ttere 'ar<^ * six 
legions of goiidaimerie, consisting^ of ^pf^y- 
ei^ht troops : each legion is commandefl' oy a 
eotoner immediately subordinate to the presi- 
dent, and esach troop consists of fifty meiti j' "so 
Aaty if die corps he complete, it would aimount 
to two thousand four hnhdred of the 6htje'6f 
Haiti. '* 

. The next military body is the corps of me 
police) which was established a law of the l^tli 
AprQ, 1807. This duties are explained by t&elr 
desigfiati6n. The legal quaHficatiohs of the ih- 
d^vidnals composing it are strict morality lina 
being fiiilierB of famifies: they are also einr 
ployed' in the rural poUce, being under the 
ordem of the judge of the peace. There \tefh 
eight companies of them at the time I was; in 
Haiti. 

The defensive military force is compbsed of 
the guard of the president, of regiments ofthe 
line, and ofthe national guard. 
. The guard of the president consists of three 
regiments of cavalry, one only of which was 
HKounted in 1827, and two of infantry: tKe 
cavalry amount to eight hundred and sixty-folu: 
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each i^giio^t coDtaiood twa ^ondr^ foid 
ekrhjtyreigbt men. 
/' J}^ pafkatxj of the guard are dirided into 
two ]re^meDlts amountiiig to tbrei» hundred men 
each, e^tclosi^e of the regimental staff. 

The troops of the li^e' are divided into oa- 
yaliy, art^Uery, and inffujitiy. Of the first 
there were two regiments of dragoons at the 
t^n^ of which I speak^ dismounted^ of a strength 
^rresponding with that of the cavaby of the 
jl^u^ird i BO that they amount to five hundred 
and seirenty-^ix men without thf» staff. Of the 
second corps (the artillery) there are five re- 
giments^ each of which consists qi nine hmir 
dred men exclusive of the staff; so thai the 
totid amonnts to three thousand five hundred 
men. 

V There are thirty-three regiments of the line, 
^adi of which (with one exception'*) consists of 
t^o battalions or six hundred men, making a 
total of twenty thousand one hundred rank and 
file h 4^U6 the. numerical strength of the regular 
forces without the staff is twenty-eight thou- 
sand six hundred men i so that the whole of 






The BCTenth regiment has three battaUont. 
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ntelMr>0itfamilM i^t abofe ^feTty itlioiiMmd jhadj- 
bm miif le^teifiwit icwreiEfpmtlft^ i^vtlb ^aeiaef %- 

'' Atlii^ddi> K^tibhid}^' awi I Iberefbre ghwi^. 
as more probable than any loose conjecture.Y 2^' 
:>jBttt^ki(kyeaA0iit.jof^<tiytf lagularfimtevtiiire 
i^TiOinpI^ mttitkl Ibfe^y tetkleAilfe.^^^ Natb>ra^ 
Ouatd.l* AeeMdta^ to linry every []iaiti(Bil'ibe^ 

a0l'*'bldofig>'^td Ito ipqpilar . trocfps; .or* heUi 
pidbUc offiee^ mtBt «nter Ae natioaal godrf^df 
hki^^i^iiiBiiii^v'^ E«r6n rdtirad offlee» so£ilhe 
presesttiMl n^^madt eittOU AeBMelT^aodtboj^ 
tlieiift>£m*a^^o<«Q|ipa]iy of ^^ ^iite," noaokbaaaed 
by ^ihit '0^Or- offio^ of tka^ nnmibep^r^dbc^itlm 
ootftpankfl ^so fotoied have the honoW'of jni^che» 
mg at the head of the national guards t*Ht;du8 

Borideg the two already ennmetatied^Kdtffi^ 
tioas) fiithera 4ji ^epvea-UffiAxBBie-^iMr&i, and 
actual ctdtiir«tdr& labouring for othei^ fee Ai pm*' 
tion of the produce. All these exen^ptkBis> 
howeret, ^aiie teai^Uing when the counlty^ii in 
danger^. 

In additi^ur tcr itbe compaitieft; of mfaatryin 



edioh*f£osi(iniiM> lit ii|-'Mi|Nniiti»e4oiifai^ 
oil BimMy .«ad ^i^^Uwfifdj^ilmkffipAt^hK^ 

I9iti8r;i ^tthey) fttttlitcir rfum 191)4 aqpiipttiftunr- 

Simd^of e^iyt^mnteir^ bafiii)t>imAe of Hboti 
dM9Daitt/bo«iid.t6 aeaemUn irt A§k sdqp^ipe 
Ited-qnarteijGL ^ and.if poii^ into artWreoMhrici^ 
Ae^faecome amsnarUe to mavlsid Ijmvi': j iv.f )< > 
ortThtar pnaBideDt itacoM .all ike supmMTf il(S$eia : 
dud t^fasMdoder aie «ledtad j>]r ihe '»pic^^ 
osfinriiMi miiintoiftnce'of jdisci^UDe^^Qii^ 
fiapfhsiii i^httt is deaigoftted a^ <^ iOounlil /tf 
oC'DliscipliEne/' compoaed of tbe .t»plm> two 
sabalterns^ the sei^eant-soaiajcdry jQue ijei3i&aipl> 
«lpd;xiiLeocicp<iml» I can form no .eatilojite of 
thJ0 «fandl«vafi i hai^ oo data w wl^^b J mn 
T«0lr it ;!'h\A : pmbUc rumour d^K^abasit ^ «ier 
oeediii^ifortyjthaiLsatid nieit« 
^u Bfi. tba (effieiency and state of diiKuplme of 
the aggregate of the army I do not ¥^3h.ta 
enressi'iai* opinion^ porti^ariy m tbftt;of a 
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nt^ije. civilian c9tfMOk h^of mqrwei^rt** A 
l^f^og •paainoQ io Haki is eertamlfr loQitoty^^ 
a^d if ibe institiitkmB be sol as pesrf^dbm^^key 
n^^t be; it U not owiqg to angr abeeac^ ef loM 
for. the fcco!npaniim*Dti» of the pi^eaeion;' .Jl 
may, however j say this much wtthoirt ^qioMS' 
myielf to any imputation of presmnption, that 
I believe them ca|)able of being very usefol 
irregular troopB, even though they might not be 
equal to fighting a regular battle. They are 
hardy, enduring much fatigue, resisting the cli- 
mate, accustomed to the use of fire-arms, and 
by no means requiring a very well regulated 
commissariat* 

The naval appointments are not very nume- 
rous. Besides the president, who is high adr 
miral, there is one vice-admiral, Panayoty, ten 
captains of the first class, nine of the seccmd, 
besides lieutenants, ensigns, and ^^ ^l^ves de 
marine/' The majority of these officera are 
employed at the open ports, where the whole 
police and management is entrusted to them. 
As well as I recollect, the squadron consisted of 
a few schooners (not, I believe, exceeding three 
or four) which were employed in moving round 
the coast, transporting troops and provisions. 

Of the defences of the island it is not neces- 
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siry toiiiiy motethasi tirftt natorehais l)een most 
IShilSIld 'iil> ftirt^j^Yog potn^ Aat' wotdcl easily 
biif^«htf<iflAfdbd; and tbt(t the y^Bow ftfver woidd 
eiieetiiailyMdeciireLilie island' i& ck^ of external 
aitack^' if the policy of abandoning tbe coasts 
aai^d^tmying tibe towns be still acted upon/' ' 
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APPENDIX. 



Note (A). — ^The first of the following letters it gifen merely 
for the sake of the signature of Christophe when he was pre- 
sident ; and the matter is given in letter-press, as it posseisei 
no particular interest besides connecting the signature with the 
author of it. 

LIBERTY ET IND!bPENDANCE. 

An Palaii de Fmiaehe, U 28 M<tr», 1809, Van &^ de Cludi* 

' pendanee. 

Hbitrt Chuistophe, President et G6n6ralissime des Forces 
de Terre et de Mer de TEtat d'Haiti, au Biigadier des 
Arm^ L. G. Dessalines. 

Voos vous rendrez sur-le-champ au Mole ; vons y passeres 
en revue toutes les troupes bien strictement et correctement : 
lorsque la revue sera pass6e, les Qaartiers-mattres se rendront 
a Fouache pour toucher Targent qui doit dtre distribu6 aux offi- 
ciers et aux soldats. Voos payeres une semaine de pr^t aux 
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■oldatf, et on moia aoz offiden ; bieii entenda ceaz qui sennit 
pfiaenti toiiB ies drapeaoz. Je vous pr^^iens que ced est ia- 
d^pendant de la xation joumaliere qu'on leur distribue. 

Lea poates de Fouache, du bord de la mer de Jean Rabel» et 
da Morne SouTal, sent compiis dans les pr6ientea dispodtioDB. 

lionqne toui anres fiai, toqs tous rendrea an Port de Paiz, 
poor me fiure parvenir Targent destine au paiement des 
tronpea. 




The annezed lithograph. No. 2, k a fac-simile of a letter 
written from Christophe's dictation, and beating his signature 
as king. The whole letter is given on account of the eztia- 
ordiaarj huddling together of English words at the close of it. 
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NoTx (B). — One of tbe Geimaa oiicen, to whom I etpe- 
cimilj lefer, «•« Jiamed Nenber ; be liad boon employed as an 
eaguMer nt aome of tbo fortroMOt, and was aa exceUent 
diaogfatsiBaii. Wearied of the temct, be was desirous of te- 
tarniog to Germany, and applied for permisston to do so : tbis 
was not refused, bat was delayed onder Tsrioas pretexts from 
tine to tiote, because tbe king did not wiih any £iiropeana 
iatiauitely acqoamted with bis defences, to leave Haiti. At last 
Nenber was accused of baving taken plans for tbe purpose of 
betrayal ; and be was consigned to prison. Tbeie ineffectual 
attempts were made to starve bim to deatb, by dfaninisbing bis 
aliowance of food; bot tbis bexng too protracted, he was taken 
out in tbe dead of night and baytmetted* I gire tbis on tbe 
authority of a most respectable individual, who related it to me 
as a matter beyond dispute* 

Among Chriatophe's correspondence I found several letters 
% from the brother of this unfortonate young man to Dupuy, mak- 
ing most anxious inquiries for him, 'and offering any money that 
cooid be required for his liberation. The brother was a state 
councillor at Munich. 

Another Gennan officer, whose name has escaped me, was 
kept in close custody by the king's orders, and would probably 
bave shared tbe fate of his comrade, had not tbe death of the 
former liberated him. He and his wife were set free by the 
republican army, hi a state of extreme exhaustion. 

NoTB (C). — ^The copy of the sentence was given to me by a 
penoa of rank and influence in Haiti, and had been made from 
the original in his possession for me. It was lodged with 
other documents of importance ; but unfortunately it has been 
mislaid, so that it cannot be found at the moment. This I 
regret ; for I always prefer such evidence to a mere general 
description, which subjects the narrator to imputation from 
those who wish his facts to be untrue. 

Note (D).^Tbe two following documents are those alluded 
to in the text. Tbe first is dated Sans-Souci, 98th January, 
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DwiiiMni, is illustimtm^ Ae mmmmf ^^mMtm eaf Khtg 

^«|y^MbB thst the |)iO«eedings agsmit DaTidson had excited 
considerable attention in Ettope; and, to explam away the 
transaction^ the n^port, marked Jfo* 2> was ipadetim-tti* §fh 
Fetruaryi i8l7« b^. Baspn Dopcgr .P> .tbe,mog,^Ji(hich.4be 
transactions receiTe a very different appeaianc#. 6009 crbat is 
Gonve|f^ by t)i9 King's ap|(roi»L 

It is 9aid ip Haiti, that to pij^t a stqpi t^ any appUcalvm fm tiie 
interference of the British gpTemntenty thinty thjOomnd^Uffs 
were paid to Mr. Dayidson. I. have no written psoofof t^r; 
but it is confidently asserted^ and I/ieser heard it oo%lr|if^^(^. 

No. 1. ' 

Au Palais de SatuSouei, le 28 Jatwier, 1816^ 

fan IS' de ttnd^pendance. 

LE ROI, 

Au Baron de Dupuy, Secretaire Interprete da Hoi. 

J'approute infiniment, Baron, la conduits quq yous avez 

tenue envers le Sieur Davidson r vous avez tres bien ftat de le 

faire mettre au secret ; je donne Tordre au gpuye];pei^ de le 

faire mettre au secret, aoz serre-pouces et auz fers. ou il res- 

tera H roes ordres, sans le laisser cominuniquer avec qui qne ce 

soit : il ne mangera exactement que la ration qu on donne ^ox 

prisonniers, car c'est un veritable espion, pris en espionna|ee. Si 

Tous continuez a votre surveillance active, vous en liiehdrez 

'■'■*? i>dV)? 

d^autres. TI faut approfondir cette affaire. Vous ^arder^ par- 
devant vous soigneusement.la lettre de Davidson, conune one 
preuve de conviction de son crime. 

J'eavoae le Baron de Dej^aUpen^aur CjiJuHeory^ iiMiitt^cher 
de suite des mainsdii SiQor Jren^.la.SQuwiia 4«;iMiil»' ^u'^ 
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4f;^)^ m\ ti mi mk^l9 pMnww p «t' h > i t n H o i d bo d» Utit 

ParleRoi«,;:i ;, 

^'' W^itfrntfwM fin due dbinff li^ i^^emfflHioHnminfduSieuT 

Le Sleitr Davidson ee pr^setltti 2^ uum butean fe 20 JanTier 
^fS; 'liV^ fiMifeAni fettres pour €tre ezp#dli6ds par un ezpres 
• | i y ' Ctafe 'li'F6rtTlate : il rae demand moii aTtd, comxne d^asage, 
ffattr ^e-^6l$t lettrei, flanfl §tr6 lues par aacan foDctionnaire, 
ittiaitaf%^1^ti«fe: j'lMs trds occupy en ce monient, et lui 
dis, dices lalaaer a Teipr^a q«i d»^t lea porter, et que j'allaaa 
let Tiaer. II retient quelqaes minutes apres^ et me t^moigna qu'il 
arrait albsoliiment beaoin de faiie partir son ezpret avec lea lettrea 
eat maina: je lea pris, et en trouvai troia qui n'^taient paa cache- 
ts; jo lei ai Tia^s aans les lire ; maia la 4S qQ'U tenait en- 
core en mains, et qu'il me pr^senta, 6tait cachet^e«L Jc croa 
devoir d'abord Touvrir, car elle me parot auspecte^ ^tant la 
seole cacliet6e ; en effet j'y trouve le passage auivant: — 

"'* He Roi .Henry n'a eu aacun snccea dans la partie du Sud 
contre F^tion : aes b&droena lont retourn^s avec on sloop 
aeulem^t de prise, et ont kik fr^qaenmient chassis par ceuz de 
l^^tiion^ aes troupes ont toutes M prises. D'apres cela, si votta 
le JQges niSceaaaire d*aller dana le Sod, voua pouvez le (aire 
avec assnrance \ le camp^he vaut, au Portau-PriacOf de 30 i 
26 ff. le toDnean. Pans Tesp^rance de voua vob ici bientdt, 

(Sign4) " James Davidson," 



•u; 



CMMMi il f Avilit trois aeaiaines que Telp^dition poor 
iMsAk^Mt fmAt «t q«e j6 n'ea avaia auome nottveUe, et 
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Q^ftmie il 6teit arriT^ daai 4ib cdtirt^die la jomnte m^me trois 
b&timcns ^timngen de St. Thmnas, des Etata-TJnis, et de la par- 
tie Eftpagnole, j6 disfrala satoir dn Sietir Davldsofi par qaelie 
foie'ilavaitTe^^ucdsnouyellefl, qu*n donnait avec tanllifa^il- 
hbicet je la! demandai<l^>ii U ataitre^iicea ndaif'i^TIes;itme'dit 
nttc tm (On de hauteur, qu*il ne voulait me Aommer la persoune. 
qti*fl' I'kvait apfpris du caff§ puUie: je lui dis qu'it ne dit pas 
dans Mlettre ** j*al ouY dire," niais qu'll *• assurait ^sidi^eiDent," 
et qii'en coxu^quente J'aTais l>6fioln des InfbrmatioilB a^ cetle 
aflRdre. II refosa fcormenement, en tne disant qu^t ne nie detiut 
pas conipte de set desseins. Sor ce je I'ai fait comparaitr^ |(ar- 
detant le goufemeor (qui ^tait malade, et qni Ta re^u dans 
aa cfaambre,) ou ifetant rendu, il refUsa de roSme de ine^ire' par 
quelle Toie il avait su ces nouvelles. I«e goovemeur ll^*& 
<^*i\ an^t appria qtt*il y arak des ^misBair»& du Port-lCu*^&di| 
caches dana la Title, qui faisaient coarir de faux brliits^^^^i'^tii 
tftehaient de jetter I'atarme parmi le peuple ; que peat''l§bre le 
Slevr Dftfidaon avait parl6 avec eux. II y en airait'd%ft '^dtit 
d'^l#68 de cea ^misaairea ^tran^era aortant de la pkrtS^'Itt^' 
gnele. Je dis alors au Sieur Davidaon, 'Si voua n« rodlea'jptiafr 
me ftire coano9cre la personne qui tous a aasurit qiler^i^s^^i^- 
tkn 6tait menqo^e, jHaviterai le gouvemeur I to^s t<i^V^^^ 
barri^ neuve, Jaaqu'a ce que toUs ate feiaiet cotdtof&e^iii^Hi; 
qm voua a dann6 eea nouyeUea : sur eon refaa poaltiK*' j^il^itai 
le gouvemeur a le mettre en prison, dans Teapoir qu*il m*e^ fit 
la cbose : le gouvemeur le fit conduire par un adjodttCitdNj'iilice 
a la prison, qui remit Davidson au concierge: j'ifi^i^pris'^'^ 
cet acyodant avait dit aa ooneierge qua Davidson ^tait aonp- 
9onn4 d'espionnage, et que le g^olier loi fit mettre lea serre- 
pqoceaj .maia I9 gouven^or m*a asaar4 -qii'ii/n.'^|§iit^tnpas 
question, e^ ne aavait m^me pas a'il en eziatait^ la« .^ •. .'>..<o • 
Sur le compte que je rendi% a-V^JVI., eUemf^crivil^^elue^. 
assembler Messieurs les Strangers, et de leor Hre irotF^^{;#]Q(u^. 
m6me terns de leur dire que si le Sieur Davidson no^diaail paade 
qu'il avait eu ces nouvelles, il serait renvoy6 il la cour de jus- 
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ui^:~j,'ai^ CQDfoinQA^raejpt a Tordre* f^it coiwoltre a ceil Mes^if tva 
le cpBfeQ9 4® )a |ett(e sle Votre Ali^t^, de m^me <l«l« ceUe,4«. 
Sieur pavidftoo* et but 50 QU 60 ^trao^eni aucun u'a cbercb^/^ 
a rien ciepr^senteT en sa favear* is SJeur Strafford^ n^gjocian^ 
Angl^ 6tabli ici, est le seul qqji ii|*a parli^ chex moif et qui a 
demand^ one permiBsioQ poor aller prea Votre J^/KJeat^ ^ Sana* 
Sopci ^ ce qu'il a obtenu sana difficult^, et a appcart6 Toidre • « « aa 
(ouveme^, Le Siear Davidson depnis sa aortte de prison ne m'a 
jamais. dit qn'il avait 6.t6 mis auz saire-poucea pendant aaddten* 
tioa,: il est. vena plosieun fois a nion bnreao ne demandcr dea 
faveurs pour des dettea qn'il deyait» et qu*on voalait le iaire 
p^er on le n^ettre en pHson, entr*aatres ponr GOOO fie* qu'il devait 
an Siwx Boaree at qii*il n'a pas paj6 : i]L n'avait en ville qu'nne 
ehani^f et pas un n^gociant comme on veut bien Je dife. 
• t^ SieniB Bradock* Maason et Bicbardson, sent venua me 
troui^ef p^or m'inf iter a donner ao dit Davidaon nn pennis pQ^r 
sen^m en Angletarre^ et m'ont invito a m'int^resser a le faire 
par^qTi^car il allait ktn taiHi ponr dettes qu*il devait en vjl]e« 
Je I'aiy iait a levr agUicitation, parce que ne vojant nul mo^fli a 
Dayidaon de pouvoir payer ses dettes, j*ai pen^^ qna la. prison 
ou.'ies cr^lanciers Taumient mia n'auzait pu le faire payev, ^ 
qa'en eona^qnence il yaloit mienz prot^gei son depart ponr son 

TelUa SQpc^t lea circoQatancea d^faiU^ea de tout ce qui a'est 
pass6 a r^gatd da Sienr Pavidsoa* 

Cape Henry, le 19 F6vrier, 1817, an 14«. 



^< 



"19o^^£);-^The first paragrapb of No. 1. explains itself; the 
second refers tb an officer narne d Vihon, tbe favonred lover of < 
ttM/Coftnless, wbo h^d, by being so, called forth the displeasure 
ortlie''K!bg'^ Kor. d. h the order for his detention. He was im- 
pABtm»if/^uad « fle^rtlsys after was found strangled. 
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I'm is d€ rindipendoMce. T>r. amis 

HENRY, . ^ 

Par Ia grtke de Dieu et la Loi Constittttioimelle de TEtat, 

Roi d*Hayliy &c. &c. &c* 

Aa Banm Da Duput, Secretaire Interpret^ ^ ^hs k- f 

Je Teux, Baron, de chasaer de loa coor la Comtesse 

poor ta mauTaise conduite, aa maundaeUngiie^fitiaiMiltvifte : 
la punitioQ que je loi inflige eat de laira moUr^' ^f^f^-V^hsti 
eon man an liberte, avec lea memeac^^inaiiiH^oe j'ai^HtiWwa 
en la cbassant d'ici. ; .• . < iueyntf^ 

Voua D'avez pas Baron, suiTi mea ordret: met jntiH|tii»» > 
^talent, que rien ni aott d^plac^ 4e la maisQa de lfMVin«(4>%or 
la cargaison de ce b^dnieot, sans nies ordrea | aJTimaJeatniw 
auivies, Viltun n'aurait paa troQ?^ de frp^ta A. l'ff4«t^NND*y 
d'amandea et des pruneaus, pour gamir la chambre de la Com- 
tesse de > ici, comme il Ta fait ici. 

' Parle Roi, 

No. «• 
Au Paiau d* Quanaminihe, 19 Atril, 1816, Van ildeVMi- 

L£ ROI 
4>u Baron de Dopvj, Secr6taire Intdrpti^ dtf Bd^. ^ 
Je voos recommande. Baron, de earreiller Viltoit''; 'dtt^ UfA 
aavez qu'il est Uche natorellcment et rampant «* ef li'i^t^ ^ 
qui a'est pass^, il pounrait bien chercker a s*^vadM$ aittii -c^^C 
a vous de le surveiller comme si de lien n'<6tmt, cai' jtf Vdub Hk 
rends responsable. 

Accuses la r^reption de la pribenlai. ' ^'^ >^ - 
Parle Box, ' • '^^' 

DaLIMONADa. 
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> Note (F). — ^Tfae two lett«r0 of the 22iid September, 1820, 
Ulustraite n-very suvoMiy mod* of >^4altog' witfar' delinquent 

No.1. 
Au P0M8 de 8«au-8oM€i, U 22 Sepiembr^^ 1820^ Tcni }7 dr 

. V Ind^pendance* 

LE HOI 
Au Baron de Dopny, Mar^chal de Camp, Secretaire Interprete 

* • V dtt Boi, &c. 

•§ili'¥6ia9'9AF€t9eiA*jd\nti Bkron, fed deux ordres de paiement, 
pQHttte^fkfxfta^efiit et'riiHi&*6 d'Icole emploj6 au service dugou- 
^¥tkllifSta^ et-'pout' Id pkiemeDt du } en argent du passage des 
Africains import^ a Haiti, ainsi que pour le paiement des deux 

!:;J^itfdBii€ ordte iiu Due de ta Marmelade, de foumir une 
me9m»**fima conditire le Baron d6 la Tortue a la Citadelle: 
yMM Itiirettiettre^ la lettre pour le Baron de N6r6. 

- • .: -^ ' Par le Roi. 

Delimonadb. 
No. 2. 

Au Pskii^d^SdtM'Soud, le 22 Stptembre^ 1820, Tim 17 de 

V indipendance, 

— LE ROI 

Au Baron de Dupuy, Mar^chal de Clamp, Seci^taire, Interprete 

du B^i. 
Le BlP>n Joaepb de La Tortue/ Baron, n'ayant pas »old6 ce 
qa*il d^t % I'Btat, tous voudrez bien, des la reception de la 
prei^QUte* ie faire arr^ter, et le faire condaire sous escorte a la 
citadelle Henry, pour j kute employ 6 aux travaux jusqu'a ce 
qa'il aequitte ce qn'il eat redevable au gouvernentent ; cl-joint 
Tordre pour le Baron de N^r^ a la citadeiie Henry. Vous 
ordonnerez a I'officier qtv aura comniarid^ iVscorte dudit Baron, 
i la dtadeHe, de m'apporter le^ dudit hartin. 

Par le Roi, 

Delimonade. 
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NoTB (6)* Moreta St. M«ry giTet aa acconot of » 
nmiiir to that mendoBcd in the text, which he states to be w 
the district of Borgoe. See ** Description de la partie Fim^aue 
de Saint DomUgoe," pp. 681 and 682. torn. L 

Note (H). — ^The aecoant is almost literallj and veilMtHy 
that fnmisbed by the laffereri who was a respectable man at St. 
Jago ; but as the statement is written in verjr bad Spanish, I do 
not think it worth while to furoish it. 

KoTB (1). — Art. VIII. His Britannic Majesty, stipnlat- 
ing for himself and his alties, eogagos to restore to His Most 
Christian Majesty, within the term which shall be hereafter 
fixed, the colonies, fisheries, factories and establishments oJT 
every kind which wei^ possessed by France on the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1792, in the seas and on the continents of Amenca, 
Africa, and Asia, with the ezdeption however of the Islands of 
Tobago and St. Lncie and of the Isle of France and its depMi- 
dencies, especially Kodrigues and Les S6chelles, which sevem^ 
colonies and possessions His Most Chiistian Majesty cedes in 
full light and sovereignty to His Britannic Majesty, and also 
the portion of St. Domingo ceded to France by the treaty of 
Basle, and which His Most Christian Majesty restores in fall 
right and sovereignty to His Catholic Majesty. 

Note (J). 

DECLARATORIA DE INDEPENDENCIA DEL 
PUEBLO DOMINICANO. 
No mas dependencia, no mas humillacion, no mas smneti- 
raiento al capricho y veleidad del Gavinete de Madrid. En 
estas breves y compendiosas clausulas est& cifradala &rme reso* 
Incion que jura, y proclama en este dia el pneblo Dominicaao. 
Rompi6 ya para siempre desde este memento loa gastados 
eslavones qne lo encadenaban al pesado y opresivo caxromi^ 
de la antigna Metr6poli ; y reaaomiendo la dignidad y eoeigia 
de un pueblo libre^ protests delante del Ser Supremo, que re- 
suclto k constitoir se en un Estado Independiente no habra 
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ncrifido que no ilimole en «l titta de la Patria pan llevar 

^ al cab^ la beroica empresa. 6p fifaxar*^ f ser, nr1yiiri#p al 
rangp y pgnsideiacion de losd^nots puehlotiibrM MjfnwkAo 
politicOk 

£1 ignosdnioaQ fiffj^\tii^ de 32|i4ao8 ea cieitaOMmtf mm U^- 
pofi deipnaiado Uu^ga, y oostway qne 4 UmM d«9EQgaji» ppr §i 
sola y A^n mayor esfuerzo del oinipni ixiito que le hft Moado de 

. M fianitica lealtad 4 1(» Reyea de ISapana. C^a^ate falso id#lo, 
levantado por el error, y soslenido pj9r una inpersticion pUiAft^t 
le habia logrado^ letaxgar el eapiritm y< bnrlarBe «|e la CKtdnli- 
dad de un pueblo naturalioente bondoto y seiici|1o. te fielea & 
la Espana^ aguantar coa una pacieacia e»tapida Isa datpiedos 

^de la ^pana* no yivirf no movecaev no «er pan*iK>B9lif08^ tino 
pp^la ^pwa, era todoy lo unico en q9e bai^aiiioa^onaUUr 
nuestr^felicidad^ la fama de nuestxas viztudea, y*a la i^oaipen- 

^ sa 4® los mas disdnguido^ aeiricioa. 

Si iiai todftvia entre aosotros akoas tan bajae^-y Ti9ndidi»tl 
aerviUsmpy que se atrevAu 4 eontiadecir eatas terdadea do.-eni^- 
ni^ii4;ia, vuelvan por un inatante sua fiascinados oyoa al fvpan- 
l^oao^ eftado de raiaa y deaolackm en que yace aanudik la parte 
,etp|tno^ d^ la Frimada del NuevoMundo* No lea pedimiaa 
ojie .9e remonien 4 la . infanata 4poca, en que una ordea d«i 
Divan eapanol fu^ bastante para demoler, porque no podia goar- 
dar ias plazas maritimas de Bayaha, la Yaguana, Montecriatiy y 
Puerto de Plata, 4 donde concurrian los Holandeses y etroa 
eatrang^a 4 p«ove#riaa de las mexcadertaa, que la. MetiiipoH no 
lea proporcionaba* Ac^iqneoee de una vex 4 los recientes au- 
QtiliaT.de niuea^ edad, comenaandft su eiaoMB.por -.elfaiioso 
inacaa^ 1» caaiott : num^reD, si estan dotadoa da tanta iUMOf* 
fljhjtirjadji el difaino de ptagaa que anrej6 de a^ este toifaeifiaoy y 
difiiiu^iitwdiio par el hanBoeo y fertil auflle de Haiti, had con* 
Tiif tid» Mmwmpoi mi desiestoa, y sua mas xicas y vi«tQsaa.tia* 
4ad(S«H9n ai0fimbroa y cenizas. Eofaen todaw, ai quitaea vn 
9fik9» 111 nMlaafi^lioalMitefia de kit muettWy hfhfpg, 
▼OL. II. K 
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y deiBM honons del ultimo sitio, que pusieron 4 esta cipitci 
loft mtuiales pam trrancar su posesiun del poder de los France* 
■eSf 7 figenae unicameatfi em el dia once de Julio de 1809, diar 
^ara siempre memorable, en que la Isia ahandonada, la isia que. 
•irvi6 de reacate 4 las proviociaa-Peninsubireft, ecupadas por las 
victoriosas armaa de la Repqblica fnncesa, y la lala en fin que 
ialv6 en aqaella crisis apnrada el trono vacilante de Cario» 
Coarto, de su libre y espovtanea voluatad,ata de nuevo Iob Tin* 
cnloe disueltos poK el trajtado de fiasilea, y se complace con ei 
maa sincere y cordial jubilo de la estrecba aliansa que renuev» 
con su antigua y desdenosa Metr6po}i. 

Si Santo Domingo bubiera cometido desde su descubfimienti> 
alguna enorme culpa, 6 condraido un grave reato para merecer 
la indignadon y la ojeriaa de la £spana, parece que con el ano' 
jo y felic ezito de la reconqutsta tenia derecho k esperar an 
general olvido de su demerito, y. laa mas afectuosas deHiostrft> 
cionea de gratitud. Sin efflbaigo, salgan 4 la palestra los be- 
roes de ese rasgo de lealtad nunca visto en los aoales de loe- 
pueblos £eles, las viudas, los bijos, los padres de los qne mui> 
rieron'pelesndo por ser subditos de una nacion que los cede, 
y acosa de su gremio, como 4 una manada de cameios, 6 • ban 
muerto de aecesidad, 6 estan sujetos al mesquino socorro de dos- 
y ties reales diarios de veliton : los que en la campaHa oci^Nnon 
h>8 primeros puestos por su valor y babilidad, apoias seentra' 
en la plasa, descienden k los grados inferioses, 6 se qnedan n& 
nasda. D.> Manuel Caravajal, el bravo defensor de Maiigana- 
gua, el segundo de D. Juan Sancbez, y qne se duda no ain. fun 
damento si trabaj6 mas que el, <i si se espuso con mas frecoen- 
eia k los peligros de la gnerra, est4 por recibir una eepresionde 
que 8US servicios ban side gratos. Con el mismo dolor aniiio: 
I>on Pedro Vasques, otro caropeon de'los que mas se eaforzanm 
y combatieron por el logro de la reconqoista, y al cabo de doce' 
anos sale diciendo el Editor de la Miacelanea del dia ii. de No-* 
viembvs ultimo, ** que para satisfaccion de aquellos k quieaev 
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paeda interetar, se halla autoiiasado por el Gefa politico pan 
pufolicar, que en oficio de 7. de Julio de e^ aSo, que le ha sido 
dirigido por ei ministerio de la Gobemacioii de UHnintr, entre 
otras cosas le dice S* £., que el Bey le ha mandado avisar al 
Minbtro de ia Guerra lo conveuicnte para que se dcapachen los 
giados J ccmdecofaciooea concedidas & eatot natoralee por la re* 
couquista." 

No esya tiempo de qae se nos quiera adormecer y arrulfar, 
jeomo k ninos, con estas Tanas esperanzaa. Las misraat ofertaa 
«e ban hecho y repetida en diferentes ocasiones, y estamos por 
ver so cumplimiento. £s menester que se nos repute y tenga to- 
davia en la clase de unos seres imb^ciies y faltos de racionalidad 
como se creia k los principios del descubrimiento de la Ame- 
oca, paxa que ei Ministerio de Uhramar, el Gefe politico y el 
Bedactcnr de la Miscelanea se 6guren que con esa gota de agua 
fria pnede apagarae el forioso ^olcan de la indigaacion que 
mge y brama reconcentoado en el corazon de los naturales. 
Para despachar patentes de grados superiores k los Europeos, 
conferbles los primeros puestos militares, deatinar k esta plaza 
oficiales ociosos sin coerpos ni coinpanias, oi^anizar los dispen- 
diosoB ramos de artilleria y de ingenieT0s» recargar sueldoa 
sobre laaexhaustas rentas d»esta Provincia, para estas y'otras 
BAedtdaa que de dia en dia la llevan rapidamente k su estermtnio, 
si ban tenido aobrado lagar los ministros, y no se ha neceaitado 
de reiterar las ordeaes del Rey ; mas doce lareos anos no ban 
sido baatantes k enviar los auzilios odHtares, que se ban pedido 
oon tanta urgencia, y de que hai tan abaoluta faha, y menos 
para recoonpeBsar los sftcri£cio8 de los valientes y Hberales, que 
drrrunaron au sangre, y dieron sus bienes para rescatar el sue- 
lo patrio de la dominacion firancesa, y presentarlo como una 
fresca ▼ictiina k la Espana en : tefitimonio de la mas firme y 
tenaz adhesioo* 

Mas I para que annblamos con estoa amargos recneidos el 
faermeso y despejado dia de la legeneracion politioa d« Santo 
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I>oiiiingo i Si 1ft seiie 4» mjasticiai, ag<tiTios, aboBOt, Tejadoaes 
7 ftbandoDOi, fiiMMi el imico m6wiX de esta satadable mmii$aMm, 
acaflo BMgnn otro pueblo de America podiia bosquejar an coft- 
dro mas cargade de negras Bombraa y espectros horroroeos que 
etta desgiaciada Isla. £Ua fae la primera e& el ordea de loa 
eetaUecimiefttos, y eflt6 aesdo la Qltmia eo el addanto, y pio- 
gresos de caanto constituye el bienestar de los pueblos. Sm 
embargo de lo coal, para joatiicar aoeatra caoaa no Beceaitsinos 
de recurrir 4 la odiosa ensoieiackm de las tempestades y ^ 
cisitndefl que hemos padeddo : sentimieiitos de honor, pimei- 
pios de jualicia, razenes de otUidad y convemencia pnbtiea sob 
los nobles unpulsos -que noa estinmlao 4 pr(nLUB<»ar el divorcio 
y emaocipacion de la Espaaa paia siempfe. 

Desde el Cabo de Homos basta las Caliliamias se pelea con 
ardor y encamtiamiento por el xncom parable bcneficio ds la In* 
dependencia. £n toda& partes have despaTorido el caduoo Leod 
de Espana, dejando dcsocupado el terreno a la fuerza y vigor 
juvenil del de America. Ya reflejan sobre el horizonte politico 
los crepusculos del gran dia de los hijos de Colcnnbia : apa(ieeer4 
de un momento 4 otro la risuena aurora de la Independencaa 
de toda la America. Los aduladores de la Espana no pnoden 
resistir tanto golpe de loz y se tapan 6 apartan loa ojos paia 
no ver el magestuoso espectacalo de los eslensos y poderoeoe 
estados que Tienen con la cabesa erguida 4 colocarse entre lae 
naciooes; y cuando los nuts 'remotos y descooocidos lugaiea 
concairen con sus etffiiersos al logro de las incalculables venta* 
jas de esta nueva vida, ^ seria decoroso 4 la Primadadel Nue«o 
Mundo no tomar parte en esta heroica lucha ? Sanio Donaigo 
ba recibido en so seno 4 la astudiosa juventud de Caracas, 
Puerto Rico, Caba, y Havana : ba probijado en el gremio y 
daustro de su Universidad 4 los oaturales de iodoB estos pve- 
blos cultos y sus adyacencias : loa ba ennobleddo con los gsa« 
dos y premios de tsdas las cisncias : muchos de los beroes ^e 
figuran en el bonroso ^atro de su yevolocion, bebiemi mfpi 
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hm elementos del saber ; i y pnede faaccrle honor* que babiendo 
tido QUO de loa foooa principales de la UiittzacioB Amsricana 
«eala altima ea xeconecer los eternoa principioft del <Nrden so^ 
dal ? I«a palria de lot Morfas, de los MinielM, de D. Joan 
Sanchez, j Marcos Torre8> la que ha saeudido tantas Teces el 
yugo de las potendas europeas en Sabana Real/ en loa montea 
de Najajo, en Falo-Hincado, ^ podrd mostrarse insensible 4 la 
iMDortal gloria de derrocar y estingtiir para siempre el tiranico^ 
imperio de sns Conqaistadorea ? De todo nos ha despojado 
la Espana; peronos queda el honor y fbrtaleza de nnestros 
padres* 

Sabemos con eyidente certeza qae los Iiombrea renonciaron 
la independencia del estado natural para entrar en una sociedad 
civil que les afiance de ua modo eatable y pennanente la vida, 
la propiedad y la libertad^ que son los tree principales bienes en 
que consiste la felicidad de lasnaciones. Para gozar de estos de- 
recfaos se instituyen yformanlos gobiemos, derivando snajustoa 
poderee del consentimiento de los asooiados ; de donde se aigue, 
qae si el gobiemo no corresponde 4 estos esendales fines, si lejos 
de mirar por la conservacion de la sociedad, se convierte en 
opresivo, toca^ k las ikcultades del pueblo alterar 6 abolir su 
forma, yadoptar otra nueTaqne le parezcamas condacente dab 
segoridad y fataro bien. En bora buena, que los gobietnos, 
fandados de largo tiempo, no se cambien por ligeros motivos y 
cansaa transeantes. La pmdenda dicta qae se sufran los males, 
mioitras scan soportables ; pero caando tocan en el altimo dpice, 
euaado la misma esperiencia demuestra que el designio es re* 
dudrlo todo k un absoluto despotismo, entonces seria degra- 
darse de seres racionales y libres, si los hombres no desechasen 
en el memento an gobiemo diametralmente contraxio & los altos 
fines de su originaria institucion ^ Y quien k la luz de estoa 
principios no aplaudird como justa la que boi adopta en el suyo 
la parte espanola de Haiti? Coantos azotes, infortunios y 
desaatrea poede abortar la hidra del despotismo, otros tantos ha 
•ufrido Santo Domingo durante sir vergonzosa sumisioa & la 
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o^ttttie il ^tut 9rnr6 daat ^ -cddrf de la jonm^e ralme trois 
bidmcns toangen de St. Thomas, dea Etata-Unia, et de la pnx- 
ti« fitpagnole/ je d£sirata satoir da Sietxr 'Davidsoii par qnel)e 
foiellmvaitre^acetnottTelleB, quil donnait avec (ant d^assii-' 
riiic^t je lid demaodai d\>ii II avaitte^d cea ndaVigTIes ; it me dit 
ttttt tm (on de hauteur, qu*il ne voolait me nommer la personne. 
qtt*ilr I'aivait appria du cafT^ public : je lui dis qa'it ne dit pas 
daiia aalettre ** j*al qui dire," roals qu'il •« assurait positive roent,** 
et qa'en coiia6quen«e J'avaia beaoin dea inlbrmatioAs sat cette 
tMre. II refuta formellemeat, en tne diaant qa*il ne me derait 
paa compte de set desseias. Sor ce je Ta! fait comparaltrd par- 
detant le gouvemear (qui ^tait malade, et qui Ta re^u dans 
aa chambre,) ou -^tant rendu, tl refhsa de mSme de iiie dirti paur 
quelle Toie il avait au ces nouvelles. I«e gooTerfieor ine'ttt 
^'il a;i^t appria qu'il f avak dea ^misaairei dttf brt-au-f^&de 
caches danala Tilie, qui faiaaient courir de faux hrtdts» ^^t Wjui 
tftehaient de jetter Talarme parmi le peuple ; que peat'Slie le 
Sienr Dandaon avatt parl6 avec eur. II y en avait'd^ft'^ddiik 
d\tttMa de tea ^miasairea ^tran^era aortant de la putkfVUi^' 
gnole. Je dia idors au Sieur Davidson, <8i voua no voilleiirp^ 
me fidre connoHre la personne qui Toua a aasar€ qde'l^e^^i^- 
tioa Hah manqo^e, jHaviterai le gouvemeor & tons initttO'il^ 
btrri^ta neuve, joaqa'a ce que voua me iSsiaiee cofittofbfe 'i!%lhi 
qui voua 'a donn^ cea nouveUea : sur son refua poi3iJf> j*IdVltai 
le gouvemeur a le mettre en prison, dans I'eapoir qu*il m*edt fit 
la chose : le gou^meur le fit conduire par un ad)odia(itdfl place 
a la prison, qui remit Davidson au concierge: j'tS ^pris'^lfe 
cet a4jadant aYait dit au ooneteige quo Davidson 6tait aonp- 
9onn6 d'espionnage, et que le g^olier lai fit mettre lea serre- 
ppucea^ .maia le gouverneur m*a aaaur^ -qu'iJ/a'oiK^it^topaa 
question, et ne aavait mltaie paa a'il en exi^tait la* ^ . > '^ . o -. 
Sur le compte que je rendi% &V» JV|., eUe W^crivit. de fui^ 
assembler Messieurs lea Strangers, et do leur Uro votrekitlt^^ 
m6me terns de leur ^re que ai le Sieur Davidson nodiaak paade 
qu'il avait en cea nouvellea, il aerait renvoy^ a la cour de jua- 



tiq^: — f ai. coDfomv^mejpt 4 Torclre* f^t connoiitre a ecu Me99i«iira 
le coB^eQu ^e la |etLUe sie Votro Mi^t^, de m^me ijiie ceUe,d^ 
Sieur PavicUon, et sur 50 QU 60 ^tra9ger» t^acoii li'a clierc))4 
a rien repr^aenter en sa fayoor. JLtO Sieur Strafford^ Q^gociaA^ 
Anglais ^tabli ici, est le eeal qui m*a parl6 chez mWf et qui a 
demand^ pne pennissioo pour aller pre» Vptre Ik^jest^ ^ 3aM<* 
Soi^ci ; ce qu'il a obtenu san^ difficult^, et a appoort^ Toxdre •« « a^ 
gouveme^r, ^ Sieur Davidson depuis aa sortie de prison ne v^a 
jamais .4it qa'il avait ijL^ mis aux stnre-pouces pendant sa d6ten* 
tion,: il est.venu plnsieun fois a raon bureau me, demandex dca 
faveurs ppur des dettea qu'il devait, et qu'on Toulait le fifure 
pf^er oa.lj9 mettxe en prison^ entr'autres pour 0000 fie. qu'il di»vait 
au Sieur Boura^ Qt qa*il n'a pa» paj^ : il n'avait en yille qu'une 
cbam^nre^ et pas un negotiant comme oq veut bien 1q dire. 
• X^ Sieura Bradock, Masson et Bichacdson» sont v^ous me 
troui^ef p^or m'inyiter a donner an dit Davidaon un penttb p9ur 
ae resdcQ ea ABgleCQire> et m'ont infit^ a m'int^resser a la faire 
par^ir» car ii allait ^tre arr^6 pour dettes qu*il devait en viUe« 
Je Tai iiait a levr aoUicitatioa, parce que ne vojant nui mo^oi a 
Dayidson de ponvoir pajer ses dettes, j*ai pexub6 qn« U-piiaon 
ou;9^ cr^anciers i'auiaient mia o'aurait pu le faire pa^«f, (NL 
qu'en eonai^qnence il valoit mieuz prot^gex son depart pour son 

Tellea ap^t lea drconstances d^taill^es de tout ce qui s'est 
pass^.a i'^gatd dn Sieur OaTidsou* 

Cape Henry, le 19 Furrier, 1817, an 14*« 
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'tto^^X^'^'I^^ ^^^ paragraph of No. 1. ezplaios itself; tbe 
aecond refers tb- an officer named Vihon, tbe fiiTOUred lorer of < 
t)ill4^IMuife8i, wh« hkd, by being so, called forA the displeasure 
oftht^KA^. K(r. d. in the order for his detention. He was im- 
pArtOi^/uid « ftw <!sjs after was ibund strangled. 
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•1 rainoM goipe de la cesion. Si la lej de los arancelef j re- 
glamestoB de adnanai no se bnbiera siif»pendido y atempendo 
& la* eiicanatanciu locales, ya estamn cenados de una vea y 
para Biempie tedoe Ws paertoi de la Mbi porqae cuando maa 
ae pondera la Ubertad eepanola, es cabalmente cnaado ae ba 
tiiado k lemacbar con nas rigor laa cadrnas del monopoUo y la 
eadonTa del coniercio. Los misBAoa conreos coadactorcB da 
eatoa ptecioaoa r^lamententos ni siquiera se dignaa tocar en 
loa poatoa maritinios de la Isla qne antes acostumbrabaay aiea* 
doaoi foraofio pagar quien valla 6 traemot las sentencias de 
BUierte para teaer la barbara complaeeacia de ejecatarias en 
■oaotvoa^ y con niiestras propias manos. Aqui est& la sola cosa 
para qae depeBdaoioB de la E^ana, y no para que nos aaista» 
provea y aocarra en nnestroa apuros y necesidades : basta aqai 
bemoB viTido eiclaTOS y dependientes por habito, pero los be- 
cbos que persuaden ronclio aas eficaxmente que las rutiaas 
noe demuestraa y confencen que somot libres y emaacipa-* 
dos. 

Asi lo reconoceraot y tocaaoos por nuestra propia esperien* 
cia» y eondncidoa por ella declaramos y solemnemente pnbHca- 
moB, que la parte espuiola de la Isla de Haiti, queda olesde 
este dia constituida en im Estado libre 6 indepeodientc : que el 
buen pueblo DomlDicano ni ahora, ni en adelante, ni au&ca 
se someteri k laa leyes y gobierao de Espana, eoosiderandoea 
abauelto de toda obligacion de fidelidad y obedienda : que re<« 
Testido de la dignidad y caraeter de nacion soberana, tiene ua 
pleno poder y facultades para establecer la forma de gobiemo 
que mejor le convenga, ctmtraer alianaas, declarar la guetra* 
coacluir la pa^, ajustar tratados de comerdo y celebrar los de-* 
mas actoe, transacdones y convenios que pueden por derecbo 
los demaa pueblos libres 6 indepeodientes ; y que si la Espana 
reconociere y aprobare esta declaratoria serd babida y repa« 
tada como amiga ', pero si la irapognare 6 por cualqutera via y 
mode pretendiere estorbar auestras institucioaes y la maicb^ 
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dei ttkeffo gobierno en qne Tamos & entrar, sabr^mos defenderlo 
G0B, aiwttias vidaa, ffortnna y honor. Viva la Patria, viva la 
bdependeacta, viva la Union de Colombia ! Dada en la ciu- 
dad de Santo Domingo de la parte e«panola de Haiti k I Di- 
oieiBibre de 1821. Ano primero de la Independencia. — Josi 
Nuiez de CueerWy presidente — MoTiuel Caravqjal — Juan Ft- 
eemte Moscoso — Anttmio Martinez Valdes — L. Juan Nepomu' 
cem de ArredMdo — Juan Ruiz — Vicente Mancebo — Manuel 
L^pez de Umeres, secretario. 

Note (K). 
ACTA CONSTITUnVA 

DRL OOBIERNO PBOVISIONAL ]>£L ESTADO INDBPBNDIENTE i 
DE LA PARTE E8PAK0LA DE HAITI. 

Los Ciadadanos Manuel Caravajal, Coronel del ejercito liber- 
Uder 7 Capitan-general, Jose Nunez de Caceres, Gobemador 
politico y Presidente del Estado iadependiente de la parte 
espanola de Haiti, Jaan Vicente Moscoso, Dipatado del par- 
tido de la capital, Antonio Martinez Vaid^s, por el primero del 
Norte, Licenciado Juan Nepomnceno de Arrjedondo, por el ste- 
gnndo del Norte, Juan Rnizy Coronel del ejercito libertador, 
por el del Este, y Vicente Mancebo por el del Sur, reunidos en 
esta sala del Consejo municipal con cl objeto de establecer la 
forma de gobiemo que en las actuales circunstancias del mo- 
loento parezca mas conveniente d mantener la tranqnilidad pub* 
lica, el buen orden de la sociedad, proveer i la seguridsd y 
defensa del Estado en general, k la recta administracion de jus- 
ticin, y al goce y ejercicio de los mas preciosus derechos de los 
ciadadanos ; ban yenido en decretar, y decretan el siguiente re- 
giamento pjrovisional para el buen orden y regimen del Estado. 

Abt. I. Siendo, como es, la parte espanola de Haiti nn 
estad9 librc 4 indepeitdiente; se declara: que la forma de su 
gi^iemo ea, y debe ser Repoblieano ; pero entre tanto arregia 
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an ezRCto sisteiua de representacion nacional sobre las base* 
mas convententesy babr& ana Junta de gobierno provisional, 
qae se compondri del Capitan- general, del Gobemador poli- 
tic6 del Eatado y de loa Diputados, 6 aoplentes de los cinco 
partidos en que esti dividido el temtorio de la parte espanola 
de esta Isla. £1 Secretario de est& Junta es el de la Capitania- 
general. 

Art. 2. £n eata Junta se acordar4n todas las disposiciones 
generales, niedidas de segundad publica, arreglos de todos los 
ramos de administracion del Estado, y cuanto mas parezct util 
y conducente k consolidar la independencia, poneria ai abrigo 
de todo ataque de enemigos internos j estemos, levantar tropas, 
czigir € imponer contribuciones, abolir 6 moderar las extstenfes, 
arreglar el orden de los jueces y tribunales para la buena ad- 
ministracion de justicia, organizar las oficinas de cuenta y ra- 
zon, dar aranceles para el aforo y cabranza de sus derechoe, 
promover la educacion publica, fomentar la agriciiltura, las artes 
y el comercio, y generalmenie para hacer todo aqueHo que 
exija, y demande el bien del Estado para so prosperidad, union 
y seguridad, removiendo al niismo tiempo cuantos obstaculos se 
opongan 6 arreden estos importantes fines. 

Art. 3. Los reglaroentos que acordar& esta Junta tendrin 
en todo el Estado la fuerza y vigor de leyes, y el hacerlas cnm- 
plir y ejecutar toca al Gobemador politico Presidente del Esta- 
do, quren las comanicard con este objeto k todas las Corpora- 
clones, Gefes y Autoridades, asi de la capital, como de los 
otros partidos. 

Art. 4. Esta parte espanola entrar& desde luego en alianza 
con la Republica de Colombia : entrari a componer uno de los 
Estados de la Union ; y cuando se ajuste y concluya este tra- 
tado, bar4 causa comun, y seguir^ en un todo los intereses 
generates de la Confederacion. 

Art. 5. Con estas miras se despachard k la mayor brevedad 
posible un Diputado cerca de S. £• el Presidente de la Repub- 
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lica de Colombia^ comunicandole el cambio politico de Santo 
Domingo, y maoifestaodole los deseos de adberirse 4 la union 
de lo6 Estados que actualmente componen, 6 en adelante corn- 
pasieren la Kepublica de Colombia. La Junta elegird este 
Diputado, dandole las instiucciones, documcntos y poderes 
coropetentds al Ueno de su en cargo : y este comisionado solici*' 
tar6 se le comuniqne la Constitacion general de la Republica de 
Colombia, para con. su previo ezamen y conocimiento dar esta 
parte jsspanola su acto de accesion. 

Art. 6. Otro mensage igual se enviar^ inmediatamente al 
Escelentiaioio Senor Presidente de la Republics de Haiti en la 
parte francesa naestra vecina, proponiendole un tratado de 
amistad, comercio y alianza para la comun defensa ▼ seguridad 
ie ambos territorios en case de invasion cnemiga, 6 de maqui- 
nadones intemas contra su libertad € independencia. 

Art. 7. No pudiendo haber verdadera libertad civil, sin la 
division de poderes, declara la Junta, que por abora residen en 
ella las facultadea del legislativo, basta que en circunstancias 
mas tranquilas puedan adoptarse y establecerse las bases de la 
representacion nacional. La. potestad de ejecutar las leyes en 
todo el Estado toca al Presidente Gobemador politico, y la de 
administrar justicia eu lo civil y criminal pertenece &los Jueces 

y 

y Tribunales determinados por las leyes y con arreglo k los tra- 
mites y formalidades que prescriben las mismas. 

Art. 8. Los derecbos del hombre en sociedad consisten en 
su libertad, igualdad, seguridad, y propiedad. La libertad es la 
facultad de hacer todo aquello que no probibe la ley, 6 no 
ofende al derecho de tercero. La igualdad no admite dislin- 
cion de nacimiento ni poder hereditario : la ley es una misma- 
para todos, bien premie, bien castigae. La seguridad resulta de 
la confianza que deben tener todos los asociados de que los es- 
fuerzos del cuerpo social no se emplean en otra cns» que en 
asegurar k cada uno sus derecbos. La propiedad es el derecho 
de gozar y disponer de las rentas, biencs y del producto de su 
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tnhmp, 6 de sa indmtniL Esta ppopiedad 61 invulable, j ai «l 
Eatado pnede tecar 4 ella nn ana coaodda nec«sid«d« 6 cvi- 
daate utilidad conning y eto daado la indamiodad k julcio de 
liombrea Imenot. 

AaT. 9. Son ciadadanoa del Estado indepeadieDte de la 
parte eipanola de Haiti todoe lot hombrea librea de caakfuer 
ccdor y religion qae aean, nacidofl en nuestro tenitariGy 6 a«n^ 
que lo sean en pais estiangero, si Ueraren trea anos de r endeB* 
cia, 6 fueren caaados con muger natuial. En amboa caaot har^ii 
conatar los intereaados al Gobiemo las re8pecti?aa ciicuaatan- 
ciaa por medio de ana informacioa ante loa Alcaldes manicipa* 
lea, y la de baber vivido obediente k las leyea\ del jpais, ocapa* 
doa en arte, oficio, 6 industria honesta, y resultaado conforme 
le deapachari la carta de ciudadano, aellada con el del Estado> 
y autorizada por el Secretario de Gobiemo. 

AaT. 10. La carta de naturaleza se conceder^ por el poder 
legialativOj obteniendo antea la de ciadadano por loa tramitea, y 
con las formalidadea indicadas ; pero ni eata, ni la de ciudadano 
darin nunca derecho k obtener empleos de Gobiemo, de judi- 
catura, de hacienda, munici pales, ni otroa civiles y politicos : 
eaceptaanse loa empleos militares k que bien podr&n ascender 
aunque aean loa mas eleyados. 

Art. 11. Tanto los naturalea, como los estrangcroa comen- 
zar^n k ejercer los derecbos de ciudadano & los 18 anos de edad 
para lo qae es cancurrir k toda dase de elecciones ; pero.ao po- 
dr^n ser elegidos k no contar 26 anos, fuera de los casos en que 
por la ley ae requiera'taiayor edad para algun empleo. 

Aht. 12. Los derecbos de ciudadono ae pierden : — 1. Pbr 
condenacion judicial k peua aflictiva 6 infaraante ; pero estin* 
guida, puede el mismo tribunal que la iaipuao, rehabilitarlo. — 
2. Por obtener empleo 6 condecoradon de otro Gobierno. — 
S. Por admitir carta de naturaleza en pais estrangero. 

Art. 13. £1 ejercicio de los mi&mos derecbos se suspende : 
— 1 . Por entredicho joditial k causa de furor, deiqencia ^ imbe- 
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cUMftd.— 2. For el estado de dendor lallido, 6 de dendor & Km 
candale* pabHcoB* — S. For acaaacioii criminal legahnmle in- 
tentada.— -4. For no taber le«r, ni eacribir para lo que es ser 
elegido, pero iu» paia elegir. — 6. Poi no tener empleo, oficio, 6 
modo de vivir honeatamente. 

Art. 14. Los deberes del ciudadano son los sigaientes : 
esti obiigado & sostefceila independenda j libertad de la patria 
aacrificando sn vida y hacienda en obeequio de estos sagrados 
doberes, k contribair para los gastos del Estado en proporcion 
de 80S haberes» ser'fiel k la Constitucion, obedecer las leyes y 
respetar las Autoridades constituidas. Todo el que no loa em* 
plee, es mal cindadano j lesponaable de la contravencion con 
arreglo k las leyes. 

Art. 16. La casa de todo ciudadano es nn seguro asilo de > 
an persona y de caanto tenga en ella : no podrk ser allanlada 
aino en los casos determinados por la ley con on previo manda- 
miento judicial por escrito, 6 por el juez en persona cuando en 
ella se comete un delito, 6 se refogfa un delincuente en fragante, 
6 perseguido per aotoridad competente. Los logares publicos, 
como fondas, cafees, botelleriaa, villares, y todos los que nepesi- 
ten licencia del Gobiemo para su establecimiento pueden ser 
▼isitados de dia y de noche, segtm lo exijan el buen orden y el 
aneglo de la policfa. 

Art. 16. Ningun ciudadano puede ser perseguido, preso, 6 
d^tenido en la carcel, u otro Ingar publico, sino en los casos, y 
con la formalidad de proceso, que requieren las leyes. 

Art. 17. Si el hecho que motiva la prision mereciere pena 
corporal, no podr& el preso ser puesto en libertad bajo de fian- 
ta; pero tendr& lagar la fianza cuando solo meresca alguna 
malta pecuniaria, 6 pena correccional que no esceda de an mes 
de arresto. 

Art. 18. Subsistird la libertad de imprenta en los teriainos 
qae ahora se obserra, y bajo las formalidades y penas que pre- 
scriben las leyes ezistentes en este punto, basta que se fonnen y 
publiqoen otras que mejor convengan. 
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Art. 19« For abora, j mientras no se disponga otra coia, 
contioaar&n Ids Ayuntamientos ezistentes, denominandose mu- 
nicipales, j bajo la fonxui de su eleccion, y reoovacion en las 
epocas y partes seiiaUdaa \ pero en cuanto a sus fiuiciones y fa* 
cultades se atendr&n k las que tenian y tienen por las leyes de 
indias, y 4 la policia de los pueblos. 

Art. 20. Los Alcaldes no conocer&n de demandas civiles 
aino hasta en cantidad de cien pesos abajo, y en juido verbal, 
con esta distincion. — Si el interes de la demauda no pasare de 
veinte y cinco pesos, sin bombres buenos ; pero de 25 pesos en 
adelante basta 100 con dos bombres buenos que nombren las 
partes, baciendo sentencia el acuerdo de uno con el Alcalde. Y 
en lo criminal sobre injurias verbales, 6 reales que no traigan 
aparejada ^ena corporal aflictiva, sii^o paramente correccional ^6 
de arresto que no pase de 20 dias, tambien con bombres buenos. 
JSn uno y otro caso la sentencia se estenderd por el Escribano 
en un libro que deber& llevar al intento, y la firmarin el Al- 
calde y bombres bueuos, dandose k la parte que la pidiere, cer- 
tificacion de ella por el Escribano : este libro pasar4 de Alcalde 
en Alcalde, y se conservari en su poder. 

Art. 21. Pueden igualmente los Alcaldes recibir informa- 
ciuncs de testigos para los casos prevenidos en el art.. 9. de este 
regiamento, y para los demas en que verse interes privado, como 
sobre legitimidad de nacimiento, naufragio, muerte, 6 ausencia, 
siempre que la ley no requiera otro medio especial de jus- 
tificacion. 

Art. 22. En todas las ciudades, villas y poblaciones del 
Estado se administrar4 la justicia en primera iostancia en causas 
diviles y criminales, que no sean las contenidas en el articolo 
20 de este reglamento provisorio por un Alcalde mayor, Juez 
letrado, que nombrar4 el Gobiemo, y deber4 residir en la cabe- 
o^rade cada uno de los cinco partidos. 

Art. 23. £1 sali^rio de estos Jueces ser4 por ahora el de mil y 
quinientos pesos pagados por el Estado : tendr4n ademas estos. 
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joeces los derechos de firmas y ocapaciones con arregto k lofl 
anmceles ezisteates, y no podr&n cometer las declaraciones en 
causes civiles y criminates/ sine 4 los Alcaldes municipales de 
los pueblos, 6 Alcaldes mayores de los pariidos, sinriendose de 
eshortos con las inserciones conducentes ; y todos estar&n obli- 
gados k cumplirlos reciprocamente, y k prestarse matao auxilio 
para la buena administracion de justicia. 

Abt. 24. Estos Jueces letrados ser&n remplazados en sus 
funciones en los casos de vacante, muerte, ausencia 6 impedi- 
mento legal, por los Alcaldes rounicipales de los pueblos en 
donde ocurra la vacante, hasta tanto qne, dandose cuenta al 
Gobiemo, hace la proTision ; y ante los mismos Alcaldes pue- 
den S0r demandados en las causas civiles y criminales que ocor- 
ran contra ellos ; en cuyo caso el Alcalde municipal se consul- 
tar&con AsesoT letrado. 

Art. 25. Habr4 un tribunal de apelaciones residente en 
esta capital, adonde las partes puedan elevar sus recursos en lo 
civil, y Jos Jueces las consultas de las sentencias que profieran 
en lo criminal. La denominacion de este tribunal seik por 
ahora la de Corte superior de justieia, y el niimero de jueces de 
que se componga^ sus atribucioxves, salario y orden de proceder 
86 detenuinari k la mayor brevedad posible por otro reglamen- 
to particular. 

Abt. 26. Para la decision de laa causas en lo civil, y la im- 
posicion de las penas en lo criminal, se arreglaran los Jueces 
de primera instancia y los de la Corte superior de justicia k lo 
4ispueSto en las leyes existentes al tieropo de la publicacion de 
la Constitucion politica de la nacion espanola, interin no se for- 
men otras mas an&logas al g^o, educacion y costumbres de los 
ciudadanos del Estado. 

Art. 27. La Intendencia seguiri por ahora separada del 
Gobemador. A ella toca todo lo econ6mico, politico y gober- 
nativo de los ramos de .hacienda, Ja cobranza, raanejo y distri- 
bucion de caudales ; pero las causas y negocios civiles 6 crimi- 
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aftlM^ da contnbttidU* psfo de contiifaaeioiiai y deodas, d«re. 
cfaot ucorpondM 6 de rtvenioii, gmonlidadM, comou^deHiUm 
de empleedos eo el ejercido de trat fimdoiies y demas canat y 
pleitee de que antes cooociaa lee Intemdentes, ae deteiminaite 
em prineim inttancia cb el jnxgado del Alcalde laajOT, y ]ae 
apeJarioaes ixkm k la Cone ai^Miior de jottida para m deciikm 
en Tista y re? uta. 

AnT. 28. Ne ae ]iar4 noredad per ahora^en los impneatos, 
deiec)ioB, rental y contribocioneseatablecidas, siao que se conti- 
nnari sl^>e^oepcion y oobransa, cualqukra que sea sa titulo y 
denoninackm'; pcro el ptodocto de las que estaban desdnadas 
4 loe gastos de la Dtputadoii pionocial entrar& en la tesoreria 
general del £stado. 

Art. 90. Cualquicra deoda que se cootraiga de este dia en 
adelante para sostener la Ubertad € ind^Madeada de lapatria, 
6 para acudir k loe otroe gastos indispensables de la admimstra- 
eion puUica, wtk reconocida como legitima por el Gobierno, y 
todas las rentes del Estado respoosables & su page. En caan- 
to & la ancigua deuda^ contraida por el estinguido gobiemo de 
£spaoa» se estar^ k k) que sobre este punto se resolviere por el 
CoDgieso general de la Unioa ; pero las pensiones asignadas k 
las viadas, padres 6 bijos de los que ban muerto en la guerra de 
la reconqaista, continuar6n satisfadendose, y lomismo & los que 
se bufaieren iautilisado por la misma csusa. 

Abt^ so. Cod preferenda k los demas nnnos de adoBiaia- 
tradon publiea se dedicar& la Junta k la organizadon del siste- 
ma de rentes que paresca mas coafonoe k la situadon del 
pais y de su riquesa territorial, aiendo una de sus primeras 
ataaciones moderar los gastos al minino posible, y cercenar el • 
numero de empleados que no sea el mni precise para el deepa* 
cfao de los negocios. 

AftT. SI. Cuando en la Junta de Gobiemo se trate de aran- 
celes de aduana, de la imposidon de on nnevo derecho, de la 
Qodificacioa de aqn^los que pareacan ezorbitantes y de la 
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ndoecimi 6 auiMiilo de plaiAs en re&lM j ms tii6l4of, 
adstir& el Intendente coa roto colkaaltiiOy pero no iotarveadri 
•n la resolvcion. 

Art. 32. Qaedan desde laego abolidas la. ConfUtudoa 
poUticm de la Monarquia Espaaola, y las lejes, corporacioBas y 
demas etIableeiaueBtM que de ella dimanaii, faera de todo k> 
que va salvado y eaceptuado en eate reglamento proTiiionaly 
6 fle aalTe y esceptie por los demas qua aea precuo farmar an lo 



AaT. SS. Ningna Espanol Emopeo poede obtener en el 
£stado empko de Gobiecao^ de jadkainra, de hacienda, muni- 
cipal, cbil 6 peliticOy cnalquiera que sea aa deoominacion ; para 
los militares de que habla el ait. 10 de este reglameoto, deberi 
antes haber obtaaido la carta de naCaialeaa por los medioa y con 
las foiHiafidadat que qocdan prevenidas. 

AsT« 34k Por ahora, y antra tanto no ae forme un nuevo 
anegla de los caerpoe militares del Estado, haciendo cesar la 
odioaa diatiacion que . faasta abora se ha qaexido sostener antra 
el toldado y el simple cludadano, y que ha sido en todos tiem- 
poa el origen de di^istonea y partidos en el Estado, permane- 
oeflia loa miamoa que hai en la actuaJidad, gobemaodoae por la 
ofdenanaa general 6 loa reglamentoa particalaies de cada uno, 
eacepto el ftiero privativo de los nombrados cuerpos privilegi* 
ados, que ceaard por entero y en todaa aua partea, dependiendo 
ks individttoa de dichoa coerpoa de la joiisdiccbn de la Capi- 
tania general. 

Anv. 85. Laa maqaioaciones, ardides, ptoyectoa, planet 
.de sedicton* los tumultos, motinea, asonadas y alborotoa levan- 
tadoa, 6 de caalqoier modo dirigidos k trastomar el nuOTO ste- 
tama RcpabKcaao, & destroir la libertad ^ independencia de la 
patria, k impedir el curse de las medidas adoptadaa, k torbar 
el soaiego publico, 6 inapirar adhesion k la £spaiia> serdn re- 
putados delitoa de traicion contra el Eatado, ae conocer4 da 
elloa k eatilo miUtar, y se juzgarin en conaejo de gUerra, 



234 NOTES ON HAITI. 

ejecattndofe la pena que Bt imponga 4 los delincuentes dentro 
do- vein te y caatro boras de la notificacion de la sentencia. £n 
eata clase de delitoa so bai fuero privilegiado, ni etpecion qae 
eiima de la autoridad del consejo de guerra. 

Art. so. Lot qae fueren nombrados para cualquier empleo 
del Estado deber&n antes prestar el juramextto si fueren mili- 
tares en roanos del Capitan general 6 Comandante de las armas, 
y nendo civil en las del Gobernador Presidente, bajo esta f6r- 
mala. — ^ Jurais k Dies y por los santos Evangelios de reconocer 
y defender con meatra vida, bacienda y facultades la indepeu- 
dencia y tibertad del Estado de la parte espanola de Haiti, ser 
iiel 4 Gobiemo, guardar su Constitucion, (sifaere Juez, (l otro^ 
Gefe que tenga autoridad, se dir4 y bacer guardar,) obsenrar 
sua leyesy y obedecer 4 las autoridades constituidas ? — Re^ 
8pooder4 el empleado, Sijuro, — Y el que le reciba el juran^to 
]o conminar4 bajo la formula siguiente: Si an h hici^reii 
Dioa 09 ayudCf y »i no, os lo demande, y adenuu scriis regpon-. 
sables al Estado de todo abuso y contravetuion, eon arreglo 6. 
las leyes, 

AaT. 37. Ningun empleado publico podr4 ser depuesto da 
su empleo sin el debido conocimiento de causa, y por escesos y 
abusos que determine la ley % pero todos son responsables con 
su persona, empleo y bienes en los casos de resultar convencidos 
judicialmente de contravencion 4 sus deberes. 

Art. 38. Si en el ejercicio de las funciones del empleo 
ocurrieren dudas 4 los funcionarios publicos, ya sea soibre la 
iuteligencia de alguno de los articulos de este reglamento pro* 
visional, 6 de cualquiera otra ley de las que deben regir por 
ahora en el Estado, har4n la propuesta y consul ta 4 la Junta 
por medio del Gobernador politico, y por el mismo conducto 
se le comunicar4 la resolucion. 

Art. 39. Que se publique, imprima y circnle 4 la mayor 
breyedad posible para su observancia y puntual cumplimiento en 
todo el Estado, conser?andose esta acta original eh el arcbivo 
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de la sala municipal para su constancia y perpetua memoria cti 
los anales de la Isla de Haiti en la parte espanola ; y la firman 
los ciodadanos que componen esta Junta provinonal de Gobi- 
emo. Dada en la sala municipal de la chidad de Santo Do* 
mingo, capital del Estado independiente de Haiti Bspanol, 4 
primero de Diciembre de mil ochocientos veinte y uno, ano pri- 
mero de la Independencia. — Manuel Caratajal — Jt$i NuAez 
de Caeeres — Juan Vicente Moscoso— Antonio Martinez Valdes 
— L, Juan Nepomuceno de Arredondo^Juan Ruiz — Vicente 
Mancebo— Manuel Lopez de Umeres, secretario. 

Note (L.) — ^The following proclamation details all the pro- 
ceedings :— 

USBRTAD. IGUALDAD. 

REPUBLTCA DE HAITI. 

FIELES DOMINXCANOS Y AMADOS COMPATRIOTAS ! 

No 86 me ocultan los cargos y reacriminaciones que los mal- 
contentos preparan, y aun ban comenzado ya 4 vomitar contra 
mi conducta por los sucesos y consecuencias de nuestro cambio 
politico^ ejecutado el 1 de Diciembre ultimo con el buen orden 
que todos ban esperimentado : yo respondo que los movimien- 
tos de la independencia comenzaron el 8 de Noviembre en La* 
jabon, en Beler y Monte Cristi, y que la capital no hizo otra 
cosa que salirles al encuentro con las puras y leales intencipnes 
de conjarar la nueva furiosa tempescad, que revent6 en aquellos 
lugares, y que en breve se bubiera propagado hasta Uegar k nos- 
otros, tal vez mucho raas cargada de funestos materiales reco- 
gidos en su transito : yo respondo en fin con el testo de la nota 
oficial con que el Escelentisimo Seilor Presidente de la Repub- 
lica de Haiti ba contestado k las mias de 19 de Diciembre y 
5 de este mes : nada os oculto, porque bace tiempo que debeis 
haber conocido la franqueza de mi procedimiento en las fun- 
ciones del ministerio publico : leed esta pieza con la meditacion 
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que deba insplniot el intoet de TiiMtio ftitiiio bieiieftar ;' j 

despues condenadmc 

Likerimd — IgutMai-^ ReptAUem de HaUi -- Jam Pedn 
BayiTf Preridemte de Hmitif al ewdedno Jo§i Nufiez de CdcereWf 
Gefe peUiieo de Santo D&mmgo, 

Ciudaduio — Ayer he recibido la Toestm del 6 de lot oGrri- 
•ntet con el docuttento que la acompaiiaba. Como el bien de 
ni pais ea el objoto de mis cuidados, voi k entrar con tos fxan- 
canente en todai laa esplicacionea qne reqoiere la situacion en 
que ae halla al pieaente la parte del Eate de Haiti. Si la ver- 
dad que me dirige puede ser apreciada per los que estan k la 
cabeaa de los negodoa en Santo Domingo, y si el t^rmino de 
aas solicitadea no ea otro que el de la perfecta regeneracion de 
eata parte de la Isla, auraergida hace mucho tiempo en la hu- 
millacion y la miseria, eata regeneracion se efectuar& tan pronta 
como pacificaroente, k aatiafaccion de caantos tlenen enella 
un xnteres real. 

Deade la promulgacion de la independencia jamas se jia tra- 

tado de dividir la Isla : toda su esteruum, comprendiendo las isias 

' adyacentet, forma el territorio de laRepubUca; aai lo determina 

el articulo 40, titolo 2, de nueatra Constitucion, tan general- 

mente conocida en todo el orbe. 

' La RepubUea e$ una i indivitiblef (articulo 41.) He aqiii lo 
que eatableciendo la garantia de la independencia, impone tain- 
bien laa obligaciones que no estd en mi mano derogar sin ha- 
cerme culpable, tanto para con la presente poblacion, como para 
con su maa antiguada poateridad. 

Eate es el memento de preguntarse, por qu6 la parte del Este 
no ha aide reanida k la Kepublica deade la promulgacion del 
acto constitucional ? — Porqoe loa nuevos establecimientoa no 
pueden Ilegar k au punto de perfeccion aino despues de haber 
paaado por la bilera de desgraciaa y cat&strofea, que muchas 
vecea acarrean la deatraccion de la empreaa ; y cuando no su- 
cede aai, ea precise con todo que una larga esperiencia, fruto del 
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solo tiempo, TengA 6 prestar su muxiUo para alcansar el fin pro- 
pQ^to. £0to es lo que ba sacedido en la Republica. Su hii<« 
toria de diez y ocbo anos atr^s, nadie la ignora, y poi^ tanto ea 
inntU estenderse aobre ella. 

Las calamidades snfindas per nuestro Gobiemo aon las qae le' 

ban impedido 4 pensar antes en la reunion de todo el territorio ; 

porque aonqae el vecindario de la parte oriental gemia entoncea 

bajo el peso de las preocupadones y privaciqiiesy se baliaba sin 

en^argo tranqnilo, y bubiera aido inbumano, en aquella epoca, 

esponerlo k los borrores de la gnerra dvil, caando no se estaba 

en diapoaicion de reunir todas las voluntadea acia al mismo cen- 

^ro, Los sentimieatos de igeneTOsidad ^ron igualmente ios 

qtie-se oposieroa k que mi piedecesor diese k los que solicita- 

ban ios inedios de sacudir el yago de la Antigna inetr6poli, coma 

lo bizo con socurros de annas y municiones k favor de D. Juan 

Saacbes de Raaures, cuando la geanalidad de.sus conciudada- 

nes Tesolvi6 e^pulsar k los que por tratados babiao obtenuio la 

posesion del pais : y declare, que el estar pmetratado de los 

asismos sentimientos, es lo que me ba eonducido k negarme 

constantemente k proteger los divetsoe partidos que me ban 

nanifestado la intencion de emprender el trastomo de toda do- 

minacioQ estrangera. 

Eaemigo del desorden y del derrainamiento de sangre, estaiba 
flecidido k nnnca dar asLstencia alguna parcial k los cindadanos 
deLEste, convencido que no estaba lejos el tiempo en qoe yo 
podria obrar alli una revolucion del todo moral, que raodando 
la de^raciaifak situacion en que se hallabao, bubiera al fia colo- 
cado sin choques, sin violencia, k mis compatriotas de la parte 
Oriental bajo la proteccion tutelar de las ieyes de la Republics. 
£ste tiempo estaba indicado por la pacificacion del Norte. Yo 
recibi enviados de la parte de Santiago, de la de San Juan y aun 
de Santo Domingo, que me aseguraron de su Tolontad. 4 goser 
de lAs ventajas de nuestras iastituciones ; paia no esponerlos 4 
las calamidades inevitables de un cambio de estado, eperad* 
por la via de las armas, acoasej^ aueYaaMate 4- todos la pacien^ 
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cia, J me determine por ultimo & dar on paao ostensible acia 
el pueblo, hadendo saber al Bxigadier-General Pascaal Real 
mis inteDcioiies, y lo que la prudencia y humanidad dob pre- 
scribian & uno y otro. Con este objeto fa6 que en^ik la mision 
de que era Gefe el Coronal Fremont, que entr6 4 su llegada 
4 Santo Domingo el cambio acaecido el fniroero de Diciembre 
ultimo. 

A penas te babi^ tenido conocimiento de los actos publicados 
en Santo Domingo, que me fueron trahidos por los mismos to- 
cinos del interior, pi'utestandome que si ellos habian demostra- 
do algun entusiasmo con la nueva de aquella mudanza, era 
porque creian que conforme al acto constitudonal, la indivisi- 
bilidad del Gobiemo de Haiti era la esencial condicion de »u 
resolucioD. No me cans^ de exhortarlos 4 la modetacion, y 
esper^ para determinarme el regreso de mis enviados. 

Lleg6 el Coronel Fremont y me entreg6 vuestro pliego, se- 
cbado del 19 de Diciembre. Me felicit6 de que no hubiera cor- 
rido sangce en el acontecimiento del I del mismo : roe llen6 
de estimacion para con todos aquellos que babian impedido su 
efusion ; pero deplor6 el error que habi^ dictado la coordina- 
cion de un gobiemo separado de el que ya estaba establecidp 
por la ley fundamental del Estado, y que se declaraba deber 
hacer parte de la Kepublica de Colombia. Inclinado siempre 
& la indulgencia, y k juzgar los borobres por la pureza de mis 
principios, be pensado que ios' que habian dirigido el cambio 
del dia 1 podian haberse equivocado en la eleccion de los me- 
dios y aun haber sido dominados por circunstancias que yo 
ignoraba, y concluf que si era asi pronto voWerian de su error, 
porque necesariamente el pueblo, mas desengafiado, se daria k 
entender. No fu6 precise mucho para ver realizado mi modo 
de pensar, y vos debeis conocer que no roe be enganado. Los 
que se ban declarado enarbolando el pabellon Haitiano ban be- 
cbo, pues, su deber, ban conocido sus verdaderes intereses y se 
ban puesto 4 salvo de todo acaecimento molesto. 
Vos teneis, ciudadano, deroasiada penetracion para baber 
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eonfundido el primer entasiasroo del pueblo al ver desaparecer 
el pabellon de la Espana con los aentimientoB de sa voluntad, 
manifestados hoi, esto es, de rivit bajo las mismaa leyes qae el 

re9to de los Haitianos. 

« 

No hai para que hacerse ilusion : dos Estados aeparados no 
paeden exist! r ni mantenerse independientes uno del otro en la 
isla en que hemos nacido ; aun cuando el acto constitocional de 
Haiti no hubiera ya decidido la cuestion da su indivisibilidad, 
la razon y la conservacion de todos sus habitantes la hubieran 
ezigido imperiosamenfte : bastard interesarse de buena f€ en la 
proaperidad de esta isla para convenir en esta verdad : porque 
para ser efectivamente independiente, es necesario poseer en au 
seno los medios de, defender esta independencia. La Republica, 
me atrevo k decir, ha adqoirido despnes de muchas borrascas to- 
dos estos medios, y puede ballar en ella misroa los elementos 
necesarios 4 la conservacion de su libertad € independencia. 

Como mis deberes estan trazados, debo sostener k todos los 
ciudadanos de la Republica. Los vecinos de Lajavon, Monte- 
cristi, Santiago, Pto. de Plata, las Caobas, las Matas, San 
Juan, Neyya, Azua, la Vega, &c. &c., ban recibido mis ordenes 
y las obedecen. Yo voi k hacer la visita de toda la parte del 
Este con fuerzas imponentes, no como conquistador (no quiera 
Dios que este titulo se acerqae jamas k ml pensamiento), sino 
como pacificador y conciliador de todos los intereses en ar- 
monia con las leyes del Estado. 

No espero encontrar por todas partes sino hermanos, amigos, 
hijos que abrazar. No hay obstaculo que sea capaz de detenerme : 
cada uno puede estar tranquilo por su seguridad personal, y la 
de sus propiedades. £n cuanto k vos, ciudadano, que creo 
estais aniroado, como me lo significais, del solo interes de la 
patria, abrid vuestro corazon al gozo, k la t:onfianza, porque la 
independencia de Haiti s^tk indestructible por la fusion de 
todos los corazones en un solo y mismo todo. Os asegurar^is 
de los derechos k mi estimacion, os conservar^is titulos pre- 
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ciosofl para con todos vaestroB condudadanos enarbolando eu 
Saato Domingo desde el redbo de la presente el 4Bico pabellon 
que conviene 4 la ezistencia de loa Haidaaos, que es el de la 
Repubiica. Espero ^ue vuestra contestacioD, q«e no debe 
tardar en Uegaf 4 mis nianot, ser4 cmdorme 4 lo que oa impone 
J exige el soelo que os ba viato nacer. 

Tengo el honor, ciudadano, de aaladaros con ona diatiBguida 
coRsideracion — Finnado— Boyer — Ptdado Ntteionml de Puen0 
Principe^ ii de Enero de 1822. Aao 19 de U Independeiuia de 
HaUL" 

Enterados yti de la resolucion de S. £. el Fresidente de Hay d, 
nada nie queda que recomendaros por lo tocante k la docilidad, 
y sentiroientos pacificoa cun que debeis aguardar an llegada, 
pues segun ofrece viene coroo padre, amigo y hermano 4 abra- 
sarlos 4 todos y reanirlos bajo la egida tutelar de una aola con- 
adtucion : convida con la paz, y debemos todos corresponderle 
coci la anion : creed que esta es la uldma escena que debe re- 
presentaree sobre el teatro polidco de nuestra isia ; an CAelo 
quedar4 despejado de nubes tempestuosas, y va 4 comenaar 
para vosotros la dicbosa epoca de vuestra seguridad y pronto 
alivio de las pasadas miserias : las ventajas y comodidades que 
disfrutan nuestros coropatriotas de la parte OcddentaU vienen 
4 buscaros : abrid vuestro corazon y dad en 61 lugn: 4 la con- 
fiaoza de la mano generosa que os las brioda. Bevestios de fir- 
meza para no esc u char los ecos de las antiguas preocapacionea, 
y presentad al mundo politico el dechado de un pueblo amaes- 
trado en las vicisitades y mutaciones de gobiemo, y que por lo 
tanto sabe acomodarse 4 sus diferentes formas. Todos son boe- 
nos si se goza en elios de loa derechos iinprescriptiblea de la 
naturaleza, libertad, igualdad, ^eguridad personal, paz .sod- 
able, y yo 08 anuncio que- de todos ellos disfratar^is con abon- 
dancia bajo |a constitucion y leyes de la lUpnblica de Haiti.— 
Santo Domingo, 19 de Enero de 1822. 

Joatt' Nunez lut Caqk^ws. 
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' NOTB M. 

Libertad, JguoMad^ 

REPUBLICA DE HAYTI. 

PROCLAUA AL PUEBLO, 

JUAN PEDRO BOYER, PRESIDENT DE HAITI. 

Haytianos. — El pabelloa nacional flota aobre todos loi 
puntos de la Isla que habitamos ! Sobre este suelo de libertad 
ya no hay esclavos, y no formanios todos sine una sola familia, 
Guyos inierobros estan unidos para siempre entre si por una 
▼olantad simult&nea, que diniana de la concordancia de los 
mismos intereses ; y asi esian en su entera ejecucion los arti- 
colos 40 y 41 de nuestra Consdtucion. 

La reunion de los bijos de Haiti comenzada k obrarse de nn 
modo definitivo hace tres anos, y que se halla concluida por mi 
entrada en Santo Domingo, k nadie bii costado lagrimas ^ Quien 
desconocer^, en esta -feliz revolucion, el poder de Dios que 
arregla los destinos de los pueblos ? — Despues de haber estado 
separados, que digo, opuestos los unos de los ostros por la poli- 
tica de los enemigos de nuestros derechos, despues de muchos 
anos de acervos dolores y guerras, su .mano nos une y derrama 
en nuestros corazones el balsamo saludable de la amistad v de 
la Concordia. Tributemosle acciones de gracias, Compatriotas 
mios, por la proteccion singular que no hacesado de dispen- 
sarnos, y hagamonos dignos cada Tez mas de tantos beneficios 
por nuestra fidelidad al juramento que hemos prestado de viver 
siempre unidos, libres 6 independientes. 

Mas para hacer durable la obra de nuestra reunion y conso- 
lidar la independencia de nuestro pais, es necesario tomar en lo 
pasado lecciones de esperiencia que os ensenen k evitar los 
escollos que no habeis supi?rado sino por un valor y Iieroicos 
sacrificios ; sabedoras por veinte y cinco anos de ricisitudes de 

VOL. II. L 
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que las virtades priTadas y pablicas del buen ciudadano, del 
patrioU seloBO, fonnam el cimlento que debe conserTar da 
alteracion el edificio que habeis levantado para asegurar la 
ezistencia de vuestra posterldad -, que vuestro amor i la Re- 
publican vuestro respeto k las leyes, Tuestra obediencia k los ina- 
giatrados que son sus 6rganos, sean constantemente la replica 
victoiioaa que podaraos opener 4 los sofismas de nuestros de- 
tractores, y la juatificacion de los fi)4ntropos que ban defenctido 
y defienden todavia nuestra causa. ' 

Poseedorea de un sueio de maravillosa fecundidad, vnestra 
induatria agricola, al paso que reciba el vuelo que necesita, 
abririi vastos canales 6 las espcculaciones del comercio estran- 
gero, le asegurar4 resuitados Incrativos, y aumentara de este 
modoi tanto vuestros recursos, como las utilidades de las naci- 
ones que ban solicitado y entretenido relaciones con nosotros t 
k aquella que m«jor sepa prestar honienage k nuestros principios 
es k la que conceder^mos por inclinacion natural la facultad de 
Bubventr con mas amplitud k nuestro consumo, y comprar la 
mayor parte de las ricas producciones de nuestro territorio. 

Ciudadanos, vos que fuisteis las priroeras columnas con que 
el inmortal Fetion erigi6 la Republica, considerad al presence 
el espacio inmenso que habeis andado desde el dia en que, 
abjurando la dominacion estrangera, determinasteis no volver d 
sufrirla, basta el en que os veis llegados. Contemplad sin 
orgullo el triunfo de Tuestros esfuerzos y de vuestra perseve- 
rancia: siempre fuisteis dociles k la voz de vuestro gefe y dis- 
puestos k sacrificarlo lodo k la patria ; continuad mostrandoos 
dignos de lo que habeis sido. 

Y vos, ciudadanos de la parte del Este, vos habeis sido des- 
graciados por largo tiempo: leyes arbitrarias yjprohibitivas os 
han obligado k vivir en medio de las privaciones y del atorfola- 
miento ; con todo babia combatido para recobrar vuestros dere- 
cIloB ; peio los que estaban encargados de dirigiros os volvieron 



APPENDl^t 243 

4 poner bajo la dependeocia de la roetr^poli que o§ habia lept* 
lido de su seno traficando con ▼o^stra suruiflion. Al fi& os 
babeis ,moyido espootaneamentej babels querido sex libres y 
Haidanoa como nosotros, y \o habeis conieguido : olvidad pues 
▼uestza antigua condicion, para no pensar sino en la de que vais 
k gosBar; abrid vaestros corazones k la alegria : vuestra con- 
fianza en el Gobiemo no aerk enganada : 6ste se ocupar4 del 
cuidado de carar las profandas llegas qae fia formado en tObo- 
tros un sistema antiliberal : que en adelante no halla nnblados 
que obscurezcan los hermosos dias que van k der luz 4 la pataria. 

Haitianos, j en vano^ pietenderian nuestros enemigos alar- 
mar las potencias estrangeras sobre la reunion de todo nuestro 
territorio ! Los principios establecidos por los articulos 40 jr 41 
de nuestra Constitucion, que nos den el oc6aDO por liinite, son 
tan generalmente conocidos, como los designados en el art. 5 
del roismo acto^ j por los cuales nos hemos obligado k no hacer 
amas empresa alguna tendente k turbar la paz ,de nuestsos 
vicinos. 

Pueblo agricultor j gaerrero, los Haitianos solo se ocupar4n 
de los intereses de su .patria ', no se senriran de sus annas sino 
para defender su independencia nacional, si se tuviese la lojus- 
ticia de atacarlo ; sienipre generosos, siempre coiopasivos, con- 
tinuarin obrando con buena f6 con los estrangeros qae viviendo 
entre ellos respetaren las leyes del pais. 

Mr destine. era sin duda el instramento de que debia senrirso 
la.Divinidad para bacer triunfar nuestra s^rada causa: solo 4 
su proteccion es que atribujo los sucesos que ban acompanado 
mi administracion desde que se puaieron en mis manos las 
nendaft del Estado. He hecbo constantemente cuanto ba de- 
pendido de mi para merecerla ; mis dias 8er4n consagrados 
igualmente 4 ^enar religiosaroente las obligaciones que me 
imponen la gloria y la prosperidad de Haiti. Yo tengo el 
derecbo de contar con la cooperacion de todos mis conciudada 
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nos y conUr^ con elU pan elerir U nacioo al nngo que debe 
•coptr CB el monilo cintindo. 

Viva la Independenda ! Yiva la liberfad ! Viva la 
Republica ! 

BOTEB. 

For orden del Preaidente el Secretario Geneialy 

B. Inginac. 
Dado en el Palacio nacional de Santo Domingo & 9 de Fe- 
brero de 1822. Ano 19 de la Independencia de Haiti. 

Note (N). Tbe report of tbe committee on the privileges 
of the Spanish Haitiaoa is so very fall and technical, that I have 
preferred giving the abstract in the text to swelling this 
Appendix beyond its proper length. 

Note (O). 
ORDONNANCE DU ROI DE FRANCE. 

Paris, 17 Avril, 1825. . 

CHARLES, par la grace de Dien, Roi de France et de 
Navarre, a tons ceux qne ces pr^sentes verront, saint : va les 
Articles 14 et 73 de la Chartre ; voalant ponrvoir a ce que 
r6ellement Tinter^t do commerce Francois, les malheors des 
anciens colons de St. Domingue, et F^tat pr^caire des habitans 
de cette Isle ; noos avons ordonn^ et ordonnons ce qui suit : 

Art. 1. Les ports de la partie Fran9oi8e de St. Domingue 
seront ouverts an commerce de toutes les nations; les droits 
per9as dans ces ports tant 4 Tente^e qn'a la sottie seront ^ganx 
et uniforroes pour tons les pavilions, except^ le pavilion Fran- 
cois, en favour duquel les droits seront r^duits de moiti6. 

Art. 2. Les habitans actuels de la partie Fran^oiseMe St. 
Domingue verseront k la caisse (g^n^rale) des d6p6ts et con- 
signations de France en cinq terns 6gaux d*ann6e en ann^, le 
premier ^ch^ant an trente~et-un D6cembre 1825, la somme de 
cent-cinquante millions de francs, destines a dedommager Its 
anciens colons, qui demanderont une indemnity. 
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AnT. 3. Noas conc^dona, a ces oooditions, par la pr^sente 
vrdonoance, aux babitang actaels de la partie FranfMse de St. 
Domingue, rind^pendanoe pleine et entiere de leur gooveme- 
ment. 

£t sera la pr^sente ordonnance scell^e da grand sceau. 
Donn6 a Paris, au chllteau des Tnileries, le- 17 Avril, Tan d« 
Gr&ce 1825, et de notre regne le premier. 

(Sign^) Cbarles. 

Par le Roi: 
Le Pair de France, MinUtze, Secretaire d'£tat au D6parte- 
ment de la Mariae et dea Colonies, 

(Sign6) CoMTB DB Chabrac. 

Vu au Sceau: — Le Garde des Sceaux, Miaistre, Secretaire 
d'£tat au D^partement de la Justice, 

(Sign^) . CoMTB DB Pbtronnet* 
Visa : — Le Pv^aident du Conseil de Miniatres, 

(SigD^) Jh. DB ViLLELE. 

. Note (P).— In the preceding note the ordonnance of the 
King of France is given. On exammation of this document, it 
will be seen that the recognition is expressly limited to the^ 
French part of the island. I have been assured, on excellent 
autUority, that the cabinet of the Tuilleries urged in vain the 
court of Madrid to join io the recognition of tlie independence 
•f the entire island. While these sheets were passing through 
"the press, the newspapers have annoonced the arrival of a 
Spanish negotiator at Port-au-Prince, in a large fiigate. It is 
not at all improbable that this mission is intimately connected 
with this subject. It is very certain that Spain, which resists 
with such perseverance to recognise the independence of the 
Continental States of America, is the last power in the world 
from which a speedy surrender, even of absolute rights, ought to* 
he expected* 
VoTB (Q). *' D^clarons leurs affranehissemens faits dans not 
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tiet, leiir tenir lieu de Mdisance dans not $le0, eC les esclaves 
•ftvnchb n'avoir befwn de nos lettrn de naturalit^, poor 
jovir del avantagee d« aos sirjets natatels dans nos royaames, 
terres et pays de notre ob^ssaoce, encore qu'Us soient n^s daiis 
lea paytf ^trangera."~-ilW. 67. Code Noir, 

Note (E).— No. U 

The gentleman alluded to in the text is Joseph Arnould, M.D. 

of Camberwell, to vhose friendship I owe the full coiumuni- 

<;ation8 that futlow. 

Playford-Hall, Attguat IS, 1828. 

• I now send yoo, in eonteqoeace of yonr letter, (for Mr. 
Mackenaie's perusal and acceptance,) ail that I can collect, both 
from mimuteM and memory, relfCtlTe to the late unfortunate 
Og)^, and &nt aa t9my Imowledgg qf him at Paris: 

/V^hen I waa at Paris in the ye^ 1789, I dined occasion- 
ally with General Lafayette. It happened on one of these 
oocaiions, that the depoties of cohniVy who had then jnst ar- 
rived from St. Domingo^ had beext inviied to dine there also. 
Of conrto we met {witli about fifty others) in the san^e room. 
The general introduced me to theni^ and when we took onr 
•eattatthe dinner table, he placed me between two of theiuy 
Moni. Raymond, a mild gentlemanlike man, and another, 
#hoae name I have forgotten. In the course of conversation I 
learnt their errand, and they leant mine, which was simply to 
get the anbject of the Havt'trttde intntdvced inio the Nattonal 
AasemMff, if possible, whUe IwasaiPafis, Thia firat interview 
was purely accidental. 

In the course of three or four days Biqfroond, Og6, and tim 
four othdrS) called upon mti at my hoteh It was a mere visit of 
compliment, in eonfceqtience of having dined together at Gene- ' 
ral Lafayette's. I wished to return the compliment, but was 
prevented in consequence of not knowing, their address. I was 
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told that they did not lodge together, btit had separate lodgingi 
of their own in different streets. 

In about a week after this a mere accident broogfat 110 
together again. They were going in a body (six of them) to 
consult their advocate, M onsr. Jollie ; and it so happened that 
in their way thither they passed near the street in which I li?ed. 
At this moment one of them proposed calling upon me, and the 
rest agreed. They came, they said, to inform me that they had 
been admitted the day hefore into the body of the National As- 
sembly to prefer their claims, and that the president bad assured 
them they might take courage ; for that the assembly knew no 
distinction between whites and blacks, but considered all men 
as having equal rights. They hoped soon to be admitted there 
as deputies. They did not stay more than ten minntes with me, 
and then left me, apparently all of them in high spirits. 

At another time I received a message from Mons. Ray- 
mond to say, that^e had something to comftinnicate to me, and 
that he would bring one or two of his friends with hira to see 
me, if it were agreeable. They came accordingly. He then 
said that the liberal speech of the president of the Assembly, 
wl:ich had given them last week so much pleasare, had called 
forth an host of the bitterest enemies against them. The white 
planters resident in France, and the irAtfeplanfortosuaUy resi- 
dent in the colonies, but then at PariSy supposing that they, 
the deputies, (who had slaves' blood in their veins,) were to 
have a seat in the assembly, and equal rights and privileges with 
themselves, had been worked up by that speech to a feeling 
bordering upon madness. They held nightly meetings ; they 
had sent to them (the deputies) anonymous letters, threatening 
their assassination, if they persisted in their claims. They said 
"too, that thev had reason to think that these white colonists bad 
a design upon my life also, and they wished to put me upon my 
guard. I replied that I had received letters to the same pur- 
port, but that I should still go on as before. I had determined 
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however, by way of precaution, to change my hotel, aud to go 
to another, to be near to General Lafayette fbr protection, and 
not to stir out at nigh^ 

I saw nothing more of the deputies for a fortnight, when they 
proposed a viait, to which I immediately assented. All the six 
were present. They complained bitterly of the white colonibts in 
Paris* Some of these, whose faces they had before seen at the 
Cape, had insulted them, and particularly Og^, in the streets ; 
but what was worse than all, they had spread terror among ma- 
ny of the members of the Assembly, so as to make them believe 
that the we^are of the mother country would be endangered by 
hewrvng thiir clainu : they appeared to be quite disheartened. 
They were now sore that they should not be able to make head 
against theur intrigues. l)ay after day had been fixed for the . 
hearing of their cause— -day after day it had been deferred. ' 
They were now weary with waiting. Og^ could not contain 
himself, but broke out with great warmth : — ** 1 begin, '^'^sajjsbit, . 
*' not to care whether the National Assembly will admit us or 
not. But let it beware of the consequences. We wiU no 
longer continue to be held in a degraded light. Despatches 
shall go directly to St. Domingo, and we will soon follow them. 
We can produce as good soldiers upon our estates as those in 
France. Our own arms shall make us respectable and inde- 
pendent. If we are once fonced to desperate measures, it ^'ill 
he in vain that thousands will be sent across the Atlantic to 
bring us back to our former state."/ On hearing this 1 entreated 
the deputies to wait with patience. I observed to them» " that 
in a great revolution like that of France, the Assembly would 
have a thousand things to attend to at home before tliey could 
thi^k of any thing abroad. France would ^r«^ take oare of her- 
#«(/*— she would then^ I had no doubt, extend her care to the 
eolonies. Was it not reasonable to conclude that this would be 
the case, when they, the deputies, knew that they had almost 
all the first men in the assembly, such as the Due de Kocbe* 
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Tancaulty Lafayette, Mirabeau, Gregoire, and others, in their 
favour?" I entreated them therefore to wait paticntiy, at 
well as upon another coosideration, which was, that by an 
imprudent conduct, they might not only ruin their otcn cause in 
France^ but bring indescribable misery upon their native land. 
They all seemed to listen to what I said except Og6, whose 
mind seemed to have been so violently stirred up, that its emo- 

I 

tions, like the waves of the sea after a storm, could not be 
stopped at once. This was the last time I ever saw all the 
deputies together. 

I began now to think of returning to England, and concluded 
at length that my stay in Paris should not exceed another week. 
Duriug this time I fell in with Og^ in one of the streets. He 
seemed to be very gloomy. He revived the subject spoken of 
at our last meeting, namely, the wicked and barbarous conduct 
of the white planters at Paris towards the deputies, but more 
particularly towards himself. We exchanged, however, but 
few words ; for I told him that I was going by appointment to 
see a friend, and that I should be too late if I stopped longer. 

I met him again by accident as I was walking in the garden 
of the Thuilleries. We stopped and talked. He appeared to 
me to be in an agitated state of mind. He said that the cruel 
treatment of the deputies of coloiir by the white colonists at 
Paris was not to be borne. From the white colonists at Paris be 
then went to the white colonists at St. Dominsro. He said that 
the people of colour there were men of property as well as 
these — that they were men of education as well as these — that 
they had mind and intellect as well as these— that they had 
souls as magnanimous and courageous as these. He Was going 
on, when I beseeched him to be more tranquil ; and to pacify 
him, I told him that if he and his colleagues would call upon 
me in the evening I would be at home to receive them. 

At the time appointed Og^ and three others came to me ; the 
other two were indisposed. They seemed now, all ot them, to 
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have caaglkt tlie infection, ff»r tbey all complained Sictferly. I 
heud what they had to aaj most pati«nify, and toU them tigusA 
nnd again that I sympatbieed with Chem in their dl9tt«8§. After 
Bome farther conversation I bad thetn adieu, aa I was to lesre 
Paris in two days ; and recommended to them, in the mdPt ear- 
nest and impressive manner I could, moderation aftd forhear- 
ance as the beat legacy I could leave them ; and I entreafed 
them rather to give up theh s^ats ih th« assembly than to canry 
their anger borne ; for that with patieilce tb* ir cause would ulti* 
mately triumph. They replied, that I had preficribed to them a 
most difficult task, but that they would endeavour to follow my 
■advice. There was, however, evidently a spirit of dissatis^- 
tion in their countenances, which nothing but a redress of their 
grievances could subdue ; and it appeared clesr to me, that if 
the white colonists should persevere in their intrigues, and the 
National Assembly in delay, afire might be lighted op in St. Do* 
mingo which could not easily be extingofshed. Tiiis was aU 
that ever passed between me and the deputies of colour at Pa- 
ris, either^in my conversation with them as individuals or as a 
collective body. I may add, that I had no particular intimacy 
with any of them — that I never paid a visit to any of them — ^in 
fiiCt, that I never knew where any of them lodged. 

I intend to continue my account as soon as I can get an op« 
portnnity. You will of course preserve this letter fbr Mr. 
Mackenzie ; but you need not acknowledgis the receipt of it. 

I am, dear Sir, your's truly, 

Thomas Clarkson. 
No. 2. , 

Playford-Hall, August 15, 1828. 
Bear Sir, 

I sent you on Wednesday last (for Mr* Mackeneie) an ac- 
count of my knowledge of Og6, as far as it went, during my 
residence in France. I now Send you an account of ray know- 
ledge of him, as far as it goes, during his residence in England. 
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1 left Paris, to the best of mj recollection , about the latter 
end of December 1769. In about three or four months after 
this, say somewhere in April IT90» when I was in London, I 
received a letter &om Og6at Paris (the first thai ftud ererpMted 
between us), stating that he was coming to £ngland for a week 
or two^ and that he would then take an opportunity of calling 
upon me. I was then at lodgings in Frith-street, and he had 
' contrived some bow or other to fiiiS out my address. This in- 
telligence gate me great uneasmesi ; for the errand of the depu- 
ties of colour to France was as odious to the slave-merchants 
and planters of England, as it weis to the white colonists at Parrs, 
and I trembled therefore at the thought of being seen in com- 
pany with Ogk in London, lest it should do a serious injury to 
our cause. I communicated the news to Mr. Wilberforce, who 
thought exactly as I did upon the subject, and who declared 
that he would never see him, if he came, and forbad me there- 
fore to bring him to his house. I began then to deliberate 
whether I ought not try to find out some reason for preventing 
his coming, and to write to him to that effect ; but be gave me 
no time to do this : for one morning, about four dajs after the 
receipt of his letter, while I was at breakfast, and while I was 
considering what I should write to him, to induce him to put eS 
his journey, he came into my room. I received him, I believe, 
with all the civility due to his situation ', but I questioned him 
closely as to Ids motive for coming to England, when he in- 
formed me that his object was to go to the United States, where 
he had friends, and that there were more and better opportu- 
nities of getting thither from the ports of England than from 
those of France. After having breakfasted with me, he left me 
to go to his inn, and to inquure whether any vessels in the 
Thames were going to the American ports. 

In about three days after this a letter came directed to him 
at my lodgings with the Paris post-mark upon it. I had not 
-seen him during this time, and not knowing where his inn was. 



252 NOTES ON HAITI. 

I knew not where to send it. When he came the Deit time, be 
told me that he had been in search of a yessel from day to 
day> and that he thought he had found'one. I then gave him his 
letter. He opened it immediately and read it, and appeared 
much affected by it. I asked him if he had received any bad 
news. He then gave me the letter to read. It was from one 
of his colleagues. It stated that " he had received letters 
from St. Domingo, and that not only no remittances had come, 
but that none were likely to come for some weeks, and that 
he (Og^) had but just got out of Paris in time, for that his cre- 
ditors were in his lodging the very day after bis departure ; 
and they were desperately incensed against him." It was 
clear to me, after having read this letter, what was Og^*8 de- 
sign in coming to England. He came in fact to England be- 
cause he had neither mtmey nor credit to convey him to Nantes 
or Havre, and from thence to an American port ; and because 
he could no longer stsy in Paris without getting into jail ; and 
as a msn on the point of drowning catches at a straw, so 
he thought there might possibly be a chance of surmounting 
his diiEculties by throwing himself upon me in London, the 
only person he knew there, and that he preferred this measure, 
however degrading it might be, to the certainty of lingering for 
an unknown time in a French prison. As these were my senti- 
n|ents after reading the letter, I communicated them to him 
frankly ; when he confessed that he had never had any inten- 
tion of coming to England at all, but that circumstances forced 
him ; aol he hoped that I would advance him a little money 
to enable him to get to the United States. He had then twenty 
louis d*ors left, and a small sum in addition would be sufficient. 
He would go even as a steerage passenger : be would submit 
to any thing to get clear of Europe. In answer to this I made 
him no promises, but asked him to dine with me the next day, 
when we would talk the matter over. 
The moment he left me, I began to think most seriously of 
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bis sitoation as well as my own ; and io a few minutes the case 
appeared to me to be so plain, that I was no longer at a loss 
how to act on the occasion. Considering that the longer he 
staid in London the more his pecuniary means would be ex- 
hausted, and that ultimately some one must come forward to 
help him, or he would get into an English jail, and that no 
person in England knew him but myself ; and considering again, 
that the longer he staid in London, the greater chance there 
was that his acquaintance with me might become known, by 
which the great cause then in my hands might be materially • 
injured, I thought it a matter of common prudence (putting 
humanity out of the question) to say that I would accede to his 
request provided matters could be arranged upon a frugal scale ; 
and accordingly, when he dined with me the next day, I un- 
bosomed myself to him in the most frank manner on the sub- 
ject. I was pleased to find that he accommodated himself to 
my views ; for that he desired only to be enabled to set his 
foot on the shore of the United States. 

In two or three days afterwards be called upon me again, 
and wished me to introduce him to Mr. Wilberforce. I tuld 
him that Mr. Wilberforce was too ill to see any stranger ; and 
this was really the case at that particular moment. He then 
informed me that he expected to sail in a week, and wished to 
know when it would be convenient to me to let him have the 
money, as the captain wished to be paid before he allowed him 
to come on board as a passenger : I said he might receive it in 
the course of three or four days at most, and appointed a meet- 
ing for that purpose. 

He came at the appointed time and dined with me again. 
I then paid him the money: it was either twenty or thirty 
pounds— I think it was thirty pounds. When I told him that it 
was a gift and not a loan, he expressed himself in terms of the 
greatest gratitude. He said that his colleagues in Paris were 
unable to assist him; that they were all-in debt; and that 
Monsieur Raymond was trying to borrow money upon his 
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estate in St. Domingo to supply himself and them also till re-^ 
mittances should arrive. He said he was glad that he had 
escaped from France. He hoped that his creditors there would 
not follow him, and that he shonld escape soon out of England. 
He should have no rest till he turned his back upon Europe. 
He seenied to me to be a much more humhled man than when 
I saw him in Paris. His language too was more moderate 
when I spoke of the white proprietors there ; but it was evident 
that he had not forgotten old grievances : for oo all these occa- 
sions he was not only agitated, but his eyes bespoke a yindic- 
tive spirit. At length he left me, promising that he would 
call again to take his leave ; but I waited day after day, and 
he never came. Not knowing where he lodged, I knew not 
where to send to inquire about him. I was in this uncertain 
state, when I learnt by mere accident, from an agent for ship- 
ping in Wapping, that he had actually left London in a vessel, 
which had cleared out for the United States. Why he did not 
call to take his leave of me I could never unravel. I once 
tiiought that he was secretly displeased with me for not having 
introduced him to Mr. Wilberforce and tlie committee, and for 
not having done more for him in a pecuniary way ; but I gave 
up this notion afterwards, and supposied that he had been 
called upon to go on board suddenfy, or sooner than he ex- 
pected, and that he had not had time to perform his promise. 

You will be pleased to give this, my second letter, to Mr. 
Mackenzie when you see him. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Thomas Clarkson. 

You need not acknowledge the receipt of this letter. 

No. 3. 

Playford Hall, August 17. 1828. 
Dear Sib, 

I have already sent yon an accdunt (for the use of Mr. Mac- 
kenzie) of my knowledge of the unfortunate Og^ during my re" 
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Hdenet in ParU, tatd filso of aiy liiiowl«dge of him dnrmg kh 
residence in Londott* One tfaiAg only bow- remains^ am] that is 
ttb86iiitely nece»9ary to be known by Mr. Mackenzie before be 
can fentt an eniire judgment on the case before him, viz. 
whethar I ei^er had any connexion, either by letter or message, 
#itb Og^ after bis departnrci from this country, or whether I 
ferer held any correspondence with any, one in St* Domingo after 
this period, and with whom P 

I bare then to say that I never wrote any letter, or sent any 
message eittier to Og6 or to any of his colleagaes or friends, 
after his departure from England. In the first place I knew 
not how to address either him or them. I knew not where they 
lived in St. Domingo. And secondly, there was no subject on 
which I felt the least inclination, or had any business to write 
to him. Nor did I ever receive any letter from him or any of 
his friends, colleagues, or adherents, after he had left London. 

I will not say, however, that I never wrote a letter to St. Do- 
Mingo, or that I never received one from that quarter. I was 
certainly in comespondence with the late Henry Christophe 
after he became king ; bat then this was more than twenty years 
after the death of the unfortunate Og^, or after the beginning 
of the revolution in that island; and with respect to this 
correspondence, / never sought it myself. I should never have 
engaged in it if the king had not first written to roe ; and I can 
traly say that I was never more surprised than I was when I 
received a letter from him inviting me to such a correspondence. 
I may add also, that all my letters to him were written, accord- 
ing to the best of my judgmenty for the good of Haiti, to pro- 
mote its prosperity, its strength, its liberty, and its civilisation. 
With this view, one of my first objects was to try to prevail 
upon the king to unite in a sincere and lasting friendship with 
Petion his rival ; but I did not succeed there. When I heard of 
an act of cruelty practised by his (Christophers) governor upon 
an Irishman supposed to be a spy, I reprimanded him without 
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fear. I fdrniahed certain masters for his schools. I advised him 
to take a certain number of the free blacks ia the United States, 
and bring them into his dominions, to the amount of thirty or 
forty thousand, by way of giving him the appearance of greater 
strength in the eyes of the French government ; and I stipulated . 
for their personal and religious liberty, on the basis of what rea>- 
son and experience had shown to be the wisest for those pur- 
poses. I found out for him also the terms which the French 
government would propose to him, if he wished to have his 
independence acknowledged in that quarter. Upon these and 
many ether guhjecis I wrote to him at his own request; and 
though, like many others, I might have been mistaken in my 
judgment, I always counselled him for the best. Setting aside 
then these letters^ either to the king or his ministers, I never 
wrote or sent a message to any person whatever in St. Dotuingo 
in the course of my life* 

You will be so good as to hand this third letter to Mr. IVIac- 
kensie. The three letters together will probably enable him to 
form a decided judgment on the case. I am in doubt whether 
I ought not to address to him a fourth ; hut I shall take a little 
time to consider of it. Should I think it necessary, it will be 

the last. 

I remain, dear Sir, your's truly, 

Thomas Clarkson. 

You need not acknowledge the receipt of this letter. 

No. 4. 
Playford-Hall, near Ipswich, August 20^ 1828. 
Dear Sir, 
It was my intention merely to, have handed, through you, 
to Mr. Mackenzie, certain facts connected with my acquaint- 
ance with Og^, and to have allowed him to judge for himself on 
the subject; but after some consideration, I have thought it 
right to come forward myself, and to say yes or no to the dif- 
ferent charges brought against me hy certain French writer» 
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relative to that unfortanate indi?idual. These charges amount 
to FOUR. ] . That Og^ was introdaced to me in London by 
letters from the Amis de Noirs at Paris. 2. That his object in 
London was to confer with me on a plan for exciting an inimr- 
rection or re solution in St. Domingo. 3. That I encouraged 
or assisted him in this his plan or design : and 4. That I was 
the means of sending him from England to his own country to 
execute it. I will reply to these charges in their order. 

1. VUeny that Og^ was introdaced to me in London by the 
Amis des Noirs at Paris. He wrote to me in London himself^ 
and followed his own letter here. Og6 did not stand in need uf 
any such introduction ; for he had been acquainted with me 
numy months b^ore. He and his colleagues iWid visited me four 
jor five times at my own lodgings, and we had also met and 
talked in the streets. I will venture to say that Og^ knew 
me better than most of the Paris committee did ; for though I 
was six months in Paris, X never attended that committee 
more than three times, 

2. That Og€ came to me for the purpose mentioned is equally 
false. He came to me, not to promote any revolviionary plan, 
but because he could stay no longer in Paris without getting 
into a jail, and because he could not get home apparently by any 
other means than mine. 

3. That I promoted or encouraged his plans for the wicked pur> 
pose above-mentioned, is equally false ; for I never knew ^ either 
from himself or any other person, that he ever entertained any 
such plan or design. That Og€ was, if I may so say, desperately 
irritated against tlie white colonists in Paris on account of 
their wicked intrigues and denunciations against himself and 
his colleagues, and that he once broke out into the most in- 
temperate and furious language, threatening vengeance both 
against them and the National Assembly, I have shown you 
in my first letter ; but it will have appeared by the same letter 
that I came forward immediately as a peace-maker on that occa- 
sion ; by which he would see that I set my face against all 
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violent mauareB. Indeed, I considered tbU threatening; only as 

I 

the effiuion of a highly exasperated mind at the moment. 
When he was in London, he was apparently more hamhled, 
more softened, more composed; and yet be was yery irritable 
if old grievances came across his mind. But neither im Paris 
ner in Lmdmt did he ever give mi a hint that he had any 
pUiH in contemptattbn ekher for iHromoting inturrections or 
bringinfT ahmtt a revolulitn in St. Domingo* I myself there- 
tote stand enihretif dear of the charge of ever haviaf^ known of 
any scheme of this native ; and. if I myself, who knew Oge, 
cannot be implicated in it, how can the London committee be 
supposed to have had a hand in it, whenever saw Mm? I may 
add here, that if the Amis df» Noirs of Paris had ever had the 
rashness to propose to the London committee fur the abolition 
of the slsTc trade, any revolationary measure for St. Domingo, it 
is my belief not only that the latter ^suM have insiantif broken 
offaU connexion with the former, but that they wonld Aave waHed 
upon one of his Majesty's secretaries nf state to have iftf<nmed him 
of the proposal. The London committee at this time consisted, 
fifteen out of twenty, of Quakers, and their religion would for- 
bid them to be concerned in military operations in any shape. 

4. This charge is the only one that is true. I plead guilty 
to it. I believe thht' without my means Og6 could not have left 
England as he did ; but when I sent him away, I did not send 
him away to promote an insurrection in St. Domingo, bat to^el 
rid of a greater pecuniary burthen upon myself, and to get rid 
of a person whose known acquaintanee with me might have 
been injurious to our cause* 

I remain, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Thomas Ci.a>rkson. 

The remainder of this letter is here omitted, because it did 
not refer to the point at issue j but as holding back any portion 
of the correspondence might be misunderstood, it will be found 
at the end of the Appendix .-*-See note (LL). 
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Note (S). 

CONSTITUTION 

De la Colonie Fran9aise de ST. DOMINGUE, 1801. 

Discoars Pr6Iiminaii:e de la Coostitution. 

La .colonie de Saint* Domingue ezistaiti depuis plusieun 
ana^es sans lois - poattves. Long-tamps gouvexai6e par des 
hommps ambitieux, son au^antissenkent 6tait inevitable, sans 
le.g>^ie actif et sage du Gd/i^al en ch«f Toussaint Louv^rtiire, 
qui» par las combi&aifioiis les plus justes, Jes plans les mieoz 
r^fl^his et les actions les plos 4nergiqu«s, a sa la d^liwer pres* 
qo'eH sobeme temps de ses ennemis ext^riears; et. int^zieurSy 
6toii£»rsBec6S8i¥eBient toas ies germes de discorde ; da^ein de 
L'anarehia^pr^parer sa restaaratioa ; faire succ^der Tabondance a 
la<]iu«dre> ramour du travail et de la paix, a la guerre civile et 
9» vagiiboQdage^ la< s^curit^ a. la terrenr, et «nfia lasonmettre 
toat efttiere a I'empure Fran pais. 

La v6«otetioiL avait rtovers^, avec vioience^ toat ce qui con- 
stituait }e i^gime par lequel Tile de Saintr'Domingne 6tait au- 
eieAfDemeBt admin iitr^e. 

■lies, diffirentes a8sen)br<6ea legislatives de France y avaient 
9obstltft6> a diverses ^poques^des lois noavelle«; mais rincob6- 
rem^e.doicesJois aussitdt rapport^es que rendues, leurs vices ou 
Jeur insui&sance recopnvs par ceux-la meme qui en avaient ^c^ 
les auteurS) la maniere dontelles ^talent ex^cot^es par des fac- 
Uenz et des hommes de paiti, habiles a les interpreter suivant 
leurs^nt^r^ts, contribua'ient plut6t a propager le d^sordre qu'a 
la comprimer. 

£t la eonsequenoe naturelle de cet ordre de choses avait €t€ 
de fstire regarder des lois qui n'auraient di^ ^tre repues qu*avec 
un sentiment de respect, comme des objets d'alarme, ou lors- 
qu'eltes 6taient impuissantes, comme des objets de mepris« 

lies hommes sages quiont coop^r^ a ia constitution Franpaise 
de Tan huit, ont^ sans doute, senti la n^cessite d 'adopter un 
nottveau syst^we pour des colonies eioign^esi et de coosulter 
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dana Im cr^tioia des lou qui doWent les r€git, lea m<Burs, les 
UMgea, les habitades, lea besoins des Fran9ais qui lea habitent, 
lo^me lea circonatances dans leaquellea elles se trouvent. 

Sefait-il facile en effet de peaer toutea cea conaid^rationa, 
d'apres des rapporta souvent infidelea, d*appr6cier a une Ausai 
grande diatance lea chaogemens op^r^a dans respiit d'ua peu- 
pie, de connaitre aea mauz, et d'y porter dea remedea a propoff 
et tefficaces, aartoat pendant la guerre ? 

L' Article 91 de la Conatitation Fraii9aiBe aorait pu seul au- 
toriaer les habitans de la colonie de Saint-Domingue a presen- 
ter an gouveznement Fran9ais les lois qui doivmt lea regir, ai 
Teip^rience da paaa^ ne leur en avait fait un devoir irop6rieux. 

Et quel moment phia propre a choisir pour cet important 
ottvrage que celai ou le cahos d6brouill6, Tancien Edifice d6- 
blaj^ de sea roines, les pr^jug^a gu6na et lea passions calm^ea, 
aemblaient avoir maiqu^ conmie I'instant propice ou il fallait en 
poeer let fonderoens ! 

II eat dea circonatancea qui ne se pr6sentent qu'une seule fois 
pendant une longue a^rie de siecles pour fiier la destinee des 
peuplea ; si on lea laisae echa||>er, elles ne se retrouvent - 
plus. *■' 

A cea cauaos fondaroentalea qui faisaient sentir la n^cessit^ ' 
d'une conatitution pour I'tle de Saint-Domingue, coinbin^e 
d'aprea les int6r&u de aea habitans, intimement U6s a ceax de 

la m^tr^pole, ae joignaient dea motifs 6galement pressans. 

« 

Les justea r^clamationa de d6partemens de la colonie poor 
rapprocher lea tribunaux des justiciables ; 

La n6cessit6 d'introduire de nouveaux cultivateurs pour I'ac- 
croisement des cultures, la revivification du commerce etle 
r^tablissement des manufactures ; 

L'utilit^ de cimenter I'union de la ci-devant partie Espagnole 
avec i'andenne partie Fran9aise ; 

L*impossibilit^ pour la m^tropole de secourir et d'aliraenter 
cette immense colonie pendant la guerre avec les puissances 
maritimes; 
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Le beioin d*6tabUr im regime simple et nnifonne dam Tad- 
nunistration des finances de la colonie» et d'en reformer let 
abas ; 

L'obUgation de tranqnilliaer les propri^taires abaens but leura 
jpropri^t^s; 

£t enfin rhnportance de consolider et de rendre stable la 
paiz int^rieure, d'angmenter la prosp^rit^ dont commence ft 
jouir la colonie, apres les orages qui Vani i^t^ ; de faire con* 
naitre a chacnn- ses droits et ses devoirs, et d'^teindre tontes 
les m^fianceS) en pr^seotant un code de lois auqnel Tiendront 
se liev tontes les affections, se r^onir tons les int^dts*: 

Tels ont €t€ les motifs qui ont d6cid6 le G^n^ral en chef a 
eonvoquer nne assembl^e legislative, charg^e de proposer «u 
gonyemement Fran^ais la constitution la plus convenable a la 
colonie de Saint-Domingne : ainsi cet onvrage sera encore un da 
ses bienf^its. 

Le peu de membres dont il a forni6 cette assembl^e, annonce 
qn'il a voulu Eloigner de ses discussions les passions et le tu- 
multe ; mais en mdme temps il a troula qu'elle fdt environn^ 
des liunieres et des r6flexion|||e tous les homroes instruits, afin 
qu*nn ouvrage d*un aussi gramRnt^ret fut, pour ainsi dire, celui 
de la colonie entiere. 

Si TAssembl^ centrale n'a pas compl^tement rempli les 
Tceux de ses commettans, si elle n*a pas atteint le but que Ae 
proposait leG^n^nd'On chef, elle aura fait autmoins ce que les 
ciroonstances lui pennettaient ; elle n'^ pu proposer ft la foistous 
lea cbangemens qu'on pouvait d^sirer. La colonie ne peut par* 
▼enir a sa plus grande prosp^rit^, qu'avec le temps et par degr^s. 
Le bien, pour 6tre durable, ne peut s'op^rer que lentement ; il 
faut ft cet 6gard imiter la nature, qui ne fait rien avec precipita- 
tion, mais qui m^rit peu a peu ses productions bienfidsantes. 

Heureuse si cette premiere tentative peut contribuer ft am^-- 
liorer le sort de ses concitoyens et lui m^riter leur estime et leur 
indulgence, ainsi que des temoigoages de satisfaction de la 
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France, quand bien mdme alle n'annit pas atteint one cer- 
taine perfection. 

Tout let Articles de la Ccmstitation ont €i€ discut^a et 
arr^t^a aans paaaion* sana pr4jag^» aana partiatit^y et sp^ale- 
ment le mode de gouveTnement adopts comme le seal propre 
dana leB circonatances, ^ conaerver a la colonic sa tranquillity 
et a la rameoer a son ancienne splendeiir. D'ailleurs tons lea 
deux ana, lea asacsnU^es centrales swvantes pounront op^reic lea 
ehangemena qne le temps et rezp^eoce'rendront oece&aairea. 

L'Assembl^e centrale n'a pas la vanity de croire qn'elle a 
propos6 la meilleure constitution possible ; maia ce qo'elle peut 
aasoKr a ses concitoyens, c'est que tons les membres qui la 
c<Hnposent ont coDstamment eu Tardent d^sir du bien, Tinten- 
lion d'affeimir la tranquillity actuelle d.6 la colooie, de rendre sa 
prosp^rit^ durable, de Taugmenter, et de prouver leur attache- 
ment an gouvemement Fran9ai8. 

The Constitution wliich imdiediately follows this address, 
is signed by Boroella, president ; Collet, Baihond, 
Gastbon Nocere'e, Lacour, Roxas, Mvgnoz, Mancsbo, 
et ViABT, secretaire. 



# 



It has been denied that Toussaint had European advisers. On 
such a point Baron Vast^^y's evidence may be depended on. 
In his *' Essai sur les Causes de la Revolution, &c. &c." lie 
distinctly ascribes the misfortunes of both the local chie& to the 
counaels of Europeans, and he po«tivelj says, " L'Abbe 
Boaquet r6digaait les proclamations du General Bigaud, un 
nomme Salenave celles du Gdn^ral Toussaint." — p. 16. 

Besides, Borgella and other Frenchmen formed a majority of 
the first Constituent Assembly, while Pascal was the secretary, 
and.others were the heads of departments. The iact ia never 
doubted in Haiti. 
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Note (T). 

Lib£rte', Ou la Mort. 

ACTE. DlNDfePENDANCE. 

ARMEE INDIGENE. 

Anjourd'hoi premier Janvier, mil huit cent quatre, le G^q6- 
lal en Chef de TArm^e Indigene, accqmpagn^ des C^n^raux, 
Chefs de I'arm^e, convoqu^s a i'effet de prendre les mesures qui 
doivent tendre an honbeur da pays : 

Apres avoir fait connattre aux G^n^raux assemble ses v^ri- 
tables int^r^ts, d 'assurer a jamais acix Indigenes d*Hayti| un 
Gpuvernement stable, objet de sa plus vive soUicitude ', ce qull 
a fait par un Discours qui tend a faire connaitre aux Puissances 
Etrangeres, la resolution de' rendre le pays ind^pendant, et de 
jouird'une liberty consacr^e par le sang du Peuple de cette He : 
et apres avoir recueilli les avis, a demand^ que chacun des G^n^- 
raux assembles prononpat le serment de renoncer a jamais a la 
France, de mourir plut6t que de vivre sous sa domination , et 
de conibattre jusqu'au dernier soupir pour Tlnd^pendance. 

Les G^n^raux, p^n^tr^s de ces principes sacres, apres avoir 
donn6 d'une voix unanime leur adhesion an projet bien mani- 
fest6 d'Ind6pendance, ont tons jur4 a la posterite', a 
l'Univers entier, de renoncer a jamais a la France, 

ET DE MOVRIR PLUt6t QUE DE VIVRE SOUS SA DOMINA- 
TION. 

Fait anx Gonaivcs, ce 1®' Janvier 1804, et le 1«' jour de 
rindependance d'Haili. 

(Sign6) Dessalines, G6neral en Chef; Christophe, Pe- 
TioN, ClErvatjx, Gepfrard, Vernet, Gabart, G^n^aux 
de Division; P. IIomain, E. Gerin, F. Capoix, Daut, J. 
L. FRAN901S, Ferou, Cange, L. Bazelais, Magloire- 
AatBROisE, J. J. Herne, Toussaint-Brave, Yayou, G6n6- 
raux de Brigade; Bonnet, F. PapaLier, Morrelly, Che- 
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▼ALiBR, MiBiONj Adjpdans-G6nfraax ; Magnt, Bovx, Cbefs 
4e Brigade ; Cuaeeron, B. Loret, Quene, Makajoux, Dv- 
pui, Carbonne, Diaquoi 9in6, Raphael, Malet, Dere- 
NONCovBT, Officicrs de FAim^; et Boisrond-Tonnerrs, 
Secretaire. 

Note (U). 

L£ GiN^lAL £N CHEF, 

AU PEUPLE d'haITI. 
ClTOYENS, 

Ce n'est paa assez d*avoir ex pulse de votre pays les barbares 
qui I'ont ensanglaiite depuU deux siecles; ce n'est pas assez 
d'avoir mis im frein aux ^Actions toajoors reaaissantes qui se 
jouaient toai-a-tour du fantdne de liberty que la France expo- 
sait a vos jeus : il faut, par un deniier acte d'autorit6 nationale, 
assurer a jamais Tempire de la liberty dans le pays qui nous a 
Ttt naitre ; il &ut ravir au Gouvemement inhumain qui tient de- 
puis loog-tems nos esprits dans la torpeur la plus buiuiliante, 
tout espoir de nous r^asseirir ; il faut enfin vivre ind^pendaot 
on mourir. 

Ind6peodance« ou la moit .... Que ces mots sacres nous /al- 
lient» et qu'ils soient le signal des combats et de notre reuniQo. 

Citojens, mes compatriotes, j*ai rassembl^ dans ce jour^- 
lemnel oes militaiies couiageux, qui, a la veille de recueillir les 
demiers soopirs de la liberty, out prodigo6 leur sang pour la 
sauver : ces (Hn^nx iqui ont guid^ vos efforts contre la tyran- 
nie, n'ont point encore assez fait pour votre bonheur ...»!> 
nom Fran9ai3 lugubre encore nos contr6es. 

Tout y retrace le souTenir des cruaut^s de ce peuple barbar^ ; 
nos Iqis, nos m(eurs» iios villes, tout lencore porte I'empr^te 
franpaise: quedis-je? il existe des Franpais tians notre He, et 
vous Tous croyez Jibres et in4^pendans de cette R^publiqueyqui 
a combattu toutes les Najions, il est vrai, mais qui n*a jamaU 
▼{|tncu celles qui ont voulu ^tre libres. 
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£b quoi ! Victimes pendant qamtone ans de notre cr€dutit6 
%t de notre indnlgence ; Taincns, non par dea ann^ fran9aisee, 
mais par la pipenae Eloquence dea proclaihationa de leurt agena -, 
quand nous laaserons-nous' de reepirer le m^e air qu'eui ? 
Qu'a^ns-Bona de commnn avec ce people boorrean ? Sa era* 
aiift6 compar^e a notre patiente moderation, aa conleqr d la 
ndtre^ T^tendue des men qni nooa apparent, notre cliraat rem*' 
geor none diaent aasez qu*ib ne sont paa nos freiea, qn'ila ne le 
deviendront jamaif, et qne s*il8 troa?ent on telle parmi nous» ils 
aeront encore lea machinatetira de nos troubles et de nos divi- 
sions. 

Citoyens Indigenes, Homines, Femmes, FlUes, el En&ns, por- 
lex Tos regards snr toates les parties de cette lie ; cherches'y, 
▼ous TOS EpoQses, reus tos Maris, toqs tos Freres, tous tos 
ScEiirs ; qae dis-je ? cherches- j tos Enfans, tos Enfans a la 
mamelle ! Que sont-ils devenns ? — je fr^mis de le dire— la 
proie de ces ▼antours. Au lien de ces Tictimes int^ressantes, 
▼otre oeil coostem^ n'apper9oit que leurs assassins ; que les 
•tigres d^gofttant encore de leur sang, et dont Taffreuse presence 
▼ous reprocfae votre insen8ibilit6 et voire coapable lenteur a les 
venger. Qu'attendez-voos pour appaiser leurs mines ; songez 
qoe TOus avea vooln que vos restes reposassent aupres de ceuz 
de vos Peres, quand vous avez cbass^ la tyrannie ; descendres- 
voQS dans leurs tombes sans les avoir veng^ ? non, leurs osse- 
mens repousseraient les vdtres. 

Et VOQS, Hommes pr^ieux, G^^ux intr6pides, qui insen- 
sibles a vos propres malheurs avez ressuscit^ la Libert^ en lui 
prodignant tout votre sang ; sacbez que vous n'avez rien fait, si 
voas ne donnes aox Nations un exemple tenible, mais juste, de 
la vengeance que doit ezercer un peuple fier d'avoir recouvr^ sa 
liberty et jalout de la matntenir : efirayons tous ceux qui ose- 
raient tenter de nous la ravir encore : commen^ons par les 
Franipais. — Qu'ils fr^missent en aberdant nos c6tes, ainon par 
la souvenir des cruaut^s qu'Us y out exeicte, au rooins par la 

TOL. XI. M 



266 NOTP5 ON BAITI. 

lii^tetiPH tttfrlU* 4IU8 wmm alkMB. pfMidre de dbmwtr k 4i 
n«rt.q«icQOi|tie, ai frts^lf^ idoiUenk d««Miin«d ncrilqifei* 
iwritairi dtf ia Libert^ 

Koatwroat «si iit» Ubws, omrui TMk p«rmotti«m6ai«f m 
pour aouB-n^mes ; itoitoas Tenftrnt qui gnuidit : wnt fftogt^ 
|K>ids kntt la Ufidie f|di Ijii devioBf inutile 6t Tfintraiv ibaa- sa 
■Mtth^r Qari people a cmAatta pom: aoasi Qaehpeapie 
^oudiiit recueiUir lee Craits de nos tracauz i £t qaeUeiMehaM» 
nagybeabtafdM^ q«adeninorc pear due- eicbvee. EetdareM— 
lueeone amt Fraa^a]e<ceUa ^pi<hete ga d i ficat i ee | ile oateaiaea 
pour eeeter d*Mre Ubree. 

Ailuihemeardf^iitnetniete, imileai cee pettpiee qai^ pw* 
teat teofi seiliciiadee jaeqaee anr FeTeair et appE^endeal'de 
laieser ft la poBteriU i'exemple de ie l&chet^ aiit.|nr£ii6f6ttot 
e at w mki ^ qae lay^ da noaibfe dea peuples litefe. 

Oaidane^iKraacepeadaixt que k^espri^ de 'pfoe6l^fifme sc d^ 
iaiijeaolie dimage ^ leistoae en paizzespirer iioa voifiaa ; ^a*% 
tiv^at peSalbleBient BOUB l^^de dee UAb qa^SU ee eont -"futtt* 
et fr*illM» pefl,'bobte-feair6volotioBiiaite«y aeuedtigeaBtes 14^ 
gisliiteM dee AntHlee* laiie conaieter mttre gloSte %«tro«b1e»>Je 
•ejiei dee llet ^ui w»ub avemnenC; eUee m*ot(iipi/iBkfVmtm$ 
celleri|tie aaui-liebltoite, §&§ erroslee datti&glaneiceat4la)l«ua 
habitaas ; leKee n'oat peiat deTeageeace 4 e»ei!eerii^oiHie»- 
tetit^ 4ai hsi profilge. ' - "" 

Heureasesde n'avoir jamab eomro le»>fl6aux^ tAae^eat 
dtoait, •ellea'ne peareat qae fiure dee fwox peal- aotia-iNm- 
p^rite. - ^ \^:- A c.^:«^* 

Pftix A DOS voseieeyineifl eaatbfene aa aem ftaa^ee$ iftSee 
^terneUe i la Frattce : miii aotieeri. ': ^■ 

Indlgdnea d'Hi^ti ! Hon heareaee detcia^ei ma^^^fletvaSt a 
fttre aa joor la eeatiaelle qui d^ <r«Uler ft* la gatde'de ridole»4 
laqaelle Tuae eaciifiec ; j'ei ml)^,cetn4)atttt»^ttel()ue£9ie seaU et 
ei j'ai €i^ aesea beiireBx.qae de remettre ea voe iiMitiff4ed^p^ 
aacr^ que Toue m*avto ceafif§« songes que c'est a Yooe aiaiate- 



««dl]|(^ & flmi pn^pie l)«iibear« Ar«it 4c> ^ donsolidiir pv* 4c^ 

loisqui assurent ▼otre libre indmdiulit6» voft Chefo, quej*M* 

inaUo iciy0t«Qaw£tee| apm voiis ifofOM l^cleaim jpiMiva 

4a;f]i«tra.d^ToiianewU 

V Qiaiirma:^ ei Tom Cbe£i« .r^Q&i» ici j|>xeft de .idm ponr. If 

lMpii«iiz de Aotre pagrs^ Is jour eat ftnit^, c« j9i|r qvi doit. 6tfr« 

wMTBOtre gloire,-iiotreliid^|>endaoc#« « , 

S4i powrait exiater panni aovs un oflBor tidds, q»'Q a'6l«igifea 
0t (ranble de pfonaDoeK le Mooant q«i>doit nwu laiir* . 

'' Juron3 a rUui^en entier, a la posl^rita, i nO|M*9if6«Mat da 
TCftoncar a jamait ^la France etxi^ mounr. platdt que detme 
<tof 19 doiuniiaon. Pe coaibattie josqa'aii dernier aoQpIr p««r 
V|Bd6premdaDce de natre Paji." 

£t toi, peaple tiop> loj^j^tema infartnii, ti^sioiii da iersacBi 
qtfe hdqs pitnion9Qn8, soavietis-toi que c'eat aitr ta coMitacttr 
tk^Jtfm 4mu9g6 ' qiie j*ai oo«pt6 qiond je me aoia laoc^ dana la 
fmMre de la liberty pour y cpi^^Ure le d^apot^wne . c^ la 
tjrjjUnaie^-.iSQiiUe Jctsqu^U tu |ujttau depiiia 14 ana ; rappeleftoi 
|tte j!ai toat wicx^fie poor yoler a ia d^fiense-^pacena, enfapa, 
(iivUiJW^-rretqiie B^aiotenaot je ne suis ri(^he qae de t» liberty ; 
que-imen- qoib est devenu en IvQrreor atoua lea peupljea qui 
im^lep^ I'o^cli^vage, .et que lea despotea et lea tyrans ne le p,i;o- 
DODcent qu'e nioaudi&sant le jour qui m'a ? u nattre ; et u ja« 
niait^iA reli^i oa recevais e;a murmurant lea Loia que le g^ie 
•qui veUle a tea.clestiDa me dictera pour ton bonheur, tu m^ri- 
teraia le aort dea penples ingrats. 

. Mai^^Join de .woi «ette affreuaQ id^e; tu aeras le.aqutien da 
la liberty que tu churls. Tappui du Cbef qui ta commanda. 

Prete done entie sea niiitioa le aerment de yivre libra et iud^- 
pendant, .et do- pr^f^er la mort a tout ce qui tendrait a te re*> 
meltr» 8Qu« , le joug. Jure enfin de poursuivre a jamais lea 
tratttjea et l«s ttunemis de ton lud^pendance. 
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Fut M Qfiaiti«f*G^^ml des GontiTes^ le Premier Jannef 
itoUohoU-cmtr^Qfttrt^ |'«n Premier de I'lnd^pendance. 

(Sign^) J* f* DSISALIKSS. 

(NoTB V*)--*The length of this doeoment precludet its in* 

V 

leitioas wnd those who wuh to be better infoimed respectiiu^ 
it maj refer to the revised Coostitation of 1816, printed by the 
Older of the House of Commons. The most striking deTiatioof 
liom the original are noted in pp. 9|» 92, and 93* 

(NoteW). 

LOI CONSTmJTIONNELLE DU CONSEIL D'ETAT, 

Qui ^tablit U Rojaut6 a Haiti. 

Le Coneeil d'Etat eztraordinairement assemble, a Teffet de 
ddlib^rer aor lea cbangemena qu*il est n^ceasalre de iaire a la 
conttitation de I'^tat d'Haiti, et anr le roeilleor ordre de gon- 
f ememant qui lut convient. 

Coosid^raot que, loraque la conatitntion da 17 F^vrier ^907, 
art Af^^, fut promulgn^e, 1 6tat se trouvait, a propreraent parler, 
ians pacte Bocial» ti les oragea de la guerre , ^ivije grondaiopv 
•T6C one telle force* qu'ils ne permettaient pas aox mandatairei 
da peuple de fixer d*ane maniere irrevocable le seal ^ode^ 4^ 
gouTemement qui noaa convlnt r^ellement ; 

Que cette eonstitution, cependant, tout informe qu'elk 
paraitV^tre, et dont ces m^es mandataire'a ne ae dis^iroulaient 
paa Timperfectiony oonvenait alors aux crises dans lesquelWs 
elle avait naiasance, et anx tempos ^oi environnaifnt sqA 
bereeau ; 

' Que le petit noinbreMe principea sublimea qu'elle renfermc, 
auifiaait n^anrooins an booheur du peiiple, dont elle fixait tow^ 
les droits dans ces temps d^plorabies : 

ConaidiftraBt qa'aujo\ird'hoi, griicea au g^ie du «^^y]^r^me 
magiatrat qui tient les renes de I'^t, dont les hautea concfyp- 
tiena et la briUaDte valeur ont au rvneoer Tordre, le bonheur, 
et la proap^rite ; 



.J 
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L'^t floriMattt de la calture, da commerce et de la naviga- 
tion, le r^tablUaement des moeitfB, de la mdrale 6t de lii Reli- 
gion, la haute discipline Stabile daotf Vuta6e et la fiottc» sem- 
blent promettre uoe 6tenielle durte & T^tat ; 

Qa'il convient aojoardliui plus qae jamais d*£tablir ttn ordre 
<ie choses stable, un mode de goavetnement qoi doit a jamais 
r^gir le pays qtd nous a vu nattre : 

Conad^rant qa'il est instant, de rev^tir I'autorft^ sotiveraine 
d'one qualification augoste, grande, qui rende I'idi^e de la ma- 
jest^ da pouvoir ^ 

Qoe I'^ection d'oa trdoe h^rlditaire est la cons^qnence 
n^ssaire de cette puissante consideration. 

Que rii6r6dite du pouvoir adx seals enfans rallies et legitimes 
(arexclusion perp^tuelle des femmes), dans one famille illua- 
tre, constamment d^vou^ a la gloire et au bonbeut de la patrie, 
qui Iiu doit son existence politique, est autant un devoir 
qa'ane marque 6clatante de la reconnaissance nationale ; 

Que la nation qui fait en ce mometit, par nos organes, dosage 
de sa volonti et de sa soaverainet^, en les confiant k celui qui 
If'a relev^ de Tabtme et des precipices on ses plos aditorties 
eiinemis vouXaient ran^antir, k celui qui la gouveme mam- 
tenant avec tant de gloire, que cette nation n'a pas a craindre 
poor sa liberty, son hidependance, et son bonheur ; 

Qtt'il convient aussi d'^tablir des grandes dignites, autant 
' pour relev^r la splendour du trdne, qoe pour recompenser' de 
aiguiiies services rendus k lapatrie, par des officiers qui so de* 
▼ouent poor le bonheur, la gloire et la prosperity de Tetat ; 

Le Conseil d'Etat rend en consequence la Loi organique 
suiVante : 

' TITRE PBEMIER. 
De la premidre Autorite. 
'*^ Abt. 1. Le president Henry Chrlstophe est dediire Roi 
d'tfAiTl sous le worn d'HENRY. 

Ce titre, ses prerogatifs et immuniteai^flerontlierSdltaii^s dans 
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ta fionille, dans les descendaopfin&Ie^ et 16gitiin^0 en Itgne di- 
recte« pax droit d'atnesfe, a Pexclusidn des f^tntnes. 

2. Toua lea actea dii ipjaume seront au nom da" roij, jprft- 
nmlgo^ el potliia aooa le aceau ro^al. 

9. A d^faut d'cnfana mWes ^n H^ne directe, Th^r^dite jpas- 
sasudaiialafaiQiU^duprincfi leplus pocbe parent du roi,oo 
le plos ancien en dignity. 

- 4U Capaadant il aera loiiible an M d'adopter les ^nfans de 
tel prince d« rojaiune qu'Ujagera a pro^s, & d^faut <j'li€ritieT. 

6. S'il loi aamenty apres l*adoption».dea enfans mMes^ )enri 
dnitt^ d'h^rfidit^ pr^aod^ont ««r lea eMIms adoptifs. , 

6. An d^cei da roi et jua^*a ce qae. son successcur $oH 

leconan, lea affidxea do TOjaame sprout gbavem6es pat* h^ mi- 

aktrea et le conaeU dn roL qui se fornjieront ex eoiiseil-g^^li 

>ei qui d^Ub^reront a la maj^rit^ de9 voix* Le secretaire d'etat 

tient la rMiatre dea d61ib€rati6na. ^ 

TITRE n. . :, J ^ 

' Da la Familie B^jfle, \ ,s. bi 

7. V^pettse dn f<a eac d^la»6 Eeina^'Haid* . .^ ^ : . v £ ^o: 

8. Lea membres de la famiile royale porteront/stetitittei^e 
Princes et PrifieeM»a« On lea qualifie,d!AJtesft^iR^]es. 
L*b^ritier pr^^omptif est denomni^ Piince Rojah. 4 ..... M 

9. Ces princes sent XBcmbrea du conaeil d'^iat,.'n\^kij^i\B 
oat attei&t ieot najoike. . .? ^^ 

10* Lea priocea et princesaea royales ne* pemneataiasaaaner 
aans I'autorisation du roi. 

11. Le roi fait loi-m^aie iWganisation de son palais d*ane 
maaiere confoiiDe ii ta dignit^^ la oeimnne; * 

12. H ae^ etabli, d'aprea its ordmt da ira^^des?. pabds et 
chiieaox dina lea htut dn royavme qu'il jagem^ a propet de 
d^gner. - •• '* n.i :»j<1 s,^ luv 
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TltRB 111. 

I3« L« loi est isuneuT jusqu'a l*ft|6 (TiilS ttii tie^km^a ; 
pendant sa minority, il sera nomm^ t^i^getlt'dii Jbyttttme.-' 

14. Le regent sera kg€ an inoiai de 25 aiiS tdci)lii>iiii;'f^'^eni 
choisi parmi les princefl les plus proches parent^dnroi^af'ex- 
dasion de« fenimes)* e^ & leur d^miti patoai tes gnitAi dipA- 
taires du TOjaume. . u» -^ w 

15. A d^fauU de d^ignation de t^gefitde Mi )3iMrt Htf' roi, 
}e grand conseit en d^signera ua der hi nnnSete qtii eart'i^ffeflcrit 
dans I'article pr^Ment ' ' ;••:<; 

16. Le regent ezerce, ju)^a'& 1st msjotit^ du voi^ tenltjM ks 
attribatioos de la dignity royale. .• < . . * 

17. I^ regent ne pent coficIarediicttntrdt6d6pif£k,^liniteiKie, 
<Mi de commerce, ni faire ancone d^daratioa de gu^ire, qu^aptet 
mure d^ib^ration et de Tavis du grand conseSI ; l*<ypitd&xi-8eTa 
^mise a la majority des tou, et en cas d^^g6lii& M' tiiSrtSgtB, 
ceile qui ce trouvera conlonne i Vuvw du regent, emportera 
la balance. 

18. Le regent ne peat Bommet m mix, grandea dignit^s du 
rojanme, ni au plaoes d*officiirs.g^]»6iim< ^ l!>am^ fie. ."terre ' 

-'-et^d^mer. . , ,.. ,,,. ,, -• 

^ t9» Tow lea actes de la r^noe Bont aniK^ilu fpi ^q^. 
20. La garde dii loimineur e«« «Qn$4€^ a iH^i^^r^,, frt,.i««oii 
' 466iilt, au prince d^aign^ par le mi def^jk« . . v' 

Ne peuvent ^tce ^lus poor la garde du roi Qioeqri p le j^nt 
ni tea deicendans. 

• '■ r,^ ,. . .HTBJBIV*. ,. 

Du Gfand-^ooiaeU et du CoDiteil :P]»v^ 
' . t|fl*>Lei|caiui-GttiMil «et cDiDpos^ des pjri^caa.dw 8«ag» dee 
^tpdaoce, dQC9^:et comtea nomn^^s; et am ekoi^4« Sa Mi^eit^, 
qui en fixe Uu-mlme le nombre. 
22. Le cbnseil eat pr^sid^ par le roi ; et loraqu^il ne les pr6- 
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•y« pM Iti-^uMm^f ftl'dirigw « ^m- gittbda ^' toyatame poor 

TITRE V. 
l>es Orandt Officiers da Rojaume. 

94. Les gnads 'ofBcen du royaume sont lea granda mar^- 
chaux d*Haiti ; ils acmt cfaoiaia parmi lea g^n^raux le foas les 
•fndaa, 8«ldfileQr n^iitr, 

26. Lear noonbre n'eat point fiz€: le roi le d^termio^ a 
chaqua pfoffiotioii. 

20* Lea places det grands dfflcidrs da royaume sont ina- 
moTibles. ^, 

97. 'Lataqne par 'ion ordre dii tbi, on poor cause d'inTaliditjl^ 
VA dea grandli offidera da royaome Tiendrait a cesser sea fonc- 
tieaa, II* etasai'rera aes titxes, son rang, et la moiti^ de son 
tnataMcat^ - 

TITRE VI. *r 

Des Ministres. , vm.is 

28, II J aura dans le royaume quatre ministfes^ ao^/^oi^^ et 
a la nomination da roi. • > i t '- ' 

Le ministre de la gaerre et de la marine. . . . : « ck 

Le ministre des finances et de I'lnt^rieur. 
Le Yniniatre des afiaires 6trangeres. ^ 

fifcceloi de la jastice. . j • t > 

29. Les ministres sont membrea da conseil, et ont ^oia^lti^f. 
lib^ative. . , »,...» 

80. Les minifltres rendent compte directement a Sa Maja<|^, 
et prennent ses ordres. , . » -^ 

TITHE VII. - V. 

Des.Senneas* '>t/ 

SI. A son avenement oa a sa majority, le roi pr^te 
snr r^vangilei en pc^aance des gnodea a^toiit^ dn/rdyiaaoa* 
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tionsy pr^ aosii serment, accompagn^ de»iaiiflie»'i«tai4t£*» 
., }3* Lfsl^tptouBftdaffiipiittdiH«ei) ley gCMicU offieieMi lep 
^niitres et le seci^taire d'etat pr^tent um tMnoADft d« M0kk 
eatre lea nuuna do zoL j 

tiTRE.Vm en Dernier. J i» 

De la pT09ml|{«ti«flU . ,. i- 

. $4. Ln promulgation de toot les actes dii lio^wqe Qtt jmiw» 

; 17. par la gr^ce de Diea et la Loi constitntk)^MieU«k de Vjkl^t, 
roi d'Haiti, k tons pr^ns et a venir* SaluV 
" Ces actea se tenninent ainsi qn*il suit : 

Mandons et ordonnons que k» pc^sei^e9» rev^MlM de Mtre 
.teeauysoient adress^es a toutes^les cours. tril^ana^ift antivit^a 
administratives, peur qu'ils les tranacriTept dana Ifsntn vegiatnw* 
fee obserVent et les fassent observer dans tout le royvunftf M 
le ministre de la justice est charg^ de la promulgation. 

38. Les expeditions ex^cutoires des jugemeas des cours de 
justice et dea tribunaux, sont r6dig6es ainsi qu'il suit^ < , 
" IV. pai^ la grice de Diea et la Loi constitut^onu^lJe die I'etat, 
roi d'Haiti, a tons pr6sens et a venir, Saint. 

Suit la copie de Tarret on jugement. 

Mandons et ordonnons a tous huissiecs sur ce requis, 'de 
mettre ledit jugement ^ execution ; a nos procureurs jftis 
lei trlbunaux d'j tenir la main ; a to^ command ans tt officiers 
de la'fotee publique de prdter main-forte loraqu'ils en aeront 
l^galement requia. 

'En-fbi de quoi le pr^aent jugement a ^ sign^ p/ir le pre- 
sident de la cour et le greffier. 

Fait par le Conaeil d'Etat d'Hatti. 

Au Cap-Henrj, le 28 Mais 1811, an huitieme de Tinci^ 



*' 



(Sigai) J^' AMMifi, doyen; Andr^ Teraet, Touasaiat 
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Bi»f»« Jtm-nMff '9mM^ ttdtial "Bttsfi*. S^AsiMgtn 



Nooi, pxifet tpottoUqne et offldieiv ^ti6itax i!tf tefrs dt 9<s 
; •doaiiittxm teun d«t finaaeet et offiden de justice, soofl'^ 
ngB6t» taut en notre nom perMmnel qn'en celoi de rarm^ et 
da people, doBt noos sommes id les orgknesj noua joignons de 
coeor et d'esprit an Cbnseil d'etat, poor la proclamation de St 
teafeit^, 'HsKBT Cheistopbb, Koi d'Haiti, notre voan et 
cehd da peaple et de rarm^ 6tant tel depuis Iong>temps.^ 

C. Brelle, pr^fet apostolique ; N. Joachim, Hotianez, )ieti' 
tenans>g^^az ; Pierre Toudsaiot, Bapfaael, Louis Achiffe, 
Charles Chariot, Cotfereau, Jasmin, f*retogt, Dnpont, CHarlei 
Pierre, Ouehier, Simon, Placide Lebrun, mar§cliaux de camp ; 
daafien Jean-Bapfitte, IHerte S^aint-Jean, contre-amiiaujE ; 
Almansor lils, Henry Proijc, Chevalier, Papalier, Kaimond, 
l^icard, Ferrier, Dossotl, Caze, hrigadiers des arm6es i Bastiea 
Fablen, Cadet Antoine, Bemardine Sprew, cheia de divisioa 
de ta marine ; Stanislas Latortue, Joseph Latortue, intenaans ; 
3>elon, contrdlenr; Jean-Baptiste Petit, tr6sorier; 1^. A* 
Charrier, directenr des domaines; L. Kaphae), directeur des 
douanes ; Bojer, garde-magasin central ; Juste Hugonin, com* 
inissaire g^n^ral du gouveroeinent pres les tribanaux ; Isaac, 
joge de paix; lagroue, Chanlatte, notaires; Dupuy, inter- 
pr^e da gouvemement. 

lie 6^. Avril fht 1e jourchoisi pour la publication de la Con- 
Stittition* Le coflseit d'etat en grande'tenue, le comnussaira 
g6a6ral du gouvemement portant Toriginal de la'Loi constitu^' 
ikMiuelle, le goavemeur de hi capitale, les officiers He l*^tat- 
tnajor et ceax des regimens en gamisons dans la capitale, les 
oficiets d'administration, les mesAl^reB des tribunkui, les d6- 
i^oAettri; Itito prindpaux n^gocians Haitieus, comme Strangers, 
et one foule de citoyens respectables de tons les ^tats et de 
leiife cteditiota, tons ai^es et confondus, aoim^ par la gaieti 



p0itd^ aa aim d'oDf it»i«U|a^ |;iMnaidraj« tets^tonisi lai;4)IiQiM 
et canefours, et ont doim6 lecture aa people de VA inBon 4a 
€oaseU d'Btat^ ttiui fifm^ue :. .> ^' 

* • ." • • •• , •' 't(> :ji • <••» f 1 * • ■ * «iif V... 

? ♦ / . '• ; • . ■ -. • ■ ^ •'.•!< i nil -■•',' : 

Kote(X). 
ARR^Te qai reduit a cinq pour cent le ^roit 4*lmporta- 

tion sar les Marcbandiaes de^ Manufacture Anglaiseile 15 

Octobre 1814. , ' ! 

Alexandre Petion, Frdsident d'HaVti : — Consid^r^uit que 
ie commerce de la Grande Breta^e a ^te tres avanta^eux a la 
B^ublique, et ta&me I'a aid6e dans les circonstances les plus 
critiques ou elle s'est trouv^e^ et d6sirant Tencourag^ de plus. 
en plus^ a arr^t^, et arr^te> se qui suitw 

Article 1. — A compter du 1^' Janvier 1815^ les mar- 
cbandises manufactur^es dans les pays sous la dominaxion de 
$. M. Britannique^ ne seront assi^i^ties qu'a un droit de.c|nq 
pour cent sur le tarif do [no date given], a lenr entree dans le 

Art. 2. — ^Toutes les marchandises. autresque celles ci-dessui, 
contiauerontj comme par le pass^, a payer le drqit d'importa' 
tion, a raison de 10 pour cent sur le mSm^ tarif sus-dit. 

Le present arr^te sera imprim6, publi6, et ezp6di§ aux admi- 
nistrateurs et directeurs des douanes, enregistr6 par-tout ou be^ 
spin sera, et ex^ut^ a la diligence de Tadministrateur-g^n^ral 
des finances, 

Donn^ au Port-au-Frince, le 15 Octobre 1814, an 11 de 
i*Ifld6pendance. 

(SigttQ) . JPJifiWi. 

B^ 1»»IVAQ* 
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* NtMrs(Y).' r : 

'KAPPffRT fidt & rAiieiolit^e Cbiiititotiite par son ConiH^ ^ 
"Coiiitfiytkiii/daxiK it Stods da^ I^&einbre 1809. " 



• ▼: •' < 



Poum rendre ime i^Tolation utile, il fkot, apres a'^trf ., ffU 
iiMticf 4^n^ tjwh hHfV^J .CTtCPre.pni la tyrapnie. et Ivi.^i 
*ous mpjens 4e ae r^jproduiie, ^el a ^ le ▼qeu. aioai que. 
^'objet da peuple en vooa DOmmant poui^ Ifii donner nn^ cooftii:; 
tution. Oiarg^ par Tooi, Citoyeni, de recueillir le^ prin^ipj^ 
et let inatitotiooa lef plus propiea a fonder e^t a assurer la liber- 
t6 et le bonbeur de nos condtoyens, noua Tenons vous pr^- 
•enter le r^sultat de notre traraii* 

C'est nne T|rit6 incontestable, que le meilleur systejne. de. 
gouyernement est celui qai, ^tant le mieuz adapts aux carscr 
tdres et aux mqpurs du peuple pour qui il est fait, doit lui pro- 
curer la plus grande somnie de bonheur ; mais il est 6ga]emei^|. 
'Evident et certain, qu*il est des principes conin\uns,a tonte 
bonne constitution : le plus essentiel de ces princjpes ^^t la^^ 
s^aration. des poa:(;oirs^ puisque lenr concentrat'iOD.da^s l^^^^^ 
memea mains est ce qui constitue et d^fioit le despoti^me^ ^. . . ^^ 

Nous Toas prpposoBs done, Citoyens, d'6tablir un B|na|^.^^|^ ^ 
les roen)bres seront ^lus, pour cette fois, par TAs^pbl^ Cnn-r, 
stituante, et seront pris a I'avenir panni les fonctionnai^resjpnf)-. 
lies que le peuple aura d^sign^. Ainsi le s6nat sera compos^ 
de niilitairea qui se seront signal6s par des services rendus a la 
patriOfBtde citoyens qui, par leurs talens et leurs vertus, auropt,. 
m6rit6 la confiance publique. 

Voyez quels avantages doivent resulter de cette institution : . 
nos lois ne seront plus Tevpression dn caprice et de la volon^ 
d'un individu toujours port6, par ses passions, i s^pj^^r squ in- ^ 
t^ret particulier de Tint^rSt g^^l. Elles seront routrage 
d'homooes integres et ^lair6s ; elles seront soumises a un eza- 
men severe et a une discussion publique. Ceuz qui les fturo^t . . 
dict^s comme s^ateurs, seront forc^ d'y ob^ir comme ci» 
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.tojreiiB* ' Le peuple n'aan plbh ^leriliiidve que l!imp6t pe^se silt 

xess^ a le garandr a cet ^gard» que le poids poiteniit »nt eux 

C^est par la s^paiAt^ d<&s pouTo^, Citdyens, qae les Am^-' 
rScainl so&t devenu[9 libiikbleiix etflonssans daiisu&e p'rogressioii 
teil^ment' tapfde, que lei a&nales d^aucun peupTe n'olfreot ua 
paT«iI exemple. 

Z<a s^paAifiott dea pouvoira a jeti^ sur l^Angteterre un 4clat 
que a'ottt pu tefnir lies d^fkiits de son gourernemeDt. 

Nous avons era devoir tous proposer ae composer le s^oat 
de Tmgt-qdatre membres. Ce corps ne doit pas etre trop nom- 
breux, rexpression des a^airies en souffiirait; it (ioit'retre 
aumsomment pour que les lois se troorent conformes, autant 
qiie possible, au d^sir et a la volont^ du peuple. 

ILa nbmlfiation aux emplois et aax fonctlons le I'l^tat, que 
BOOS avons attribute au senat, sera toujours lin des articles les 
pms essentiels' dans ioute Constitutioo. Cest Toufoir per* 
▼ertir respiit public ; c*est vouloir preparer l^esclavage de ses 
cOAcitoyebs, que de reconnattre aii t^ouviir !l^±^cutif cette 
initicrtaDte attributidti. Les fonctionnaire^ publics ne (toivent 
pohit se consid^rer comme les creatures d'hn indiTidti : toiit 
doit au contraire leur rappeler sans cesse qulls sont les agens 
et les d6l6gu69 du peuple ou de ses repr^sentaos. Ainsi done, 
en boniie tb^orie, et dans la pratique de tout gouvemement 
bien ordonn6, le droit de nommer les fonctionnaires publics 
appartient essentiellement a la puissance legislative. 
. Vbus n'avez pas oubli^ ce que produisit, sous I^essalines, 
cette pf^ogaiite de nommer aux places, qui fat une de ses 
usurpations. X^ambition et la ciipidit^ s'emparerent de toua 
les coeurs : desbommes irr^procbables jusqu'alors, consentirent, 
pour dbienir on conserver un emploi, a se faire les supp^ts et 
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l^ Hump it U tytvant ; d'tnlre^ dennnat^ a U TokoAl^ .d« 
tjfiM, Im vMtnuMiu dfi ta i!6rQcit6, 

Toi^ !«• c)ief8« il Oft van, ae refsemblent poiot a Desaalm^; 
was ca 16giiUti9n on conpta aor lat piincipes, et jamtui aar 1^ 
bominaa* 

Calui qui eft charge de faiva des loia pour son pajs, 6carte de 
Ini toataa pavslona, amai qae tootea affections parCicalieret : le 
aaint aiooior de 1» patiie ren^it sen cnur tout entier : le mo* 
neot present n'est point toat poor lui ; son &me s'^ance dam 
Tavcnir ; il s'associe anx generations qui doivent lui 8ucc6der > 
ii Teut qua l^s loia poUtiques et civilea aoient en harmonie avec 
lea loit de la nature, paroe qu'il se regarde comme Torgane et 
le ninistre de oelte Providence divine, qui a cree fhomme 
poar qu'il fQt henrenx dane toos les temps. 

D'aiUeoia, Citoyens, si none dei^gnioaa au chef dn gonve^i^- 
^ ment una portion senlement do Ponvoir Legialatif, au lien de 
travailler pour la Ubert6« nous 6tablirion8 ledespotisme. L'ex- 
p^rience ne prouve-t-elle pas que le Pouvoir Legislatif.tend 
•aans cesse an rel&cheroent, tandis que le Pouvoir Ex^cutif ac* 
quiert sans cesse une plus grande intensity de force ? 

Noas Tous proposons, Citoyens, qu'aucune somme ne sorte 
du tr^sor public sans la signature du Secretaire ^'"Etntg qui, 
place auprds dn Senat, sera toujours pr^t a lui rendre com^te 
de ses operations. II est juste que le peuple, dont les tont|i« 
bntions ferment les rerenus de TEtat, soit instmit de Tempki 
<)ui en a ete fait. S*il en etait aotremeat; si, comme dans ki 
monaxphles, le tresor public devenait le tiesor d'un indindo, la 
corruption a'introduirait jnsque dans le Senat. JLes hommea 
etant par-tout les memos, i^ons la modestie de cioire qne i^us 
ne serons pas plus incormptibles dans notre Eepublique, qnlU 
•ele sont aUteurs. 

Dans la situation oilk nous nous trouvolis avec les autres gov 
Tenpemena, il est important de reconnaStre au Seitat le dioit 



^cilis. Noaa devon'e rechc^et^t Ik 1>h^veiYtimccr ^t '1[hl9t^^^ 
I'Mi^ dte f6u»1^ gimvehi^fateiis. ^ti T^ pipdi hi 6»fttd« 
vt te t«^i<rqQnetf^ tl6tit A&i;iio^iriitr6iis droit dPelp&eV'it^ 
lettr pftrt, uii retour de proc6d^ nobles et g^n^reuz. ' ' ' 

' CSi'^oad 6c'<hij$2lnt tfu Fbuvdir !C3^6ctiftif, iidtts iiora p€hij^ t]Ufc 
ife tRr^ &o^ite db PriUdeta t^tait eelai qd cbnt^'Aatt ti^ 'pl^s 
tLtHpereirii^t uAigistrat 'dd la fClpfirMlqiie. "Kbtra vbu^ pto'poi^ik 
qii^ sole ^lu pour quatie ans, et qull puisse itre m<i&(tniftiS\ 
T^'&h; noas vdtis'prot^dsbns atidsi qti^il ait le cotaniaiid^meiiC de 
VtStta^B, et qti'il nomm^ Uh cd^misiiaires'pres 16s TH!fii^iiaa:t. ^ 

Cetf poavoirs et ses attributions, qui excedent' ceui' qti^ poB*- 
'sSdalt le Birectoire Ex^cutif de France, rendent extr^memefrt 
importante la carriere qu'il va parcourir. D^ja, nous enten^bhs 
la Voix du'pebple qui Tul'crie : ' 

** Kos'Repr6sentan8 vous ont 61u a la prelniere magis^raturc 

"fih l*Ctat: ih tjnt voulu qiie vous en fussiez le premier Citoyen. 

'^Iflbnheulrs, dignity, fortune, ils ont tout accumuU sur vdtre 

ttt^.^^ltbofi le tn^ritej!, tons serei toiite votre vie entour^ de 

rddat da cbrnmamderoent ; Aiais c'ontribuez a nous rendre heu> 

^ir^iiik.'' K(ii>'pe1e2-t6us qixll vient un moment bu toutes les il* 

'hJitfdlifs'deS Wmmes se dissipe'nt; et que, lorsqiie vous seres 

%kttv^ 4 ce teitee auqael ta nature Vous appele comme "tout 

hitte, vbus lie tironvcires alors de r^el.et de consolant que 1« 

"^ii^oignage d'un'iB consclen'ce irr^pfociiable, ainsiquele souvenir 

' ^es ^rvieed rendtis 4 la patrie." 

1)anB'l*attiele qui traite de la justice civile, votts trouveirez 
' ^ed dispositions qui garantissent vos propri^t^; et dans Tartick 
' 'qtii tmite'de la justice crimiiielle, vous trouverev des disposi- 
^ ticms qm respirent rhumanTt^. 

£& reconnaissant a tout dtoyen le droit d^^mettie et d« 
^tAi^rtifes pens^es sur les matieres du gouvemement, noui 
fiAB(fbB de ia liberty dd la presse, le pMladiiim de la Elbert^ 
publtqve. 
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Gomreni^s par d« tela prindpes, olj^iMant k one coii8tfJtiKlbl|> 
qui Mfi 1ft booBMie qui nous emp^hent de nous ^g^f^ d^m^^ 
route que dous tTons a taivre, que doub n)ftDqiiei^rt;i^.p(^ 
toe heureux 1 Rien, Citoyens, si nou^ saypn^ user 4^ V^eu^, 
faita de cette Providence divine qui nooi a prot^69 dai^s tool^* 
DOS entreprifles; etqui, en nous plagmnt au centre de^cetJ^rchi- 
pel, soai on del heureux, sur une terre de veryeiUeaae, 'ffvti^ 
Jit^y seroble nous ayoir destines a^tre le people le pjlus fortnnf ^ 
de rtJnivers. 

(Sifni) pETioN, CszAR THSLiMiiQUB, Tbjiodax TaiciE^^Ty. 
MjkOLoiaB Ambroisb, Bbuno Bl4.ncb£t» DAvm-^npr, 
Manic AT« Bonnet, Lts. 
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NOTB (2). 

ADHESSE bU SENAT AU PEUPLE. 

Apr^ avoir reconquul tos droits 'et d6clar6 a runivers qiw^ 
voos'VouIiez vWre libres, uitUpendant, et gouveminpar vofi ffo- 
yfes toUf vous avez eu encore a combattre la tyrannic q^^ii s'^tait 
4lev(e dam votre propre sein. Le g6nie de la Libert^ a trioqpipb^ 
et vous vous ^tes donn6 une .Constitution, ou lea droits 4.9. , 
jpeuple out £t6 stipuI6sy sa garantie &x€e, I'ordre social -^l^litj^ 
▼ous devez ce bienfait a la Providence, k votre courage, ^t afi. 
d^vouement des cbefs qui vous ont dirig^s. Vous avez pensi, 
ayec raison, qu'une Constitution cr6^e dans le tumuUe 4f^.. 
anties, sur les debris sanglans du despotisme, au milieu .d^ 
passions mal ^teintes, foumirait peut-dtre a I'exp^rj^nce 
qaelques abus a corriger ; vous vous ^tes reserve le droi^ d^ j}ft 
r6Tiserdans un espace de neuf anuses; la propflsiti(^.en;fi 
6t€ accord^e au S^nat qoi vous repf^sente. . ^ 

Citoyens, cette ^poque est arriv^e ;'la R^publiqae a si^^ti^^f^ 
tons les obstacles et toutes les enjtraves qui aurai^t p^ v'i^ 
poser a sa marcbe ferme et assui;6e.; elle a ^Jev^ s^n fr^^ .jo)fr 
jestueux au-dessus de toutes les tenip^tes qui se sent fvrm^es 
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contre elle ; rien n'a r^ast^ tl Taccomplissement de $^% h«a^s 
destines. 
' Cette p^rlode d^ notre existence politique s'est op6r4e sous 
I'exetcice des s^natean que nous rempla^ous par votre choiZ| 
eC par Pexpression de la loi, soua la pr^ddence de cet liojnme 
rire et vertaeuz, doat les mains liabiles, le coeur droit et g6n^« 
retix, ont, de concert avec vos l^gislateurs, conserve Tint^grite 
4e la H^publique, le d^pdt pr^cieox de nos lois et Tbonneur 
na^nal. Avec des ezemples si frappans et des intentions 
poresy nous nous estimerons heorenx de pouvoir les ixniter, et 
de matcher dans la carri^re qu*ils nous ont si noblement trac^e. 

t3itoyens, nos devoirs. Id bonheur du peuple, ses droits, aa li^ 
bert6y son ind^pendance, seront toujours notre premiere pen* 
s^; nous ne noos Icarterons jjamajs de cette obligation^ e$ 
ramoor de la palrie sera le palladium de tos Bepr^ntans. 

Le premier acte de notre autorit6 doit 6tre un bienfait pour 
BOtre R^publiqua, an appel aa people pour consacrer a jamais 
son etat en society et ses privUegea j pour se couvrir de I'^gi^^. 
sacr^ d'une Constitution definitive, afin qu'il puisse jouijr|KH]^ 
toujours des avantages qu'elle doit lui procurer, et appi«nflrc^ 
att:t nations que la K^publique de Haiti est un Gouvern^jp^nt 
juste, {bnd6 sur des l(us sages et positives, ou chacun peyit 
exeVcer les droits qu'elle lui accordent^ et trouver siirei^ ^t 
protection. 

£n coiis^quence, le S^nat, apres avoir mibement examine 
le titre Xll de la Constitution, propose au peuple, apres qu'il 
se sera conform^ aux articles 183, 184, 185 et 186^ du meme 
titre, de reviser les articles des titres suivans : 

Titfe I. ' Dispositions G^^rales. 

Titre n. Da Territoire. 

Titre III. Etat politique des Citoyens. 

Titre IV. De la Religion et des Moeurs. 

Tkre V. Pouvoir L^gislatif. 

Titre Vl. Ihroibulgation dea Lois. 
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ntM yn. Da Pimvoit EK^tit 

Titre VIII. Du PouToir Judlciaire. .*^! ' ~ 

Et its titret X eC XI, da la CuUwre tt du Ci^mtr&i ai^ '^ae 

Left diiF(^reiM trticles de toiu les titres d-dessQa, c;ilgel2^ %k 
chaBgement, ils Tom tont d^gign^i pour eiifure le redfesetf- 
meat. - •■; 

Le lieu deatin^ pour la tenue des seances de rAssemSlee'^^ife 
lUviflioii, est fix6 au Gran<l-6otTe pour le premier da ndis de 
Jf an prochain. ^ .v 

La pr^sente Adresae iiera Ine, publi^e et adress^4 par nn 
meatai^e aa President d'Haiti poar aroir son execution. 

A ta Maison Natiooale da Port-aa-Piince, le 6 F^Tner 1919, 
«n IS de rind^pendance. ^ ^"^ ' 

Panatott, PrtsidenC 
RxLAiBB, Secx^faire. 

(NoTB AA). — ^The actual condition of the government ia ^ 
fairly given as mj materials enable me to do ; bat I do not wish 
to involve myself in any disciiasieBs as to its perfection or imper- 
feotiOQ, Tbe^urts stated have been dertvefl ivj>m jb^^9«t au- 
thorities, and those who wish to treason upon them may exerdie 
their owA discretion ; but it should be always r^ollected that 
I am not respoqsihle for their deductions, as one person has 
atteaatod to make me. . 

J have been xnocb cenaored ^r having described nia^iiMe as 
aaa inititiitioQ lUcle regaided ; and much iooiisb^^^sfjune has 
beni expend^! not to diaprove what 1 8,ajr> ^^t V^ ^^ ^^ ^ 
ought to be wrong. .The statements in ithe .t^^ begt i^^tnte 
the sagacity of those who, knowing nothing Crojin .pUteryi^tion, 
would h«ve it beliaved tlxit a coirect estimate of tbg^^^bit^ and 
moKak of A people can be obtained, simply by re^^re^npe to some 
particular iawa. .Were I at.aU disposed to ^iwussicfn^^it would 
)>e very easy to estaUisb all that I hav« ever. adv«aced» bj. tks I 



V 

liWft wUob have onlj beeii examiaed for oae specific object, 
thit <tC deac^bing wi imagiiiary people^^ 

BluM has also been heaped upon me bj the same candid 
|iR80ii> becaase I described educaUoi; as being at' a low'pitch *. 
(did ao.advisedly ; and the hct is not sabverted by other hda, 
that there are some well informed and well edaeated people ih 
the R^pi^bllc • the former is g^eneral, the latter the exception. 
Were it necessary^ I coald give a long list of fanctionaries 
botk civil and militaty, who can neither read nor write ;' blat I 
ponoeive it to be nnnecesiary to do so ; and to etiter iftfo* any 
needless details on such topics, I appce&end woald be eMdebce, 
np^ of a desire to fstabtish the truth,* but of triBmg wffHiEhe 
feelings of iadividoals in a way that would be unwarraniabt^. 



*. 4 



NoTB (BB).— The regnlatbns of Polverel are ttto long to be 
kt^ given) and^|p necessity is in a great measnr^ sttpeafeeded, 
hf their having been already given at fall length in the repdsti 
late tDrfore pariiamtot. • . . . - ,*5r^ 

Nsvs<CC> V- ■ 

"" ' ' * Ati Cap, le 16 Th^rmidor, Tan ^ de M mi^W^e 

Fran^ois^, t^ne et ifidlfi^l^fe. * - ^ 

Le G^^ral de Division, agent particulier, an IHfeetOdi^ fi]l6* 

eiiti^ & l^t. Domiogne; aiix AdministratlMii Monidpales; 

'" iiiit I'illiinant dorreidtloiin^ls et da P&ix^ Itiix CdttfttlMaif^s 

* da tHh^ctotfe Et^cutif ; Ait Offidier» O^ktiAit ; ««t Gdlb- 

''''' ASiliiViau^ d'AtrOtidisieiiient^ et aiut Offidert sbpM^MS de 

'^ Jb V5ai adresse ci-joint; Cfftoyens, Pahr^ qncf jevf^sFS de 
*" fftoAti ; s^ Te^ obffgalions r(§dptoqnes des pioprlSfiufes e% fi»r- 
' m^ W'd^ a^Vatems, ei cdncentknt Ta {K>lic(6'&1kil«-«bi«r«er 
""inf lei liMtatl^^r UTikh persttild6 q6h ttt ItAiffM jlrMukgit 
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pv tOQt Teffct qu'oB doit en e»p^mr« ai les^iiiges dd ptix^«ll 
■gens mumcipaox, les QonuMndans n^Ht^isBJi et 4cii oommtmit 
daiu do ^odannene ne feuoieot p«^ comfiendi^ »¥i^i>isaa^ 
coap de pttieace, aiu calttTAteosB^ let m/Ai^ de .(hauwiie^i^ 
ditpooitiQot qu'il leaCen&c^ je toiu recompanda ,de les iooi 
Itire expliqacr clairenifint en Citele» toutes les foip qn'o^ |e|^ 
en fen lecture. 

Notxe labUrae ConetitQUen ventU liberty, et tooA Ids Ipnc- 
tionoaixet pnblict, en jonuoi de la meiniynir^ ont toui^ une l^aae 
tornelle a U roj^ut^ el a ranaychie* MaUieuc aox insens^ 
gni aveogl^ par lean pr^Jin^bt on par reapour de piolit^enr, 
co9e dn d^sordie, cbexctteroient a donner. dea inqoi^tiidfef fk ^ei 
hoDunea qai ne ae lauaent quelqnefpia tAmmh <pie ^pw^^W^ 
aont aossi sunplca que bona ! C'eait a tons lea agena du gen- 
venement a aai^eiller les malveiUana /et lea intiiga|^»'f let 
pqnnniyr^ aana jeUche. et i |ea l»freij|pnc i^i^imi^ 
doivent connottre de leore d^Uta. . . .-^ .-, ,-.«- 

A St» J)<MDingne» comme en Fiance, leq xoyalistea ^ letj^nnj^ 
cbistes ▼oient, en longiaaant, P^tabUssement et I'affecmseQei^ 
de Tordre constitntioonel. Pour trooblei la tranqiullU^^erila 
colonie, Us tentent tons les mo/eos de nuire i la HOiiu^tl^^ 
cultures : perauadons auv cojtivateura, dise^t-ils, qw^ la libe^ 
conaiste a ne paa tra^ailler ; et ai noua j r^ussiasons, nous W 
remettrona dana TeKlavage, paioe que la «»lQnie ne £usant pins 
de leTenn, la m^opole Tabandonnenu Seniblabl^ ,«u-.^^|i^ 
qui s'empaie des lucbea, jila finiroient par ex,teai%jpM^3j4^e 
abeilles. Mais non, lea ami^e la liberty, lea naia fripujblif^i^ 
fefont aentir aux cultivateuia que jLe travail aeul p^t.Jes^«iii)sp 
beoieux, en leor procurant abondanunent ka luQiy^a da pqor- 
^mr auz beaoitts de leur fanulle> et en iterant ,1a coluai%{au: 
degr^ de splendeor anquel j^e doit pr^tendie. . . .- ^.^ 

Vous ne pooTea done trop veiUer a la iitiicte^ex6QV||tJM>|i.dff -> 
mesures que je preacris^ toit en iaveur des eultifiteiiiB^ j)^j^9i]|^ 
la bonne police dea habitationa. Loraqoe oea meaores aqrpnt 



^fodnii tear eff^t, ktk y fixtttft les cixldvatean, on poiirra di-' 
mfaiiieir'U dtxr^e des peines infiig^es 4 cenx qi^ manqueroieat a 
Idortezigagettenfl et aax vagabonds. ' Elted ne lear seroient pas 
ittti ieoifi^Ietf, si on ne lea fedsoit pas tfaraifier pendant )euf 
d£tcfnt£bn, soit anz ttataux publics, sur les routes, soit a ta 
culture. 

Les administrations municipales et les comniandans mililaifes 
detoQtes hs coinniunes/ovl il y a des maisons de (Intention, ae 
concerttiront pour faire choisit, sur une des habitations non en- 
oOre entieiexnent en valeur, d port6e de la commune, un em- 
pMetnent propre d la culture des Tivres de terre. * 

lies adittinistnitions municipales feroni fbumk les graines, les 
botittffes et led outib n6cessaires pour cuttiver les vivi«8 qui ne 
sdtbat d^livr^, Mit pour les troupes, soit poor les prisonniers, 
(foe d'apt^ leur autorisation. 

>Xied^fft>pri6taff6> ou fcrmiers' des habitations, ou fon culti- 
▼era ces vivres, seront ten us de veiller a leur conservation, et de 
d€£gn6r, & cet effet, un gardien auquel la municipality fera 
^mttet une petite retribution. 

* CMterkributton et les d^penses d'outits et de graines seront 
ph^^i' paif les fr^oriers, sur les ^tats des adminUtrations mu- 
nlcSpale^,- ordonnanc^es par les oommissaires charges en cbef du 
sclfTrcd" 

'-^fl'bonimahdans miKtaires feront conduire lea prisonniers 
aSk tnivk^s par des d€tachemens de troupes, qui les surreilleront 
peiidaittTe travail et prendront toutes les meaures qu'ils croironlf 
ntossalves pour ehip^cher leur ^asion, dont les commandans 
d^iMcacbemens, commes d leur garde, r^pondront. 

XeH vfcilfards et les prisonniers hon accoutum^ anz travaux 
de' la* eampagne seront employes a flure de la charpie, de la fi- 
lasse, ou a d'autres travaux de filature utiles pour les bdpitaux 
efhrdMfte-. 'Dit tbmmissaire de la municipality d^tenniaera 
l€» ^BtlhAE. d^ Pllkti^eur des prisons, et en surveillera Tez^- 

ctftntt.^ ' ' 
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Iion^a'tm Ttgabood aora 6bk condanm^ a la prison poor six 
|BoUi s'autorue le Juge de paix qui aara prononc^ la detent^on^a 
ten fair^. sortir arant I'expiration de ce terme, s'il conaeni a 
^i^racter un epgagement 

Je pretcris aux adminiatrations monicipales, aux ivjm ^ 

paiz> aux commandaiu militaires dea grands arrondissejaen8j.ct 

pixx officiers sup6rieur9 do la gendarmerie, de me rendre compla 

Crequeroment de tout ce qui a rapport aux dispositions de cetta 

l^ttrcy et a Tei^ution de I*arr^t^ qui Taccompagne. 

^ L«es comroandans niiJitaires en rendront aussi compte exact^* 

ment aus officiers g^^raux commandans leur arrondissement. 

Salut et fraternity, 

'i » 
(Sign^) T. Hedouville.. 

' > •. 
Par TAgentparticulier au Directoire : — Le Secretaire G^n^ral 

de I'Agence, 

(Sign6) GAVTHiEa. 

ARRCTe concemant la Police des Habitations et 'lis Ofai- 
gatiuns r6ciproques des Propri^taires, ou Ternivh?/ et ^i 



Cultivateurs.— 1798. * ^ ■ ■''*' 



>.€•'♦ 
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Kxtrait du ReRistre drs Deliberations de I'Agence au Directoire 

£x6cutif a St. Domingue : , , 

L*Agence du Directoire Ex^cutif, consid6rant que l*agTicuI- 
tare ^tant la base la plus aolide de la prosperity des etatai il est 
necessaire de prendre tons les roojens possibles pour la rendre 
fioiissaate, et d'assurer en meme temps aux cultivateurs le miit 
de If ur travail et tpus lea avantages qu'on pent leur procurer sur 
les habitations : 

Considerant qu'en France, ou la Uberte existe comme a St. 

' •• • -^ -. .. / 

Domingue. la loi punit Thomme qui ne travaille pas, et que les 
vagabonds sont arrSt^s et condamnes a une detention plus o« 
moins longue suivant Texigence des cas : 

Con^derant que lea ouvriers des grandes manufactures j sont 
autorises a prendre des engagemens riciproqu^s avec les chafs da 
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ces ipanufactuies, pour im temps limits conforra^ment a Tartick 
16. de la declaration des droits de rhomme, ainai con9u : " Tout 
homme peat engager son temps et ses services, mais il ne peat 
le yendre ni ^tre Tenda ; la personne n*est point one propn^t^ 
aii4nable :'* 

Consid^rant que les cultivateurs et manoeuvriera de la colonic 
peayent se procurer une aisance plus grande que ceux de France, 
par la bonne police et discipline des ateliers : 

Consid^rant enfin que rezp6rience pronve que les cuItiTateara 
laborieux retirent beaocoap moins de fruit de leurs peines 
lorsque lenrs freres du m^oie atelier s'abandonnent a la paressc. 
a la nonchalance, etmdroe au vagabondage : en vertu de I'articlt 
9. de la loi du 12 Nivose, qui Tautorise a faire provisoirenient 
des r^glemens de culture qui comprendront les obligations 
r^proques des propri^taires et des caltivateors ; arr^te ce qui 
suit : 

,f^^^* — ^Les, cultiviUears jouiront du qpart du reveo^des 1^- 
bitatiops ^u^ leaqueJlles lis ont pris des engageroens ; 1^ quart 
restera quitte de tous droits et frais, 8ans,qu'il puisfie en ^a 
lien distrait sous ancun pr^texte. Les propri^taires ou fermiers 
ne pourront disposer d'aucune partie de leur reveou, qu^an 
pr^Iable ils n'aient pay6' ce quart, qui dans aucum cas n« 
pourra ^tre vers^ dans les magasins de la R^publique. 

2. — Des denr^es seront partag^s a chaque livraison, entre le 
propri^taire et le cultivateur, en nature ou en argent, an prix 
du cours, au choix du propriltaire ; en cas de partage en nature, 
celui-ci sera tenu de faire conduire a I'embarcadere le plus 
voisin, la portion des cultivateurs. 

3.— Le partage du quart des revenus des habitations revenant 
aux cultivateurs, continuera d'etre fait entr'eux de la maniere 
prescrite par les anciens r^glemens a ce relatifs. 

4. — ^Les cultivateurs auront en outre leurs places i vivrtM ; 
elles seront r^parties 6quitablement entre chaque famille, eu 
Igard a la quality qull convient d'accorder. 
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6. — ^Les propri^taires on fermien toront teinis de f&ire via&r, 
ioigner at D^icamenter, a lean frus, les cnltiTatetin det fiabi-' 
tationi ; et a cet effet, un chirurgien fera sar chacane d'dlea 
deux vintea par d^ade. 

6. — lis aeront encore tenus de leur procurer tons les aran- 
tagea qui leur sont accord^ par lea diff^rena air^^ on proda- 
mationt renduea juaqu^a ce joar, notanunent par ceux du 29 
Aodt 1793 (▼• a.) et du premier Frimaire^ an 5 ; i d^faut de 
quoi, ila y seront contrainta par justice. 

7.— Let propri^taires, fermiers ou g^rans, devront en toute 
occaaion ae conduire en bona peres de famiHe ; ils engageront 
lea cultivateura a former dee mariages Ugitimea, en leur fainuit 
aentir que c'est le meilleur moyen de a'assurer la jouisaance de 
tons les avantagea de la sod^t^ ; de ae procurer des conaolations, 
des soloa et des aecours dans leura chagrins et leurs maladies ; 
de faire regner panni eux la puret^ dea mceursy *Bi nAceaaaife 
pour le bonbeur dea hommea et la conaerration de lew' santi^ ; 
d'accrottre enfin aenaiblement la population de cbaque habtta- 
tion, d'^tendre lea culturea et d'en augmenter les prodmtsl 

8. — Lea perea et mdrea qui auront le plus d'enfana provenant 
des mariagea legitimes, seront distingu6i par le gouTemement, 
et en obtiendron^ des encouragemens, des gratificationa, et m^a* 
dea concessions de terrains. 

lis jouiront d'ailleors des avantagea qui leur sont aaanr^s par 
la proclamation du 29 Aofit 1798. (▼. s.) 

9. — Les beures de travail dea cultiyBteura sont irr^ocable- 
nant fix6ea ainsi qu*il suit : 

Le matin, depuis la pointe da jour jusqn'^ onze Iieurea. Pen- 
dant cet intervalle, y aura une demi-heure destin^ au d^- 
je^ner dea cultivateurs, qui se fera sur le lieu mime od ila sont 
occup^. 

Le sotr, ^es travaux reprendront a deux beures pour 6tre con- 
tinu^s sans intenuption jnaqn'au cr6puscule. 

10. — Pour connottre quels soot les cultiTs tears qui asststent 
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ItffMdiimcnit $ux trftmux de Thahitatiuii, et afin de payer & 
ch^cun d'eux le juste salaire qu'il a m^rit^^ les g^rans de di- 
veraci babitatioDS tiendront un registre exact de leura jourii^es, 
qa'iis aiT^teront tous les joars, en presence des diff^rens chefa 
de travaui ; et lorequUl y aura de Fargent a distribuer a Tatelier, 
lea cultiyatei|fs n'auront part a la distribution qu'en raison de 
leura joum^s de travail. 

11. — ^Lea propri^taires ou ferroiers seront tenus de contracter 
avec les cultivateurs des engagemens dont la dur^e ne pourra 
6tre moindre de trois anodes, afin que les cultivateurs poissent 
aussi jouir de Tam^lioration des babitations, dont le produic 
augmente ^videmment chaque ann6e, en raison dea travauz 
qu'ils y Ibnt. 

12* — Ces engagemens, ou seront balances les int^^ts res- 
peqtifs des propri^taires ou fermiers et des cultivateurs^ seront 
ret^us iralis par les juges de paiz, ou, a leur defaut, p^r les 
oificiers , ou agens municipaux, qui en tiendront un registre 
ouvert, lequel fera foi lorsqu'il s'agira de prouver les petnes 
qu'encourroient les contracteurs, en manquant a leurs engage- 
mens* 

13. — Les juges de paix, ou, a leur d^faut, les officiers ou 

,a^na municipaux, certifieront I'agence trois decades apres la 

reception du present arr^te, da nombre des engagemens qui 

aont; ou seront pris sur les diverses habitations de leurs cantons 

respectifs. 

14*-7-Ne pourra un propri6taire ou fermier renvoyer un culti- 
▼ateor, ni un cultivateur quitter un propri^taire ou fermier avec 
lequel il aura contract^ un engagement, qu'au pr^alable ils ne 
se soient avertis r^proquement una ttsm^e d'avancc, avant 
l*expiration du dit engagement. 

15. — ^Tout cultivateur qui quittera I'habitation sur laquelle il 
aura contract^ un engagement, sera mis pour la premiere fois en 
prison pour un mois, la detudeme poor six mois^ et la Uoisieme 
pour un an. 

VOL. II. N 
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II pajreim en ostre iin gourdin & la geBdarmerie qui rauia 
arrets. 

l6.'^Toat proprl^taire oa fermier qui ne produira pas Ie» 
preuvea des eDgagemena contract^ entxe les cultiTateurs et 
laiy II6 Mra paa admii a fnre dea r^elamatioiu lonqu'ua cm 
plosieura coldyateura qqitteront son haJbitadon. 

17. — ^Tout cultivateur qui, sous pretexts de maladie, ne se 
rendrott pat au trarail et tcioit sorpris traYaillaat bon de Tbabi- 
tation on dans aa place a viTrea aux beuiea da tzavail g§n6nd!» 
•era tenu de payer un gourdin par cheque jour qu*il a*aura paa 
particip^ au travail g^6ral« 

18. — Le produit de cette amende aera d^poa^e entre lea maiiia 
dea gerans, et aera destin^ a former deux prix ^gauz, pour #tre. 
diatribo^ lora du partage da Targent pcOTeBant du quart entre 
lea cultivateura. Cea piiz aeront donn^ au culti^atein et a la 
caltivatrice'qoi auront UaTaill^ le plaa aaaidament. 

19. — Lea cultivateura qui viendro&t a« marche let jeors de 
travail dcvront avoir uae permiaaioii, par 4crit, dea gerans' oe 
leurs habitatioas reapectiTea. 

20. — ^Tout vagabond qui sera arr^t6 et qui n'auroit contracte ' 
aucan engagciment, sera mis en piisun pour six moia. A Tex. 
piration de aa detention il sera tenu de contracter on engage- 
ment; et dana le cas on il maaqoeroit a cet engagement, il 
aeia coadamn^, pour la premiere fbia, a nn an de d^te^tion 'et ^ 
pour la aeconde a deux ana. 

21. — Tout cultivateur oa aumceavrier qui sera mis en prison, 
aera employ^ aux travaux publica pendant le temps de sa d6- 
tention, coaforra^oient a Tarticle 5, titre 2, du d^ret sur la 
police municipale et correctionnelley du 19 Juillet 1791 > (v. a.) 

22. — ^Tous lea diff6rena d*int^i^ de cultivateur a cultivalear, 
et dea cultivateurs avec les propri^ires ou fermiers, seront 
port^ devant les juges de pux, qui conciIien>nt ks parties, ou, 
a'ils ne le peuvent, proaonceroiit d*apies les lois. 

23. — Le propri6taire, fermier ou cultivateur qui aura porie 
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dei pUiates sans fondement, aa joge de paiX| Mia condamo^ i 
one amende de deux goordins pour lea cultiyatean^ et d'una 
gourde, poor les propri^taires on fermiera, laquelle aniei^e sera 
visrs^e avec ceHe desdn^e a former dea piix pour lea cultira- 
teurs les plus laborieuz, 

24« — Si les diff6reiis sarrenns entre les ciildvatettrs occasion- 
noieiit an mouvement snr les habitations, les propri^taires, 
fenoiers ou g6rans en instruiront, de suite, le commandant mili- 
taire le plus a poTt6e desdites habitations, lequel sera tenu de 
s'j transporter aussitdt et de faire an^ter les perturbateurs de 
Tordre, pour Stre traduits devant le juge dd pais da canton. . 

25. — Celui qui aura proToqai6 le mouvement par ses paroles 
oa actions, sera traduit devant le jiige de paiz, ou, s^ y a lieu, 
deyant le tribunal correctionnel^ et condaroii6, selon la gravity 
du d^iit et des cizconstances, a ane peine qui ne pounra exc^- 
der deux ans de prison, conform^ent t^ I'article 25 da titre 2 
dela loi deja cit^. 

^6.— Tons les individas qui aaront pris part an mouvement 
seront condamn^s, par le juge de paix, a one detention, dont il 

« 

d^nninera la^ar^ en raison des circonstaaces et de la nature 
da d^lit| poorvu qa'eUe n'ezsMe pas on mois. 

27. — Les juges de paiz prononceront ^alement la peine de 
detention, qui ne poorra ezc6der an mois, centre tous les 
citoyens qui tronblesoient Tordre, la police et la discipline, qui 
dotvent r^gner dans tons les ateliers. 

28. — ^Toutes les peines qui n'exc^eront pas one ann^ de d€- 
tentioUy teront pronottc^s par les juges de paiz, et lorsqa'elles 
ezc6deront ce terme, par les tribnnaux correctionnels. 

29. — Ites juges rendront compte^ tous les mois, a Tagence du 
Directoire Ex^cutif, des ^^emens qui seront survenus dans 
leurs cantons respectifs, des progres de la culture, et des moyena 
d'am^lioraticm qu'ils jugeront lui dtre appllcaibles. 

30. — ^Toutes les fois qu'un commandant d*un arrondissement 
ou les comnandans militaires les plus a port^ d'une habitation 
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•eravU r«qiu8 de a'jr tnatporter, soit par les aatorit^ consti- 
tn^t, loit yw lea propii^iaireB fermiers ou g^rans, ils prendront 
lea meaurei lea plua efficaces poqr pr^venir le deaordre ; et ils en 
aeroat penonnellement reaponaablea, a*ila n'ont paa exactement 
Minpli ieur devoir. 

SI.— La gendarmerie aera aux ordres des coroxnandans mili- 
tainaa pour le maiotien da bon ordre et de la police sar lea 
liakutationa. 

32*— -U aera aeulement laias^ un d^tacheroent de gendannerie, 
command^ pv an officier oa sous-officier, qui aera entierement 
ao^ onirea dea adminiatrationa rounicipales, et dea jugea de 
pail, en tout ce qui eat relatif a leura fonctiona. 

53* — Le commandant de ce d^tachement prendra', totia les 
matina, lea ordrea du commiaaaire du Directoire £x6cutif, ou a 
•on d^Duit, da juge de paix, et lui rendra compte de ce qu'il y 
aura de nouveau dans rarrondiaaement. 

34^«~PMir la police dea habitaticoit aeulement,' il sera anppl^ 
par dea troupta, a rinaoffiaaace de la geadarmerie juaqu'a Tor-' 
ganiaation definitive de ce corps. 

9<(.*«-Lea cenmandaaa de qnartiera Ceront faire de fr^qiMntea 
patrouillea anr lea diff^reotea habitiKtioos de leura arrondiaaemena 
respectifa, principalemeot aut beures d^aign^ea pour ae rendre 
au travail, afin d'y faire aller r6guUerement les cultivateurs. 
Cea patrouillea arr^teront tous les vagabonda et lea cultivateurs 
qui ne aeroient pas rounia de permiasions de s'abaenter de leur 
g^rant* et lea feront traduire devant le juge de paix. 

36. — Lea perxniaaions de s'abaenter, d^livr^es par les'g^rana 
dea habitations, ne seront valables que dans I'^tendue de la 
commune ou arrondissement ou aont aitu^s les ditea habita- 
tions. Lorsqtie lea cultivateurs s'abaenteront de leur tonnnune, 
ils aeront tenus de ae munir de pasaeports des autorit^ du fieu 
de leur domicile, a defaut de quoi ila seront arr^t^ et tradt^s 
comme il eat dit dana Tarticle pr6c6dent. 

37. — Lea commandans de quartiera aurveiUeront, en ce qui 
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]ei concene, I'ez^tion de cet air^» et rendio&t conpte, tous 
les mois, auz aatorit^ sup^rieures. lis auxoiit soin «ii <wtre de 
Jes instroire snr-ld-ckainp dea ^v^neinena cxtraofdiftaire«. 

S8. — Tons les mois il sera fait lecture de cet an^t^ aux colti-^ 
vatenrs assemble sur chaque babUation, a la dfligettce iks 
conuniipairea da Directotre £z6ciitify dea juges de pais, et des 
conunandana de qttartieTS. 

Le present arrSt^ sera imprim^, public, a£ch6 partoutou 
bestnn sera, tianscrit snr lesregistrea des coips admbiirtittifif et 
judiciairea, et adress^ atoutea las aiitorit6i, citiles et mitttaires, 
lesqoelles, cbacune ei^ ce qui la conceme» sont responsablea de 
son ex^Dticm ; il sera en outre ins^6 aa bulletin bfficiel de St* 
Domingue* 

Fait an Gap, le 6 Thenrndof, Tan sizieme de la Bipnl^que 
Fran9oi8e, une et indivisible. 

Au Begistre des Proces-vei))axiz, T A gent Pazticolier du- Di- 

rectoire Ex^cnttf, 

(Sign6) T. HBBOi;vxi.tE. 

Le Secretaire G^n^ral de FAgence, 

Oavtbier. 

Poor copie-confomie : — Le Secretaire Odn^fal de FAgeace, 

(Sign^) Oauthieiu 

Note (DD). 
CONSTITUTION DE LA COLONLE FKANCAISE DE 

ST. DOMINGUE. 
TiTRB VI. — Dea Cultures et du Commerce. 
14. — La coloaie, «tant essentiellement agricole, ne pent sotif« 
frir la moindre iatemiption dans les travauit de ses cultures^ 

1<^.---Cbaque babitation est one manafacture qui exige une 
reoniun de cuhiTatcisrs et oavriera. C'eat Fssile tranquille 
d'une actiye et constante famille, dont le proprietaire du sol, 
on son fepreseatantt est necessairement le pere. 

16. — Chaque cuUivateur et ouvrier est membre de la famille, 
Aporttonnaire dans les leyenua., 
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Toat cbangement de domicile de la part des coltivateors en- 
traf ne la mine dea cultures. 

Pour r^primar ua tice anssi fbneste a ta colonie, que coo' 
traire & Tordre public, le Gou?emeur fait toua r^glemeas de 
police qae lea circonatances ii6cesBitent, et cotiformes aax basea 
«Ju r^glemeot da 20 Vend^miaite, an neuf, et de la Proclama- 
tion du 19 Plttvidae suivant,du G^ndral en chef Tousaaint Lou- 
verture. 

IT.'^L'introduction des cnltivateurs, indispenaables au r^ta- 
bllflseme&t et a Taccroissement des coItoreB, aara lieu a Saint* 
Domingoe. La conatitation charge le Gouverneur de prendre 
lea mesurea convenablea pour enconrager et favorider cette aug* 
mentation de braa, stipuler et balancer les divers int<^rets,a66ttrer 
et garantir Tez^ution des engagemens refipectifs, resultant de 
cette introduction. 

18. — Le commerce de la colonic ne consiste uniquement que 
dans r^cbange des denr^es et productions de son territoire ; en 
consequence, ^introduction de celles de mime nature que les 
sienneSy est et demeufe prohib^e. 

The whole of this Constitution will also be found in the 
printed reports. 

Note (EE). 
CODE RURAL. 

Loi ntr lea DitfnitioiiM ginhules relatites A VAgricukure^ 

Art. 3. Tous les cttojens ^tant obliges de concourir a ao«- 
teair I'Etat, soit par leors services, soit par leur Industrie, cenx 
qui ne seront pas employ^ civits oa requis pour ie. service 
militaire ; ceux qui n'exerceront pas une profession assujettie 
a la patente ; ceux qui Be< seront p» -ouvrieis travaillans, ou 
etnploy^s comme domestiques ; cenx qui ne seront paa emptoy^s 
a la coupe des bois propres a Texportation ; ceux enfin qui ne 
pourront pas justifier leurs moyens d*existence, devront cultiver 
4a terre. 

AiiT^ 4. Les citoyens de prcfesiion agricole ne pourront 
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quitter les caoipfignes pour habiter let TiUeB ou boargs, s^db one 
autorisation du jug^ de paiz de la xommune cya'il^ voudront 
quitter, et de celui de la commune ou ils deyroQt ae £zei j 
le juge de paix ne donnera rautorisation qu'aprea s'^tre asaur^ 
que le r^glamant est de bonnes n^o&urs, qu'il a tenu vne con- 
duite r^g^liere dans le canton qu'il se dispose a quitter, et qo'il 
a des moyens d'existence dans la viile qu'il veut habiterf Tous 
ceux qui ue se conformeront pas aux regies ci-dessus ^tablies, 
seront consid^r^s comme vi^bonds et trait^s comme tels. 
• Art. 5. Les enfans des deux sexes que leurs parens, attach^ 
a la culture, d^sireront envojrer dans les villes ou bourgs pour 
leur apprentissage ou pour leur Education, ne pourront etre re- 
9us soit par les entrepreneurs, soit par les instituteurs publics 
ou particuliers, qu'avec un certificat du juge de paiz ; lequel 
certificat sera accord^ sur la demande soit du propri6taire ou 
ferroier principal du lieu, soit de To^cier de la police rurale^. 
soit du pere ou de la mere de Te^fant, 

Toute contravention aux pr^sentes dispositions aera assujettie 
a une amende de yingt-cinq gourdes, payables par celui qui 
aura re^u Teofant sans autorisation. 

A Tavenir, aucune case ne pourra Stre b&tie dans les cam- 
pagnes, la ou il n'j aura pas de bourgade reconnue^ si elie 
n'est d^pendante d'un ^tablissement rural. 

JOe la RSprearioH du Vagabmdage, 

Art. 174. Toutes personnes qui ne seront pas propri^taires 
ou leriniers du bien rural on elles sont fiz6es, ou qui n*auront 
p6mt fait un contrat avec un propri6taire ou fermier principal, 
seront r^put^es vagabonds, et seront arr^ttes par la police rurate 
de )a section dana laquelle ellea seront trouv^es, et conduites 
devant le juge de paix de la commune. 

Art. t75. Le juge de paix, apres avoir interrog^ et entendu 
la perspnne men6e devant lui, lui fera connakre les articles de 
la loi qui I'obligent a contractor pour se livrer a des occupa- 
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lioM agricolei ; et, aprdt eet svertiflSflBMiit, I'enverra en d^a- 
tioa dmns la maiaoii d'anrdt, jii8q«'il oe qu'elle ait contract^, anz 
tenncs d« la lot. 

Art. 176. Le jvge de paix veOIara a ce qoe le d^tena con- 
tracte arec on propn^tairey on fennier principal on aous-fer- 
miffiTy ou avec on chef de floci6t6 agncole, a boo clioix. 

Art. 177. Si, apres Wt joors de detention, le d^an n*andt 
pat prif nn parti poor ae hrnt a dca occnpatioBS agricolet, il sera 
en?oj6 aox traraoz pobHca poor la propret^ de la ville on boorg 
od aera aitu^ la nudaoa d'airet, et y aere employ^ josqu'a ce 
qn'il fe decide & contracter poar ae livrer anz trayaaz de la 
cimpagne. 

Qnloonqoe d^loomera oea d^tenna dea travauz publics, poor 
lea employer i des travaaz particoUera, aera passible d'uae 
amende de dnqoaate gooidea, dont moiti^ aera allou6e an d^ 
tenn plaignant. 

Art. 178. Si la peraonne wnMe 6tait nn infant en minority, 
le juge de paix s'enqnerra de sea pere et mere, et I'eBrerra les 
lejoindre poor soivre lenr condition. 

Art. 180. Tonto peraonne fixie dana lea campagnea comme 
agricnltenr, qm aera tnWT^ un joor onvmble et pendant lea 
henrea de travail dana llnactton, on en cooraes et promenadea 
sor lea cbemios publics, aera consid6r6e comme oiaive, aera en 
cons^nence anr6t^ at conduite ches le jnge de pais, qui Ten- 
Terra en priaon pendant vingt-quatre heures pout la premiere 
foil, et, en cas de r^cidive, auz travauz publics de la ville. 

Art. 181. Lea officiera de la police rorale veilleront a ce que 
des vagabond et dea oisifa ne ae cachent pas soua Tuniforme 
des militaires des diff^rens corpe : loraqu'ila trouveronty dana 
lea sections sous leur aurveillance, dea hommea qu'ils ne con* 
naitront pas personnellement pour 6tre en activity de aervice 
dana le corpa dont ila porteroat runifonae, ila lea air^teronC et 
les enverront an commandant militaire de la commune, poor 
verifier ai la penonne arret^e avec I'umforme d*un corpe en fait 
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partie. Dans le cas ou rindirida ne $erait pas militaire, il 
sera d^pos^ en prison, saivant rarticle 175, jusqu'a ce qu'il ait 
form6 un contrat pour travailler a la culture. 

Art. 182. Las officiers de la police rurale veilleront a ce que, 
dans r^tendue des sections sous leur direction^ personne ne 
denteure dans Toisivet^ : a cet effet, ils tout autoris^s a se faire 
rendre compte par les individus qu'ils ne trouveront pas an tra- 
vail, du genre de leors occapadons; et ta ces individus ne 
prouf ent pas qu*ils caltivent la terre, ou sont emploj6s sur des 
hattes, suivant la loi No. 4., ils seront regard^s comme gens 
sans aveu et ari^t^ comme vagalionds, * 
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Note (LL). 

Continuation of Mr) Clark9on*s letter, 
T^erred to in p. 258. 

Permit roe now to ask this question :t-« If Og^ gave birth to 
the intunrectioDB in St. Domingo, who fitted himt or nuide him 
an inttrument for nich a work ?" I answer, that it is not ne- 
cessaiy to go to the Committees either of Paris or London to 
look out for the agents among these. They who first called 
forth his anger and kept it alive, were the white colonists then 
resident in Paris. This I mjself know to be the fact. .^ Og6 . 
was to all appearance a very mild and placid man daring the 
first six weeks I knew him in Paris; but a more irritable, nn- 
govemabU, and furUnu man after this period I never saw. 
This change in his temper had been entirely brought about by 
the persons now mentioned. They had sown the seeds of ven- 
geance in bis mind, and by watering them had increased their 
growth. When Ogl came to Paris he came there with the fond . 
hope that he should return home and enjoy the same privileges i 
as the wliite subjects of France ; that there would no longer , 
be any hateful distinction between them on account of blood or 
colour ; and that he should then become, and feel himself, a 
fidlman. This was the summit of his ambition. But his hopes 
were blasted by the intrigues of the white colonists at Paris. 
These had poisoned the minds of several of the members of the 
Assembly against the deputies of colour and their cause.^' They 
had made interest with some of the presidents of the Assembly 
for the time being to postpone the hearing of it, or to put it 
among the subjects for discussion at the bottom of the list. Six 
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•' times, to my knowledge, it was to have come on, but something 
. always happened to prevent it. Not satisfied with this, thej had 
' threatened them with assassination if tbey persisted in their 
^ claims, so that they seldom stirred oat of doors without fear or 
i caution. They insulted them also in the streets/;. Monsieur 
Malouet was stated to have been at the head of the Planters' 
Conmiittee for these vexatious proceedings. These things, one 
after the other, kept Og6's mind in a state of continued irrita- 
tion, so that' he appeared at times like a person driven to mad- 
ness, and I have often thought that if, after his return to St. 
Domingo, there should be any disagreeable collision between 
him and the whites, he would be an ungovernable and a dan- 
gerous person, s^d perhaps lose his life there ; but I had 
no notion that be had left either Paris or London with 
any organised plan of force to redress his grievances. Mr. 
Mackenzie tells me that the ^French authors roundly as- 
sert that the expedition was carried into effect through 
• my means. I should really laugh at this idea, if the subject 
, were not a grave one, forj the word expedition implies a pre- 
vious collection of arms, ammunition, money, &c. ; bulihow was 
a poor creature like Qg6 to prepare for an expedition in Lon- 
don, when he came there with only twenty louis d'ors in his 
pocket, and had not wherewithal to get home without the aid of 
charity ? -But if it should be said in answer to this, that Og6 
deceived me — that he pleaded poverty to me when he had 
plenty of money at command — and that he spent his time in 
London, when he was out of my sight, in preparing what he 
wanted for his expedition, I have only to say that I have all 
the acknowledgment I can wish for, for I only wish to be able 
to say with truth, that if he ever did such things in Loudon, 
they were done entirely without my knowledge. 

I have entered thus largely into the subject that Mr. Macken- 
zie mayMiave no longer any doubt upon his mind concerning it. 



306 NOTES ON HAITI. — APPENDIX. 

Yoa will therefore now, as I hare closed loy corrpspondence, 
be 80 good as to write me a few limee immediuiehff to let me 
know iffou have received four lettere, inclading this. I wrote 
you Ihree before, and this makes ihe fourth and lait. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Your's truly, 

Thomas Clarkson. 



THE END. 
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